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Saints new boy stars 


Dutch 

signing 

shines 

RONALD Koeman ad¬ 
mitted Saints were 
not clinical enough in 
front of goal at West 
Brom - but he hailed 
a “perfect” display 
from new signing Vir¬ 
gil van Dijk in the 0-0 
draw. 

The Dutch centre-half, 
who joined from Celtic 
on deadline day, was an 
immense presence at the 
back, combining his domi¬ 
nance with an eye-catching 
array of passes on what 
was a memorable debut. 

Koeman was glowing 
in his assessment of the 
24-year-old. 



Bromwich 


Albion’s 


(left) 


West 


battles for the ball with Southampton’s Victor Wanyama during the at The Hawthorns, 
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WEST BROMWICH ALBION 0 SAINTS 0 


Saints frustrated... but 
Van Dijk impresses 



James Ward-Prowse fires off a shot at The Hawthorns, Photo: Chris Moorhouse. 


TEAM NEWS 


SAINTS emerged from 
The Hawthorns with 
only a point to show 
for their efforts, de¬ 
spite keeping a third 
successive clean 
sheet in the Premier 
League. 

This 0-0 stalemate with 
West Brom means Ronald 
Koeman’s side have now 
drawn all three of their 
opening away games in the 
top-flight this season. 

Despite that unbeaten re¬ 
cord, however, their winless 
run on the road has now 
extended to ten Premier 
League matches. 

As well as a point, though, 
there were plenty of posi¬ 
tives to take away from the 
trip to Birmingham - nota¬ 
bly an impressive debut for 
Virgil van Dijk, who was a 
dominant and assured pres¬ 
ence at the heart of defence. 

There was a slight shift 
in formation from Koeman 
here, as Saints set up with 
just one, rather than their 
usual two, holding midfield¬ 
ers. 

Victor Wanyama, who re¬ 
ceived an early burst of his 
name from the visiting fans 
despite the events that oc¬ 
curred during the final week 
of the transfer window, took 
up that role, with a flat bank 
of four playing in front of 
him and just behind Grazi- 
ano Pelle. 

It seemed to have the de¬ 
sired effect, as Saints, who 
conceded within two min- 


• SAINTS handed new sign¬ 
ing Virgil van Dijk his 
debut, with the most ex¬ 
pensive defender in the 
club’s history partnering 
Jose Fonte at centre-half. 
The £11 m Dutchman’s in¬ 
clusion, at the expense of 
Maya Yoshida, was one of 
three changes. 

• Ronald Koeman also 
brought Victor Wanyama 
back into the line-up. Ori- 
ol Romeu dropped to the 
bench, as did Sadio Mane 
with Jay Rodriguez given a 
start. Rickie Lambert stat¬ 
utes here last season, started 
in far more assured fashion 
this time round. 

They nearly carved out 
an excellent chance in the 
fifth minute, as Dusan Tad¬ 
ic drifted in from the right 
touchline and curled a low 
ball towards the near-post 
area, but Pelle couldn’t quite 
stretch his right leg out far 
enough to make contact, as 
it skipped through to Boaz 
Myhill in goal. 

Saints had been untrou¬ 
bled in the first 15 minutes, 
but they were suddenly ex¬ 
posed after a quarter-of-an- 
hour when Callum McMa- 
naman sprinted away from 
Matt Targett down the right 
to latch onto Rickie Lam¬ 
bert’s pass. 

The winger drove into the 
area and appeared to be 
clearly upended by the teen¬ 
age left-back’s sliding tackle, 


ed for West Brom. 

• WEST BROM (4-4-2): My¬ 
hill; Dawson, McAuley, Ev¬ 
ans, Brunt; McManaman, 
Fletcher, Yacob, Gardner; 
Lambert, Rondon. Subs: 
Lindegaard, Olsson, Ches¬ 
ter, Morrison, McClean, 
Gnabry, Berahino. 

• SAINTS (4-1-4-1): Stekelen- 
burg; Cedric, Fonte, Van 
Dijk, Targett; Wanyama, 
Ward-Prowse; Tadic, S Da¬ 
vis, Rodriguez; Pelle. Subs: 
K Davis, Yoshida, Caulker, 
Romeu, Long, Mane, Juan- 
mi. 

but, to the fury of the West 
Brom players and crowd, ref¬ 
eree Stuart Attwell awarded 
a goal kick to Saints. 

The hosts perhaps could 
have then gone ahead in the 
26th minute, as Craig Daw¬ 
son ran free to meet Chris 
Brunt’s in-swinging corner, 
but he ended up running un¬ 
der the ball and could only 
head it up and over from six 
yards. 

It was still Saints who 
dominated much of the ball, 
but they were struggling to 
break down Albion’s stub¬ 
born resistance. 

Jay Rodriguez did find 
some space to run into af¬ 
ter turning Dawson, but his 
subsequent low shot from 18 
yards was comfortable for 
Myhill. 

He should have found the 
net moments later, as Tadic’s 
in-swinging cross picked out 
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HAVE YOUR SAY ON SAINTS - COMMENT ONLINE AT www.dailyecho.co.uk 


Southampton’s Dusan Tadic and West Bromwich Albion’s Rickie Lambert (behind) in action at The Hawthorns 


his run, but, having got clear 
of Dawson ten yards out, 
he stooped and planted his 
header wide. 

It proved to be the last sig¬ 
nificant action before the 
interval. 

There were no changes at 
the break, but it was Saints 
who came out of half-time 
well in command. 

They had a penalty appeal 
waved away in the 53rd min¬ 
ute, as Steven Davis’ delivery 
picked out Wanyama, whose 
header hit Darren Fletcher. 
Wanyama and Jose Fonte 
both screamed for handball, 
but Attwell wasn’t interest¬ 
ed, and replays suggested it 


was the right call. 

Seconds later, Rodriguez 
drilled in an angled shot 
from the corner of the area, 
which took a deflection on 
its way through and went 
straight into the grasp of 
Myhill. 

Saints were well on top, but 
West Brom did remind them 
of their threat, as Salomon 
Rondon drifted away from 
the attention of van Dijk, 
who had been an otherwise 
impeccable presence up to 
that point, before control¬ 
ling a ball in from the right 
and firing over. 

West Brom boss Tony Pu- 
lis was the first to make a 


change, taking off Lambert 

- who received a standing 
ovation from the Saints fans 

- and throwing on Saido Be- 
rahino, who was back in the 
squad after failing to get his 
desired move to Tottenham 
in the transfer window. 

Maarten Stekelenburg 
was nearly left red-faced, 
as he spilled a routine loop¬ 
ing ball in the box, but was 
able to fall on it before it was 
bundled over the line by the 
Baggies. 

Ward-Prowse had two ef¬ 
forts in quick succession, 
first ballooning over from 
Tadic’s cutback after Saints 
broke impressively, before 


dragging a 20-yarder wide. 

The 67th minute saw Koe- 
man make his first change, 
as Sadio Mane was intro¬ 
duced for Rodriguez, with 
Tadic moving to the left to 
accommodate Mane down 
the right. 

The switch nearly worked 
to perfection, as Mane 
sprinted onto Ward-Prowse’s 
ball, but fired wide of the 
near post from just inside 
the corner of the area. Ce¬ 
dric Soares was then taken 
off for Maya Yoshida, who 
went to right-back, while 
Brunt saw the first caution 
of the afternoon, for wiping 
out Mane. 


West Bromwich Albion’s 
Chris Brunt 


Koeman 
hails the 
new boy 

RONALD Koeman admit¬ 
ted Saints were not clini¬ 
cal enough in front of goal 
at West Brom - but he 
hailed a “perfect” display 
from new signing Virgil 
van Dijk in the 0-0 draw. 

The Dutch centre-half, 
who joined from Celtic 
on deadline day, was an 
immense presence at 
the back, combining his 
dominance with an eye¬ 
catching array of passes 
on what was a memorable 
debut. 

After the match, Koe¬ 
man was glowing in his 
assessment of the 24-year- 
old, who partnered Jose 
Fonte at the heart of de¬ 
fence. 

“Virgil was in my opin¬ 
ion impressive how he 
played today,” he said. 

“Looks very comfortable 
with his new teammates 
and good in defending and 
we know also one of his 
qualities is in his passing 
from the back. He played 
perfect today.” 

Saints dominated the 
match at The Hawthorns, 
but were unable to find 
a way through against a 
stubborn Albion side. 

Koeman was at least able 
to reflect on a third suc¬ 
cessive clean sheet in the 
Premier League, but he 
was unhappy at his side’s 
lack of cutting edge at the 
other end of the pitch. 

Asked about another 
strong defensive perfor¬ 
mance, he said: “That’s 
one of the positives of 
today. 

“It’s an away game, we 
had the experience from 
last year and we knew 
we will have a lot of ball 
possession and then it’s 
always important what 
you make out of that ball 
possession and that was 
not enough. Not enough to 
score the goal. 

“I think the best chance 
maybe was in the first 
half for Jay Rodriguez, 
and not good enough in 
the final part in attacking, 
not clinical enough. 

“Sometimes we make 
too difficult choices in 
our final pass. If you can’t 
win, don’t lose.” 

Koeman also felt his side 
were fortunate not to have 
given away a penalty in 
the first half, when Cal- 
lum McManaman took a 
tumble under a desperate 
sliding challenge from 
Matt Targett, as he raced 
forward from the right. 

But West Brom manager 
Tony Pulis felt his player 
had actually dived and 
that he would be speaking 
to him about it on Monday 
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NORWICH CITY 3 CHERRIES 1 



Norwich City’s Matt Jarvis (left) scores his side’s third goal at Carrow Road. PRESS ASSOCIATION 

Third defeat for Cherries 



Norwich City’s Matt Jarvis (centre) celebrates scoring his side’s third goal. PRESS ASSOCIATION 


WES Hoolahan inspired Nor¬ 
wich to a comfortable first 
home win of the season at 
the expense of AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

The last time the 33-year-old scored 
a Premier League goal for the Canar¬ 
ies was 18 months ago and he refused 
to celebrate as he was looking to force 
through a move to Aston Villa, the op¬ 
ponents that day. 

But all was forgiven as Carrow Road 
basked in his undoubted ability, play¬ 
ing the leading role in a 3-1 victory to 
lift Alex Neil’s side into the top half 
of the table. 

He provided a fantastic assist for 
Cameron Jerome to open the scoring 
in what was a largely uneventful first 
half before scoring an impressive 
second for himself. 

Debutant Matt Jarvis added the 
third as Bournemouth crumbled un¬ 
der intense Norwich pressure, with 
Steve Cook able to head home a con¬ 
solation from Simon Francis’s corner 
with ten minutes remaining. 

The Canaries began brightly and 
enjoyed much of the early posses¬ 
sion, although the visitors did show 
their threat and pace on the counter¬ 
attack from the off. 

Cherries were coming into the game 
and only a fine last-gasp sliding chal¬ 
lenge from Robbie Brady prevented 
Callum Wilson opening the scoring 
from six yards out. 

Neither goalkeeper had been forced 
into a save but that should have 
changed just after the half-hour mark 
when Hoolahan played in Jerome. 
However, the striker could only hit 
the side-netting from close range. 

He made amends moments later as 
Hoolahan again provided the pass, 


skipping past Steve Cook before 
squaring to Jerome to sweep home 
his first goal of the season. 

The Cherries did come close to 
equalising on the stroke of half-time 
as Wilson and Andre Wisdom both 
went for Cook’s near-post cross, with 
the ball coming back off the post. 

Despite their rallying before the 
break, Bournemouth found them¬ 
selves two behind seven minutes af¬ 
ter the restart as Hoolahan finished 


calmly from the edge of the area to 
continue a fine afternoon. 

Neil’s side were running rampant 
and Jerome came close to converting 
Wisdom’s cross, only to see Tommy 
Elphick nick the ball off his toe and 
put it behind for a corner. 

Brady came close to a fortuitous 
third as his whipped free-kick evaded 
everyone in the Bournemouth box 
and curled just inches wide of Artur 
Boruc’s right-hand post. 


The Republic of Ireland interna¬ 
tional came even closer shortly af¬ 
terwards as he latched on to Nathan 
Redmond’s threaded through-ball 
and thrashed an effort off the oppo¬ 
site upright. 

The killer third goal came as Cher¬ 
ries, who have now lost three of their 
five Premier League games, gave up 
possession all too easily allowing 
Norwich to break three against two. 
Jarvis made no mistake. 


Eastleigh 
defeated 
at home 

EASTLEIGH suffered their 
first home defeat of the 
Vanarama National League 
campaign, beaten 2-1 by 
Gateshead in controversial 
circumstances at the 
Silverlake Stadium this 
afternoon. 

The first half was a bizarre 
45 minutes of football and 
one that will live long in the 
memory of Richard Hill - 
supposed to be ‘celebrating’ 
his third anniversary at the 
club - for all the wrong 
reasons, writes Wendy Gee. 

There was not too much 
incident to speak of early on, 
but all that changed 
dramatically on 20 minutes 
when miscommunication 
between Jamie Turley and 
goalkeeper Michael Poke led 
to the visitors taking the lead. 

As Poke came out to try and 
address the situation, he and 
Gateshead forward Danny 
Johnson collided, but not 
before the No20 had 
managed to lift a shot 
goalwards and in off the far 
post. 

A lengthy five-minute delay 
followed with Poke needing 
treatment for a shoulder 
problem and the injured 
goalscorer eventually being 
stretchered off and replaced 
by Rob Ramshaw. 

While play was stopped, 
Eastleigh’s ex-Saints left- 
back Dan Harding, who had 
missed training with a bug, 
made way for crowd favourite 
Michael Green. 

There was more 
disappointment for the 
Spitfires on the half-hour 
when, from James 
Constable’s delivery, Jai 
Reason was denied by a 
goalline clearance - but that 
had nothing on the frustration 
to come. 

With Poke still in pain, he 
signalled to the bench that he 
wanted to come off. 

Eastleigh had young 
understudy Lewis Noice 
readied on the touchline but 
were unable to get him on 
before Gateshead made it 2-0 
on 34 minutes. 

Matty Pattison delivered a 
hopeful cross from the left 
and, with the injured Poke 
unable to reach it, it sailed 
straight into the far top 
corner. 

Two freakish goals had 
unsettled Eastleigh and they 
could easily have slipped 
further behind. 



Eastleigh’s Ben Strevens 
heads the ball from a 
corner 
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column on all things football 


The Saints legend's 


Paine’s World 


Wenger must struggle 


in mini-supermarkets 


THE experience of being a man¬ 
ager during the transfer window 
must be like the experience most 
of us have when we walk into a 
Tesco Express. 

Often it’s fine, and you’ll find what you 
need, but if you’re looking for specifics it 
becomes tough. Either you pay an inflated 
price or you simply can’t find what you 
want. 

And sometimes I wonder just how hard 
it must be to be Arsene Wenger. To be con¬ 
stantly looking for specifics. 

People like Wenger don’t usually venture 
into mini-supermarkets, but I imagine if 
Wenger ever did he’d find it a hugely frus¬ 
trating endeavour. 

After inspecting a loaf of bread for five 
whole minutes, Wenger would put it back 
on the shelf, adjust it until it was perfectly 
positioned, and walk on with only a pint of 
milk in his basket. 

Later on, whilst he enjoys a coffee with his 
wife, he’ll complain that £1.50 is quite sim¬ 
ply a ridiculous price to pay for something 
he’s going to throw into his toaster. 

Ed Woodward, on the other hand, has no 
such problem. He’ll gladly buy his milk 
from Selfridges. 

At any rate, this summer’s shopping trip 
seems to have gone a little like this. 

Manchester United have spent big and 
added expensive players to their squad. Ar¬ 
senal, on the other hand, are the only team 
in Europe’s big five leagues not to sign an 
outfield player. 

It must be frustrating to be an Arsenal fan 
and see that. 

Imagine being Arsene’s wife when he 
comes home and says, ‘I’m sorry sweetie 
pie, I didn’t get the eggs for dinner because 
I’m just not paying that much for eggs. Don’t 
worry though, the cheese we already had is 
probably still good.’ 

In a way, though, he’s not wrong. Would 
you pay significantly over the odds for eggs? 
Is Gonzalo Higuain worth a reported £64m? 
What about Anthony Martial? If you don’t 
like the price, then simply don’t pay it. And 
it works in other walks of life too. 

Wenger, with his degree in economics, will 
tell you that it’s basic supply and demand: 
if consumers stop buying because the price 
is too high then vendors will simply have to 
reduce the price. 

Wenger is doing his bit for football’s moral 
compass by reducing the demand for over¬ 
priced players. 

The problem is, no one else shares his con¬ 
cerns. 

Maybe I’m giving the man too much credit, 
but he seems like a smart bloke. He seems 
like the kind of guy who knows all of this 
already. 

So why has he refused to sign the striker 


New Manchester United signing Anthony Martial, left 


and the holding midfielder that his side has 
so desperately needed since the days of Viei¬ 
ra and Henry? 

So surely the answer is that when Wenger 
walks into Tesco he’s not simply shopping 
for something for tea. He’s shopping for spe¬ 
cific ingredients. 

Wenger is shopping for something to give 
his curry a zing, something to spice up his 
stew. He’s shopping for kaffir lime leaves 
and pink Himalayan salt. He just can’t find 


that in his local Tesco. 

I might be giving him too much credit. 
Perhaps Wenger is simply being overly stub¬ 
born about price, and if he is he’ll certainly 
pay a bigger price come May when his team 
yet again fail to win the Premier League. 

It’s either that or Wenger simply can’t find 
what it is he needs to finish off his almost- 
there squad. 

If you can’t find the right ingredient, it’s 
best simply to go with what you’ve got - you 


can’t keep substituting ingredients and 
hoping for the best. 

Let’s give Wenger the benefit of the doubt. 
It must be frustrating to ask your husband 
to nip out to Tesco for something for tea and 
watch him come back empty handed. 

But Wenger already has a decent squad 
and hasn’t found anything that will add to 
it in the way he needs. 

I might be wrong, but I have a feeling the 
dish he’s cooking up will be tasty 
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SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES AND RESULTS 2015/16 


JULY 

Thurs 30 Vitesse (EL).H 

AUGUST 

Thurs 6 Vitesse (EL).A 

Sun 9 Newcastle.A 

115 Everton.H 

Thurs 20 Midtjylland (EL) .. .H 

Sun 23 Watford.A 

Thurs 27 Midtjylland (EL).A 

Sun 30 Norwich (1.30pm) .. .H 
SEPTEMBER 

Sat 12 WBA (3pm).A 

Sun 20 Man Utd (4pm) .H 

Tues 23 MK Dons (LC 3rd).A 

Sat 26 Swansea (3pm) .H 

OCTOBER 

Sat 3 Chelsea (5.30pm).A 

Sat 17 Leicester (3pm).H 

Sun 25 Liverpool (4.15pm) .A 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 1 AFC Bournemouth (4pm) .H 

Sat 7 Sunderland (3pm) .A 

Sat 21 Stoke (3pm).H 

Sat 28 Man City (3pm).A 

DECEMBER 

Sat 5 Aston Villa (3pm).H 

Sat 12 Crystal Palace (3pm).A 

Sat 19 Tottenham (3pm).H 

Sat 26 Arsenal (3pm).H 

Mon 28 West Ham (3pm) .A 

JANUARY 

Sat 2 Norwich City (3pm) .A 

Wed 13 Watford (7.45pm) .H 

Sat 16 WBA (3pm) .H 

Sat 23 Man Utd (3pm).A 

FEBRUARY 

Tues 2 Arsenal (7.45pm).A 

Sat 6 West Ham (3pm).H 

Sat 13 Swansea (3pm) .A 

Sat 27Chelsea (3pm) .H 

MARCH 

Tues 1 AFC Bournemouth (7.45pm)A 

Sat 5 Sunderland (3pm).H 

Sat 12 Stoke (3pm).A 

Sat 19 Liverpool (3pm).H 

APRIL 

Sat 2 Leicester (3pm) .A 

Sat 9 Newcastle (3pm).H 

Sat 16 Everton (3pm) .A 

Sat 23 Aston Villa (3pm).A 

Sat 30 Manchester City (3pm) .. .H 
MAY 

Sat 7 Tottenham (3pm).A 

Sun 15 Crystal Palace (3pm)_H 


w 3-0 Stekelenburg Yoshida 

W 2-0 Stekelenburg Yoshida 

D 2-2 Stekelenburg Targett 

L 0-3 Stekelenburg Soares 

D1-1 Stekelenburg Caulker 

D 0-0 Stekelenburg Caulker 

L0-1 Stekelenburg Caulker+ 

w 3 _q Stekelenburg Soares+ 


Fonte 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

CO 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Soares 
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S Davis 
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Wanyama 

Clasie* 

Mane= 

Pellel 

Long+1 

Juanmi* 

Reed= 

Martina 

Caulker 

S Davis= 

Tadic+ 

Wanyama 

Ward-Prowse 

Mane 

Pelle*1 

Jaunmi+ 

Rodriguez* 

Reed= 

Soares+ 

Yoshida 

S Davis 

Rodriguez* 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

Mane 

Pellel 

Martina+ 

Long*1 


Targett 

Yoshida 

S Davis= 
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Wanyama 

Tadic+ 

Mane 

Pelle 

Romeu+ 

Rodriguez* 

W-Prowse= 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Ward-Prowse* Wanyama 

Rodriguez+1 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long+ 

Juanmi* 


Targett 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

S Davis* 

Wanyama 

Soares 

Mane+ 

Pelle= 

Long+ 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez= 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

S Davis= 

Martina 

Ward-Prowse 

Rodriguez* 

Pelle 

Tadic+ 

Long* 

Juanmi= 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

S Davis+ 

Tadic2 

Ward-Prowse 

Mane= 
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Rodriguez+ 
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SMILE PLEASE: Saints fans outside St Mary’s prior to the recent win against Norwich City 



LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

FRASER FORSTER 

30 

0 

7 

0 

37 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 - 

SADIO MANE 

30(6) 

10 

3 

1 

33(6) 

11 

KELVIN DAVIS 

267(2) 

0 

31 

0 

298(2) 

0 

STEVEN CAULKER 

1 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

23(22) 

5 

4(1) 

3 

27(23) 

8 

M STEKELENBURG 

4 

0 

4 

0 

8 

0 

STEVEN DAVIS 

86(9) 

4 14(2) 

2100(21) 

6 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

55(17) 

21 

7(4) 

7 

62(21) 

27 

PAOLO GAZZANIGA 

18(1) 

0 

2 

0 

20(1) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

5(8) 

0 

2(5) 

0 

7(13) 

0- 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

41(1) 

14 

9(1) 

6 

50(2) 

19 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

60(6) 

2 

13 

1 

73(6) 

2 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

48(10) 

3 

10 

0 

58(10) 

3 

SHANE LONG 

17(18) 

6 

5(5) 

3 

22(23) 

9 

JOSE FONTE 

207(1) 

13 12(4) 

0 

213(5) 

13 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 

2(3) 

0 

2(4) 

0 

RYAN SEAGER 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(2) 

0 

CEDRIC SOARES 

4 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

o 

ORIAL ROMEU 

2(1) 

0 

2 

0 

4(1) 

o 

RYAN BETRAND 

34 

2 

4(1) 

0 

38(1) 

2 

JORDY CLASIE 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

JUANMI 

0(1) 

0 

0(4) 

0 

0(5) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 

5(6) 

0 

6 

0 

11(6) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

37(40) 

1 16(1) 

1 

53(41) 

2 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

1(15) 

0 

2(1) 

1 

3(16) 

1 

MATT TARGETT 

7(3) 

0 

8(1) 

0 

15(4) 

0 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 


CUCO MARTINA 

0(2) 

0 

2 

0 

2(2) 

o 

DUSAN TADIC 

27(7) 

6 

7(2) 

2 

34(9) 

8 






KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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preserve of Liverpool and Tottenham. 

It’s the excuse rattled out every time they 
crash out of any tournament prematurely 

It’s a Matrix/Groundhog Day like repeti¬ 
tive scenario in which the clubs strive to 
reach the Champions league, fail, qualify 
for Europa, fail in Europa, tell the whole 
world it’s a blessing in disguise as they 
then struggle to qualify for the Champions 
league and end up in... oh you get the idea. 

If Wanyama has any real aspirations, then 
Tottenham is the last club he wants to be at. 

Take Morgan Schneiderlin as an example. 

Wanted by Tottenham, throws his toys out 
of the pram at not being able to join them 
with his former manager. 

Is told to stay, enjoys his best ever season 
and ends up with an infinitely bigger club, 
bigger salary and better career with the 
reputation of being professional rather 
than being a petulant child. 

Wanyama should look at Schneiderlin’s 
example and ask himself where his ambi¬ 
tions lie? 

Europa League football? Stay at Saints. 

Bigger wage, but see your career stagnate 
and go nowhere? Go to Tottenham. 

Champions League? Act like a profession¬ 
al, stay at Saints until a genuinely big club 
comes looking for you. 

It’s at times like this that the sad, harsh 
realities of life in the Premier league start 
to kick in. 

It’s not until Saints are considered genu¬ 
ine Champions League contenders that 
they will keep players like Wanyama. 

But to be Champions League contenders 
you need to keep players like Wanyama. 

Until you somehow break that cycle, 
Saints will continue to be a solid top ten 
side but never quite achieving that moment 
of absolutely glory. 

Dream of glory 

That said, I would forever rather be a 
Saints fan than a Spurs or Liverpool one. 

I’d rather dream of glory than expect it 
and be continually let down. 

I’d rather support my local club through 
thick and thin than constantly drone on and 
on about how “This is our year” or “My club 
is significantly bigger than yours” without 
one single shred of proof. 

Spurs and Liverpool have spent the best 
part of £300 million between them to quali¬ 
fy for the Europa League. Hardly something 
to boast about. 

You can argue with Wanyama as whether 
Spurs have done anything wrong... or rath¬ 
er prove they’ve done anything wrong. 

But for two clubs to have unsettled players 
that were both Tottenham targets is more 
than coincidence. 

The Premier League needs to look at this 
sort of behaviour. 

In the meantime, Saints have another dis¬ 
gruntled player whose “head is not in the 
right place.” 

He is a Saints player nonetheless and 
should get nothing but our complete and 
utter support. Until he shows he no longer 
deserves it. 


AND so the transfer window is 
closed. 

The city of Southampton breathes a col¬ 
lective sigh of relief a for the second year 
in succession. 

Southampton FC had been at the centre of 
other club’s attention as they desperately 
struggle to hold on to their talent. 

It would be fair to say that this time the 
Saints played a bit of a blinder; holding out 
to get the player they wanted whilst playing 
hardball and holding on to the talent they 
already had. 

Their handling of the Victor Wanyama 
situation has been especially impressive. 

With Wanyama it could be oh so easy to 
anger the player and make him resentful by 
reminding them of their contractual obliga¬ 
tions. 

But in allowing Wanyama to “get his head 
straight”, the club put their foot down but 
also ensured that foot was wearing a slipper 
as opposed to a hob- nailed boot. 

The whole Saido Berahino saga has shown 
just how fragile the relationship between 
player and club is and how easily it can be 
destroyed. 

Let me say one thing -1 completely and ut¬ 


terly understand West Bromwich Albion’s 
chairman Jeremy Peace’s stance on the 
player. 

You cannot allow a player to leave without 
the parent company having another option 
to fall back on. 

It is quite simply unacceptable for a player 
to try and force a move and leave a club with 
no realistic chance of a replacement. 

It is equally irresponsible for a club to 
make last minute overtures to a player in 
such a manner. 

We all know that Tottenham and Daniel 
Levy can hold their hands up and plead 
innocence, and not one person can prove 
they’ve made an illegal approach for either 
Berahino or Wanyama. 

But we all know that most clubs these days 
do their approaches via the media. 

All it takes is a “Tottenham are rumoured 
to be interested in player X, Y or Z” and the 
player’s head is instantly turned. 

Victor Wanyama isn’t the bad guy here. I’d 
say the bad guy is at White Hart Lane. 

The player has no doubt been “allegedly” 
promised everything under the sun and 
fully believes he’s on the verge of great¬ 
ness playing for a big club with Champions 
League aspirations. 

Instead he’s being linked with Tottenham 
Hotspur, a mediocre club with Europa aspi¬ 
rations. 

Tottenham are no more likely to qualify 
for the Champions League than we are. 

The ultimate irony is that, if we hadn’t 
have lost so many first team players, we 
would be genuine contenders for a Champi¬ 
ons League place. 


Victor Wanyama 

If Adam Lallana hadn’t been more inter¬ 
ested in applying Nivea to his beard and 
Dejan Lovren not been more interested in 
gifting Liverpool’s opponents’ goals, then 
what a team we could have had. 

If, after losing to FC Midtjylland, any 
Saints fan said they were relieved and that 


we could now “concentrate on the league” 
they should be taken away and shot. 

We should be gutted we went out and feel 
sad that we’ve missed out on progressing 
further in what is a fascinating tourna¬ 
ment. 

“Concentrating on the league” is the sole 


* 
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the eighth team they said ‘Let’s 
take all the rest of the NHL play¬ 
ers,’ and how many nations is 
that? They went ‘Nine, with a 
population base of 150-million’. 
And then they went ‘Who can 
coach this team?’ and they asked 
me first. 

“They hadn’t had these conver¬ 
sations until just a few weeks ago, 
and so I started to become a part 
of the conversation. 

“It was confirmed to me last 
week. 


“I went to Katharina first and 
cleared it with her and checked - 
she was just all for it and saw it as 
a growth opportunity, and I have 
spoken to the board about it, of 
course. So that’s how it devel¬ 
oped.” 

The World Cup, which was last 
held in 2004 and is now expected 
to become a regular fixture in the 
calendar every four years, will 
begin on September 17, 2016, and 
run until as late as October 1. 

A president and general manag¬ 


er have already been selected for 
Team Europe, who will take care 
of all the preparations and over¬ 
see the player selection. 

Krueger will have some input 
into the latter of those things, but 
the structure means that his com¬ 
mitment really only extends as 
far as leading the team in the two- 
week tournament, as well as 
through a training camp that 
takes place during football's 
international break earlier in 
September. 


Krueger is confident that the 
experience will teach him some 
valuable lessons that can be 
applied to the work that is done at 
St Mary's. 

“For me, it’s an unbelievable 
opportunity of sports growth as a 
chairman, who’s leading a club 
that has multiple nations playing 
in the team - complex dynamics," 
he said. 

“So we actually have this kind of 
complexity within our own club, 
and I’m going to go into the 
trenches in my sport and be a 
Ronald [Koeman] for a few weeks 
again, and I just love the chance 
of taking on a project that’s never 
been done before.” 

While the commitment might be 
a short one and while Saints 
remains his focus, Krueger being 
Krueger means that he will 
approach it at full throttle. 

“The goal is definitely to put a 
team together and we’re going 
there to win that tournament,” he 
declared. 

Significant talent 

For those who know their ice 
hockey, he will certainly have 
some significant talent at his dis¬ 
posal - although having been 
drawn in a group with USA, 
Canada and Czech Republic will 
certainly make the task of 
advancing to the knockout stage 
all the more difficult. 

“The big names are Zdeno 
Chara, the captain of the Boston 
Bruins - he’s 38 and he is one of 
the best defenseman in the 
world,” said Krueger. 

“We have Marian Hossa, who is 
one of the leaders in Chicago 
(Blackhwawks) that’s one three of 
the last six Stanley Cups. 

“We’ve got (AnHe) Kopitar, who 
won two Stanley Cups - he’s the 
captain of the Los Angeles Kings, 
Mark Streit, who was my captain 
[for the Swiss team] for 12 years, 
and the goalies are [Jonas] Hiller, 
who was my goalie for ten years, 
is one of the best goalies in the 
National Hockey League. 

“We’ve got about seven or eight 
really big franchise players, 
which I never had with 
Switzerland. 

“Switzerland, we were a real 
small country, Germany’s a small 
country, Austria - and now you 
bring all these franchise players 
under one team. 

“We’re going to be formidable.” 


«9miiv i biicmmaii naipii 

Krueger has his sights set on 
becoming a World Cup winner 
- in the sport of ice hockey. 

It was revealed this week that 
Krueger will coach a European 
all-star team at the two-week 
tournament, which is being held 
in Toronto, next September, 
writes GORDON SIMPSON. 

He does so with the blessing of 
Saints owner Katharina Liebherr 
and the St Mary's board, while he 
has assured fans the role - which 
comes at a timely point, after the 
close of the transfer window - will 
not affect his work at the club. 

Krueger will be the head coach 
of Team Europe, which will be 
made up of the top NHL players 
from countries on the continent 
that are not already represented 
in the competition. 

The eight-team tournament will 
include Russia, Czech Republic, 
Sweden and Finland, as well as 
the hockey powerhouses of 
Canada and USA. 

It will also feature a team of the 
best 23-and-under stars from the 
whole of North America, as well 
as Krueger's squad. 


Out of the blue 


It is an opportunity that the for¬ 
mer coach of the Switzerland 
national team and the NHL's 
Edmonton Oilers is excited about. 

“It just came completely out of 
the blue," said Krueger, who has 
been Saints chairman since 
March 2014. 

“It (the tournament) was 
announced in January and then 
in the summer I was in Canada 
and I visited my friend, Tom 
Renney, who’s the head of Hockey 
Canada and he was telling me 
about the project. 

“I thought ‘That’s a really neat 
team that they’re going to add to 
this tournament,’ because they 
wanted all eight teams to have a 
chance to win - that was the key 
to this tournament, was highest 
level, best-on-best, where every¬ 
body can win the tournament. 

“So they took the top six nations 
and they said ‘Ok, they get their 
own teams - how do we comple¬ 
ment this?’ 

“They thought ‘We’re going to 
do something for youth,’ so 
they’re going to take the best 
under-23s from the US and 
Canada [as one team] and then 
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Hodgson can look back on the past 
two weeks with a certain amount of | 
pride. 

The two wins over San Marino and | 
Switzerland cemented England's sta¬ 
tus as the top qualifying nation in | 
Europe. 

England became the first country to 
qualify for Euro 2016 and they are the 
only nation who can boast a 100 per j 
cent record. 

England have secured top spot in | 
Group E with two matches to go while 
big nations are struggling to qualify. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS REGARDING RALPH KRUEGER’S INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT 


WHAT IS THE WORLD 
CUP OF HOCKEY? 

It is an eight-team tournament run 
by the National Hockey League. 

It features the top six nations in 
the world - Canada, USA, Czech 
Republic, Sweden, Finland and 
Russia - plus a 23-and-under North 
American side and a rest-of-Europe 
all-star team. 

All of the games will be played at 
the 22,000-seat Air Canada Centre, 
in Toronto. 

The competition, which has only 


been held twice before, is returning 
in 2016 after a 12-year hiatus and it 
is hoped it will now become a regu¬ 
lar fixture every four years. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

The teams are split into two 
groups of four, with the sides play¬ 
ing each other in a round-robin for¬ 
mat. 

The top two sides from each 
group then go forward to the semi¬ 
finals. 

The final will then be a best-of- 
three encounter. 


WHEN WILL IT BE HELD? 

The tournament starts on 
September 17, 2016, and will run 
either to September 29 or October 
1 (depending on whether the final is 
decided after two or three games). 

WHO ARE THE REIGINING 
CHAMPIONS? 

Canada won the last World Cup, 
which was held in 2004, beating 
Finland in the final. 


The inaugural event, in 1996, was 
won by USA, who triumphed over 
the Canadians to win the trophy. 

CAN I WATCH IT? 

International broadcast details are 
yet to be announced, although 
organisers anticipate the tourna¬ 
ment will be available to watch 
around the world. 

NHL games are currently broad¬ 
cast in the UK on the Premier 
Sports subscription channel. 


Saints 


starlet 


Luke 


Shaw 


can 


replicate Ashley Cole's achieve¬ 
ments by winning 100 England 
caps and making the left-back 
position his own for over a 
decade. 

This time last year, Shaw's £30mil- 
lion move from St Mary’s to 
Manchester United looked like a poor 
piece of business. 

The left-back was made to train on 
his own during the latter stages of 
United's pre-season tour because he 
reported for duty out of shape. 

The England defender suffered 
injuries throughout his first season at 
Old Trafford. 

But after dedicating part of his holi¬ 
day to a rigorous fitness regime this 
summer, he now looks in excellent 
shape and has found form for club 
and country. 

Four left-backs have been called 
into the England squad since Cole 
retired last year, including current 
Saint Ryan Bertrand. 


‘Study Ashley Cole’ 


Now Hodgson believes Shaw has 
the potential to make the position his 
own for many years to come. 

“He's still only 20 and if he keeps 
going then he's on track to be another 
Ashley Cole, a 100 cap man,” 
explained Hodgson. 

“I would advise him to study Ashley 
Cole, look at what Ashley did for 
England and set my sights on the 
same thing. 

Cole was England's first-choice left- 
back for the vast majority of his 13- 
year international career. 

It was only when Hodgson first 
spotted Shaw's potential that he 
dropped the 107-cap Roma defender 
and that prompted Cole to retire from 
international football. 

Picking Shaw ahead of Cole for the 
World Cup was a big gamble for 


Hodgson, but it showed how much 
faith he had in the youngster, who 
had made his full Premier League 
debut for Saints under Nigel Adkins 
in November 2012 when he was just 
17. 

The England manager insists he 
never lost faith in the player even 
when his critics were at their fiercest. 

“He's been a bit harshly treated per¬ 
sonally,” Hodgson said. 

“He didn't look as if he was looking 
after himself too badly at 
Southampton and played well enough 
to get the £30million move. 


“I'm not certain I want to jump on 
that bandwagon. But it's nice to see 
him back, playing confidently and 
showing him the form that got him 
the move to Manchester United in the 
first place. 

“We've always believed in him. I 
thought he played very well against 
Costa Rica (in the World Cup) and 
was pencilled in as the player who 
could give Leighton Baines a run for 
his money but he had a tough season. 

“It must have been tough for him 
and his family but it might benefit 
him.” 


Comment online on the big Saints stories at dailyecho.co.uk 



Shilton at 
head of 
caps list 

ENGLAND boss Roy Hodgson 
believes ex-Saint Luke Shaw 
could win a century of senior 
international caps. 

At present, only ten players 
have reached the milestone of 
one hundred England appear¬ 
ances. 

That list is topped by another 
former Saints player, goalkeeper 
Peter Shilton. 


England 

125 - Peter Shilton 

115 - David Beckham 

114-Steven Gerrard 

108 - Bobby Moore 

107- Wayne Rooney, Ashley Cole 

106 - Bobby Charlton, Frank Lampard 

105-Billy Wright 



PETER SHILTON 


Here is a list of all the other 
international centurions for the 
Home Countries, as well as the 
Republic of Ireland. 

Scotland 

102 - Kenny Dalglish 

Northern Ireland 

119-Pat Jennings 

Republic Of Ireland 

142 - Robbie Keane 
132 - Shay Given 
110- Kevin Kilbane 
106-John O’Shea 
102 - Steve Staunton# 

Wales 

No Welsh players have reached a cen¬ 
tury of international caps. The highest 
number of appearances is goalkeeper 
Neville Southall with 92. 
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HOW THEY STAND 

Group A 

P W D L F APts 
Iceland (Q) 8 6 1 1 15 3 19 

Czech Rep (Q) 8 6 1 1 16 10 19 

Turkey 8 3 3 2 11 9 12 

Netherlands 8 3 1 4 13 10 10 

Latvia 8 0 4 4 4 16 4 

Kazakhstan 8 0 2 6 5 16 2 

Remaining games 

Oct 10: Iceland v Latvia 
Kazakhstan v Netherlands 
Czech Republic v Turkey 

Oct 13: Latvia v Kazakhstan 
Netherlands v Czech Republic 
Turkey v Iceland 


Group B 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F APts 

Wales 

8 

5 

3 

0 

9 2 18 

Belgium 

8 

5 

2 

1 

17 3 17 

Israel 

8 

4 

1 

3 

14 9 13 

Bosnia and H 

8 

3 

2 

3 

12 10 11 

Cyprus 

8 

3 

0 

5 

12 13 9 

Andorra 

8 

0 

0 

8 

3 30 0 


Remaining games 

Oct 10: Andorra v Belgium 
Bosnia-Herzegovina v Wales 
Israel v Cyprus 

Oct 13: Belgium v Israel 
Cyprus v Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Wales v Andorra 


Group C 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F APts 

Spain 

8 

7 

0 

1 

18 3 

21 

Slovakia 

8 

6 

1 

1 

13 5 

19 

Ukraine 

8 

5 

1 

2 

12 3 

16 

Belarus 

8 

2 

1 

5 

7 14 

7 

Luxembourg 

8 

1 

1 

6 

4 19 

4 

Macedonia 

8 

1 

0 

7 

6 16 

3 


Remaining games 

Oct 9: Macedonia v Ukraine 
Slovakia v Belarus 
Spain v Luxembourg 

Oct 12: Belarus v Macedonia 
Luxembourg v Slovakia 
Ukraine v Spain 


Group D 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F APts 

Germany 

8 

6 

1 

1 

22 7 

19 

Poland 

8 

5 

2 

1 

29 7 

17 

Republic of Ireland 

8 

4 

3 

1 

17 5 

15 

Scotland 

8 

3 

2 

3 

14 10 

11 

Georgia 

8 

2 

0 

6 

5 14 

6 

Gibraltar 

8 

0 

0 

8 

2 46 

0 


Remaining games 

Oct 8: Georgia v Gibraltar 
Republic of Ireland v Germany 
Scotland v Poland 

Oct 11: Germany v Georgia 
Gibraltar v Scotland 
Poland v Republic of Ireland 

Group E 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F APts 

England (Q) 

8 

8 

0 

0 

26 3 24 

Switzerland 

8 

5 

0 

3 

16 8 15 

Slovenia 

8 

4 

0 

4 

15 10 12 

Estonia 

8 

3 

1 

4 

4 6 10 

Lithuania 

8 

3 

0 

5 

6 14 9 

San Marino 

8 

0 

1 

7 

1 27 1 


Remaining games 

Oct 9: England v Estonia 
Slovenia v Lithuania 
Switzerland v San Marino 

Oct 12: Estonia v Switzerland 
Lithuania v England 
San Marino v Slovenia 

Group F 

P W D L F APts 
Northern Ireland 8 5 2 1 12 6 17 

Romania 8 4 4 0 7 1 16 

Hungary 8 3 4 1 6 4 13 

Finland 8 3 1 4 7 8 10 

Faroe Islands 8 2 0 6 5 12 6 

Greece 8 0 3 5 2 8 3 

Continued on facing page 


Saints ace Davis on 


THERE could well be a good rep¬ 
resentation of Saints players in 
next summer’s Euro 2016 finals. 

Here, JAMIE TRUSLOVE rounds 
up the state of the groups containing 
members of Ronald Koeman’s team. 

Cedric Soares/Jose Fonte - Portugal 

Summer signing Soares came off 
the bench and Saints skipper Jose 
Fonte was an unused substitute in 
Portugal’s 1-0 win over Albania on 
Monday. 

Soares came on in the 54th minute, 
replacing Vieirinha with the score 
still goalless. 

Portugal’s 92nd minute winner, 
courtesy of Miguel Veloso, means 
that they top Group I by three points, 
with a game in hand over second 
placed Denmark, who they host next 
month. 

Soares represented Portugal at all 
youth levels, and made his senior 
internatiol nal debut last Octrober in 
a 2-1 friendly loss in France. 

Fonte had to wait until he was past 
his 30th birthday before making his 
senior international debut, appear¬ 
ing as a half-time sub in a 1-0 victory 
over Argentina at Old Trafford last 
November. 

Shane Long - Republic of Ireland 

Shane Long’s Republic sit in third 
place in Group D, behind Poland and 
group leaders Germany, after 
European qualifying wins against 
both Gibraltar and Georgia. 

Long, 28, replaced Robbie Keane as 
a substitute in both games, scoring 
Ireland’s final goal in a 4-0 win 
against Gibraltar. 

He also played the second-half of a 
1-0 victory in Georgia on Monday. 

Double strike 

Long, who made his Republic debut 
eight years ago while at Reading, has 
won 55 caps for his country and 
scored 14 goals. 

He made his debut in a 2-1 win in 
San Marino in February 2007. 

Long then netted three times in his 
next six games, including a double 
strike in a 4-0 victory over Denmark. 

The £12m Saints striker appeared 
for his country at Euro 2012, coming 
off the bench against Croatia and 
Italy. 

In May 2013, Long scored the 
Republic’s goal against England at 
Wembley in a 1-1 draw. 

In March of this year, Long came of 
the bench to score a last-minute 
equaliser against Poland in a 2016 
Euro qualifier. 

Steven Davis - Northern Ireland 

Northern Ireland captain Steven 
Davis has led his country to the top 
of Group F. 

Michael O’Neill’s side require just 
one win in their final two group 
games to secure qualification to Euro 
2016 next summer. 


The Irish have never reached a 
European Championship finals tour¬ 
nament, and last reached a World 
Cup finals event in Mexico in 1986. 

Northern Ireland defeated Faroe 
Islands 3-1 last Friday, before Kyle 
Lafferty’s late equaliser against 
Hungary on Monday kept Davis and 
co above Romania. 

The Irish were down to ten men by 
the time Lafferty scored, with ex- 
Saints defender Chris Baird having 
been dismissed for a second bookable 
offence nine minutes from time. 

Davis made his full international 
debut in February 2005 in a 1-0 loss to 
Canada. 

Later that year he provided the 
assist for David Healy’s memorable 
goal that beat England in a 2006 


World Cup qualifier in Belfast. 

In May 2006, Davis became 
Northern Ireland’s youngest modern 
day captain against Uruguay in the 
United States. He was only 21 at the 
time. 

Dusan Tadic - Serbia 

Dusan Tadic came off the bench as 
Serbia beat Armenia 2-0 on Friday. 

However, Serbia’s win still leaves 
them bottom of Group I after six 
games, though they can still mathe¬ 
matically qualify for the finals. 

Tadic has won 32 caps for his coun¬ 
try and scored six goals. 

After making his debut for the 
senior side in 2008 when he was still 
19, he scored his first senior goal in a 


6-1 hammering of Wales in 
September 2012 in a World Cup qual¬ 
ifier. 

Graziano Pelle - Italy 

Pelle scored the winner for Italy as 
they beat Malta 1-0 in Florence, con¬ 
verting Antonio Candreva’s cross in 
the second half. 

He also featured in his country’s 
single goal triumph over Bulgaria a 
few days later - lasting 71 minutes 
before being taken off - as Italy 
extended their lead at the top of 
Group H. 

Pelle had to wait until he was 29 
before making his senior Italian 
debut, scoring the only goal against 
Malta in a Euro 2016 qualifier in 


SIX PAGES OF NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL START ON PAGE 34 



ON THE BRINK OF 
QUALIFYING: Northern 
Ireland skipper Steven 
Davis. 
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the brink of history 
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GOAL: Ex-Saint Theo Walcott soreres his second goal in the 6-0 win in San Marino. 


Valetta in October 2014. 

He netted his second goal on his 
third appearance last March, head¬ 
ing Italy into the lead in a 1-1 friend¬ 
ly draw against England in Turin. 

That looked like giving the hosts 
another success, before Andros 
Townsend fired a long-range leveller. 

Virgil Van Dijk - Holland 

Saints’ transfer window deadline 
day arrival Virgil Van Dijk was an 
unused substitute as Holland ended 
their chances of qualifying automati¬ 
cally for Euro 2016 with a 3-0 defeat to 
Turkey. 

Saints’ recent £llm signing from 
Glasgow Celtic is still waiting for his 
senior international debut, having 


previously represented the under-21s 
on three occasions. 

Fraser Forster/Ryan Bertrand - 
England 

Neither player featured in 
England’s Euro 2016 successes 
against San Marino and Switzerland 
as they are currently injured. 

Both, though, must be in Roy 
Hodgson’s thoughts for next sum¬ 
mer’s tournament finals squad. 

Bertrand won his first two senior 
caps in 2012, but had to wait until this 
year for his next two. 

The left-back’s return came as a 
late sub in Italy last March, while he 
started England’s goalless stalemate 
with the Republic of Ireland in 


Dublin in June. 

Forster was first named in a senior 
England squad in October 2012, but 
had to wait until November 2013 for 
his debut. 

Alongside fellow debutants Jay 
Rodriguez and Adam Lallana, 
Forster made his first appearance in 
a 2-0 loss to Chile at Wembley. 

Host of ex-Saints 

That appearance saw Forster 
become only the second person ever 
to play for England whilst a Celtic 
player - after Alan Thompson in 
2004. 

Forster’s second outing was against 
Honduras as a sub in May 2014, while 
he won his third cap the following 


November, starting against Scotland 
in a friendly at Celtic Park. 

There could also be a host of ex- 
Saints in Hodgson’s squad next sum¬ 
mer. 

Right back Nathaniel Clyne played 
in both the recent games against San 
Marino and Switzerland, while Luke 
Shaw started both in the left back 
role. 

Theo Walcott scored twice in the 6- 
0 win in San Marino, after coming on 
for Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 

The latter also started against 
Switzerland. 

Adam Lallana wasn’t included in 
the squad for those games as he was 
nursing a thigh injury picked up 
while on Liverpool duty. 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT daiIyecho.co.uk 


EURO 2016 QUALIFIERS - 
HOW THEY STAND 


FROM FACING PAGE 

Remaining games 

Oct 8: Hungary v Faroe Islands 
Northern Ireland v Greece 
Romania v Finland 

Oct 11: Faroe Islands v Romania 
Finland v Northern Ireland 
Greece v Hungary 

Group G 

Austria (Q) 

Russia 
Sweden 
Montenegro 
Liechtenstein 
Moldova 

Remaining games 

Oct 9: Liechtenstein v Sweden 
Moldova v Russia 
Montenegro v Austria 

Oct 12: Austria v Liechtenstein 
Russia v Montenegro 
Sweden v Moldova 

Group H 

Italy 
Norway 
Croatia 
Bulgaria 
Azerbaijan 
Malta 

Remaining games 

Oct 10: Azerbaijan v Italy 
Norway v Malta 
Croatia v Bulgaria 

Oct 13: Bulgaria v Azerbaijan 
Italy v Norway 
Malta v Croatia 

Group I 

Portugal 
Denmark 
Albania 
Armenia 
Serbia 

Remaining games 

Oct 8: Albania v Serbia 
Portugal v Denmark T 

Oct 11: Armenia v Albania 
Serbia v Portugal 


P W D L F APts 

6 5 0 1 8 4 15 

7 331 8 4 12 

6 3 2 1 7 3 11 

7 0 2 5 5 11 2 

6 114 5 111 


P W D L F APts 
8 5 3 0 11 5 18 

8 5 1 2 10 8 16 

8 4 3 1 16 5 15 

8 2 2 4 7 9 8 

8 1 3 4 6 13 6 

8 0 2 6 3 13 2 


P W D L 
8 7 10 

8 4 2 2 

8 3 3 2 

8 3 2 3 

8 12 5 

8 0 2 6 


F APts 

16 3 22 

17 4 14 
11 9 12 

8 8 11 

2 21 5 

3 12 2 



LEADING MARKSMEN 

WAYNE Rooney is join third 
highest scorer in the European 
Championship 2016 qualifying 
groups. 

His history-making penalty 
against Switzerland on Tuesday 
was his seventh goal of the quali¬ 
fying campaign. 

That still puts him three behind 
Poland’s Robert Lewandowski, 
and one behind German ace 
Thomas Muller. 

Top goalscorers 

10 - Robert Lewandowski (Poland) 

8 - Thomas Muller (Germany) 

7 - Edin D0eko (Bosnia) 

Wayne Rooney (England) 

Kyle Lafferty (Northern Ireland) 

Artyom Dzyuba (Russia) 

6 - Danny Welbeck (England) 

Arkadiusz Milik (Poland) 

Milivoje Novakovic (Slovenia) 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Sweden) 

Gareth Bale (Wales) 

5 - Gylfi Sigurbsson (Iceland) 

Omer Damari (Israel) 

Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal) 

Robbie Keane (Rep of Ireland) 
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Days when Saints 



September 121951 
Saints 2 Doncaster Rovers 0 

Eddy Brown gave Saints the lead, latching 
onto a rebound off the post to finish from 
a tight angle. Frank Dudley doubled the 
lead in this second tier win. 

September 121953 
Saints 3 Swindon Town 1 

Despite Henry Lunn giving Swindon the 
lead at half-time, a goal from Roy Williams 
and an Eric Day double gave Saints a 3-1 
victory at The Dell. 

September 131998 
Saints 6 Hull City 1 

Charlie Livesey belted four goals in 37 
minutes, to give Saints a 4-0 lead at half¬ 
time. Bill Bradbury netted a consolation, 
before Terry Paine and Tommy Mulgrew 
finished off the rout. 

September 121959 
Southend 2 Saints 4 

Lou Costello put Southend ahead after 11 
minutes, although Saints hit back through 
George O’Brien and Derek Reeves (2) 
before the interval. Costello reduced the 
arrears after the break, before Reeves, 
below, completed his hat-trick. 



September 121964 
Portsmouth 0 Saints 3 

Martin Chivers and Terry Paine gave 
Saints a 2-0 Hampshire derby lead at the 
break. John Sydenham completed a 
memorable win at Fratton Park. 

September 121970 
Saints 4 Derby County 0 

Ron Davies and Mike Channon both 
scored twice as the Rams were silenced 
at The Dell. 

September 131975 
Saints 2 Blackburn Rovers 1 

Bobby Stokes and David Peach gave 
Saints a 2-0 lead, before Kevin Hird 
replied from the penalty spot 

September 121994 
Tottenham 1 Saints 2 

Live on Sky Sports, Jurgen Klinsmann 
fired Spurs ahead in the sixth minute. Sol 
Campbell was sent off in the second half 
and Matt Le Tissier converted the resul¬ 
tant penalty. Le Tiss then popped up with 
a last minute winner. 

September 131977 
Saints 2 Crystal Palace 1 

Steve Perrin scored for Palace after 66 
minutes in this League Cup tie. Tony 
Funnell equalised for Saints in the latter 
stages, before Phil Boyer secured Saints’ 
progression ever later on. 


SAINTS were aiming for only 
their second win at The 
Hawthorns since 1984 when 
they travelled to West 
Bromwich Albion this week¬ 
end. 

Here, JAMIE TRUSLOVE looks 
back at all of the league meetings 
between the two sides at the home of 
the Baggies. 

October 5 1946 
West Brom 2 Saints 0 

Saints slumped to defeat in the 
first post-war meeting between the 
two sides at The Hawthorns, Ike 
Clarke and Jim Duggan scoring. 

Saints finished 14th in the old 
Division Two that season. 

November 8 1947 
West Brom 1 Saints 0 

Joseph Smith scored the only goal 
in the 51st minute. 

Saints improved to finish third in 
the old second division. 

November 27 1948 
West Brom 2 Saints 0 

The league leaders won with a goal 
in either half from Len Millard and 
William Elliott. 

Saints again finished third in the 
second tier that season, a place 
behind the promoted Baggies. 

March 27 1967 
West Brom 3 Saints 2 

Ron Davies scored twice for Saints 
at The Hawthorns, but Ted Bates’ 
men still suffered a defeat on their 
first top flight trip to the stadum. 

Tony Brown also struck a double 
for the hosts, with Jeff Astle on the 
scoresheet too. 

Saints keeper Eric Martin saved a 
penalty in the dying minutes. 

December 23 1967 
West Brom 0 Saints 0 

January 18 1969 
West Brom 1 Saints 2 

Ron Davies and Fred Kemp were 
on target as Saints claimed their 
first ever league victory at The 
Hawthorns. 

Tony Brown grabbed a second- 
half consolation, with Saints going 
on to finish a then club record sev¬ 
enth in the top flight. 

February 20 1970 
West Brom 1 Saints 0 

Saints keeper Eric Martin 
impressed, but even he couldn’t 
keep out Colin Suggett’s 65th 
minute winner. 

November 14 1970 
West Brom 1 Saints 0 

Richard Hartford scored the win¬ 
ning goal as early as the sixth 
minute. 

Despite the defeat, Saints finished 


seventh for the second time in three 
seasons. 

February 11972 

West Brom 3 Saints 2 

Mike Channon and Jimmy 
Gabriel scored for the visitors in an 
entertaining contest. 

Bobby Gould, Len Cantello and 
the consistent Tony Brown gave the 
Baggies victory. 

Saints finished fourth bottom, 
with West Brom just three places 
above them. 

March 24 1973 

West Brom 1 Saints 1 

Saints failed to pick up a win at 
rock bottom West Brom. 

That man Tony Brown fired The 
Baggies ahead, but Paul Gilchrist 


equalised on the hour mark. 

February 11975 

West Brom 0 Saints 3 

Peter Osgood, Mike Channon and 
Bobby Stokes all scored as Lawrie 
McMenemy’s 14th placed Saints 
surprised an Albion side who start¬ 
ed the day fifth. 

December 19 1975 

West Brom 0 Saints 2 

The Baggies entered the game 
unbeaten at The Hawthorns in nine 
league games, while Saints had yet 
to win away from The Dell. 

Goals from David Peach and Mike 
Channon ensured the formbook 
was well and truly ripped up. 

May 8 1979 


West Brom 1 Saints 0 

Tony Brown - yes, him again - 
scored the only goal as the Baggies 
took another step towards an even¬ 
tual third-placed finish. 

October 20 1979 

West Brom 4 Saints 0 

John Deehan, Gary Owen, Bryan 
Robson and - inevitably, it seemed - 
Tony Brown were on target as 
Saints suffered their heaviest loss at 
the Albion. 

September 27 1980 

West Brom 2 Saints 1 

Charlie George put Saints ahead 
just after half-time, but the Baggies 
hit back to win. 

For once, Tony Brown didn’t 
score. 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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were Brown-ed off 



Actually, that last sentence was a 
luge lie. He did score - twice. 

Both sides went on to finish in the 
op six, with Saints two places lower 
han their hosts in sixth. 

October 24 1981 
West Brom 1 Saints 1 

After conceding early on - invari- 
ibly Tony Brown on target - Mike 
Shannon levelled just before half- 
ime. 

May 7 1983 
West Brom 1 Saints 0 

In the penultimate game of the sea- 
;on, a goal from full back Derek 
>tatham - later to sign for Saints - 
;ettled matters. 

For once, Tony Brown did not 
score. But that was because he had 


retired. 

May 14 1984 
West Brom 0 Saints 2 

Meeting again at the end of the sea¬ 
son, Saints won thanks to goals 
from Dave Puckett and Steve 
Moran. 

October 27 1984 

West Brom 0 Saints 0 

March 29 1986 

West Brom 1 Saints 0 

Garry Thompson scored the win¬ 
ner for a Baggies side en route to rel¬ 
egation. 

September 14 2002 

West Brom 1 Saints 0 

Sean Gregan scored a late winner 


after Paul Williams was sent off. 

February 22 2005 

West Brom 0 Saints 0 

February 10 2007 

West Brom 1 Saints 1 

Kenwyne Jones opened the scor¬ 
ing for Saints on 18 minutes, before 
ex—Saint Kevin Phillips levelled on 
the stroke of half-time. 

April 28th 2008 

West Brom 1 Saints 1 

Adam Lallana struck his first ever 
senior goal for relegation-threatend 
Saints in the 77th minute. 

Chris Brunt equalised in the 84th 
minute as West Brom claimed the 
point that guaranteed them promo¬ 
tion to the Premier League. 


November 5 2012 

West Brom 2 Saints 0 

A Peter Odemwingie double on 
Bonfire night secured all three 
points for West Brom as Nigel 
Adkins’ men maintained their dis¬ 
mal start to life back in the top flight. 

August 17 2013 

West Brom 0 Saints 1 

Current Baggies striker Rickie 
Lambert scored a last minute penal¬ 
ty winner on the opening day of the 
season, after Luke Shaw had been 
fouled in the area. 

February 28 2015 

West Brom 1 Saints 0 

Saido Berahino scored the only 
goal after just two minutes. 


Keep up to date with local sport at dailyecho.co.uk 



Rugby World Cup 2015 


Nothing whets the appetite for a major 
sporting event more than the appear¬ 
ance of a book promising to preview 
the forthcoming action. 

Carlton Books’ Official Tournament 
Guide to the Rugby World Cup is likely 
to claim pride of place in many homes 
as rugby fans familiarise themselves 
with details of Samoa’s XV or look out 
for Argentina’s star performer prior to 
attending matches or watching them on 
TV. 

The Official Tournament Guide is a 
slick, full-colour preview of rugby’s 
biggest tournament, as well as being a 
useful source of pub quiz-style stats 
and facts. 

Former England flanker Neil Back 
penned Size Doesn’t Matter, an engag¬ 
ing, amusing autobiography, in 2001, 
but with Dean Eldredge, he’s produced 
a grittier, considerably more abrasive 
version in The Death of Rugby, the per¬ 
fect antidote to some of the blander 
rugby titles scheduled to be published 
this month. 

Back is particularly scathing of the 
behaviour of Michael Aland, former 
owner of The Rugby Football Club and 
apparently a man of means, who, 
according to the author, let Back and 



most others at the club go unpaid for 
months as he desperately (one 
assumes) tried to assemble the cash 
with which to pay them. 

We’ve grown disappointingly used to 
associating professional football with 
‘owners’ who are little more than two-bit 
opportunists; Neil Back’s timely warning 
reminds us that the trend could be repli¬ 
cated in rugby union. 

While Paul Donnelley’s Firsts, Lasts & 
Onlys doesn’t concentrate solely on the 
World Cup, his book contains enough 
rugby trivia to satisfy the most avid oval 
ball game fan. 

We learn of the only player to wear a 
monocle when playing in international 
matches, discover the name of the first 
full back to score a try in an internation¬ 
al (in 1934) and find out what was the 
last rugby union contest to attract more 
than 100,000 spectators. 

An early contender for ‘lavatory book 
of the year’. 

Finally, Julian Bennett’ssumptuously- 
produced and wonderfully-pho¬ 
tographed England Rugby Heroes 
reminds readers just how far the current 
crop must travel to rub shoulders with 
the nation’s true greats. 

The book’s succinct profiles includes 
players such as Martin Johnson, Jonny 
Wilkinson and Jason Leonard, as well 
as giants of yesteryear including Harry 
Vassall and Cyril Lowe. 

“The story of the best of those who 
have worn the England shirt,” writes Bill 
Beaumont in his foreword. 

They’re depicted here in their full 
glory. 
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1 il A I I I— and football knowledge and is 

A m k I open to readers of the competitor whose cross is nearest 


THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£50,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

gmM gk gk 0k noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

m~ *B lg MM ig IHilreSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I m CC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

Ar 0L I ■ IIIIII 111 - 10 for Dorset Echo 

Ul m ■ | WWW prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 
20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, 

Dorset Echos, Brighton Argus and 
Sunday Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 

.■k. 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 



Winners 


Competition number S35 


JACKPOT WINNER no 


WINNER 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Mrs S Soane, Horsham, West Sussex 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


D Bastable, Stockbridge, Hants 
R Beavis, Eastleigh, Hants 
J Blakely, Southampton, Hants 
H Boyes, Southampton, Hants 
J Butler, Southampton, Hants 
C Canton, Southampton, Hants 
M Carpenter, Southampton, Hants 
D Forder, Southampton, Hants 
J Franklin, Southampton, Hants 
D Graydon, Eastleigh, Hants 


S Hayles, Southampton, Hants 
C Jones, Southampton, Hants 
W McDonald, Southampton, Hants 
V Merriman, Totton, Hants 
P Perrin, Southampton, Hants 
J Read, Southampton, Hants 
J Robinson, Southampton, Hants 
T Ryves, Southampton, Hants 
R Stanbridge, Southampton, Hants 
A Summerton, Chandlers Ford, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 



SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 



Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 


12 September, 2015 


TITLE 

FIRST NAME 

SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


□ MR □ MRS □ MISS □ MS 


POSTCODE 


DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


L 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Dally Echo? 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 


n 

60 

GROSSES 1 

125 1 

u 

GROSSES 1 

200 1 
GROSSES 1 

□ 

325 1 

□ 

grosses! 


450 | 

□ 

grosses! 


published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

Newspaper 
House, 
Test Lane, 
Southampton 
S016 9JX 
Cheques payable 
to newsquest 


□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT □ YES □ NO 
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CHERRIES 2015/16 
Premier League 


Aug 8 Aston Villa (H) .L 0-1 

Aug 17 Liverpool (A)....L0-1 

Aug 22 West Ham United (A).W 4-3 

Wilson 3, Pugh 

Aug 25 Hartlepool (LC 2nd nl, A) .W4-0 

Kermorgant, Gosling, Stanislas 2 

Aug 29 Leicester City (H).D1-1 

Wilson 

Sept 12 Norwich City.A 

Sept 19 Sunderland .H 

Sept 26 Stoke City..A 

Oct 3 Watford .H 

Oct 17 Manchester City..A 

Oct 25 Tottenham Hotspur .H 

Nov 1 Southampton.A 

Nov 7 Newcastle United .H 

Nov 21 Swansea City.A 

Nov28Everton .H 

Dec 5 Chelsea..A 

Dec 12 Manchester United .H 

Dec 19 West Bromwich Albion.A 

Dec 26 Crystal Palace.H 

Dec 28 Arsenal..A 

Jan 2 Leicester City..A 

Jan 12 West Ham United .H 

Jan 16 Norwich City .H 

Jan 23 Sunderland.,A 

Feb 2 Crystal Palace .A 

Feb 6 Arsenal .H 

Feb 13 Stoke City .H 

Feb 27 Watford.A 

Mar 1 Southampton.H 

Mar 5 Newcastle United .A 

Mar 12 Swansea City .H 

Mar 19 Tottenham Hotspur....A 

April 2 Manchester City .H 

April 9 Aston Villa .A 

April 16 Liverpool .H 

April 23 Chelsea .H 

April 30 Everton ..A 

May 7 West Bromwich Albion .H 

May 15 Manchester United ..A 


POMPEY 2015/16 
League 2 


Aug 8 Dag & Red (H)..W3-0 

Bennett 2, Evans 

Aug 12 Deity (LC 1st, H) .W2-1 

McGurk, Chaplin 

Aug 15 Plymouth (A).W2-1 

Tubbs, Roberts 

Aug 18 Crawley (a) .DO-O 

Aug 22 Morecambe (h).D3-3 

Roberts 2, Stockley 

Aug25 Reading (LC2nd, H).LI-2 

Chaplin 

Aug 29 Luton (A).W2-1 

Evans, Tubbs 

Sept 1 Exeter (FLT, A).LO-2 

Sept 5 Accrington (H).DO-O 

Sept 12 Barnet . H 

Sept 19 Oxford Utd..A 

Sept26Bristol Rovers ...A 

Sept 29 Exeter .H 

Oct 3 Yeovil.H 

Oct 10 Cambridge .A 

Oct 17 Newport .A 

Oct 20 Stevenage .H 

Oct 24 Mansfield .H 

Oct 31 Notts County ..A 

Nov 14 Wimbledon .H 

Nov 21 Carlisle ..A 

Nog 24 York .H 

Nov 28 Wycombe ..A 

Dec 12 Hartlepool.H 

Dec 19 Northampton ..A 

Dec 26 Leyton Orient ..A 

Dec 28 Luton .H 

Jan 2 Crawley . ,H 

Jan 9 Morecambe .A 

Jan 16 Accrington .A 

Jan 23 Oxford Utd .H 

Jan 30 Barnet..A 

Feb 6 Leyton Orient .H 

Feb 13 Bristol Rovers .H 

Feb 20 Yeovil.A 

Feb 27 Cambridge .H 

Mar 1 Exeter..A 

Mar 5 Stevenage ..A 

Mar 12 Newport .H 

Mar 19 Mansfield ..A 

Mar 25 Notts County .H 

Mar 28 Wimbledon..A 

Apr 2 Carlisle .H 

Apr 9 Dag & Red ..A 

Apr 16 Plymouth .H 

Apr 19 York..A 

Apr 23 Wycombe .H 

Apr 30 Hartlepool ..A 

May 7 Northampton.H 


EASTLEIGH 2615/16 
Conference National 


Aug 8 Southport (A).W4-0 

Reason, Turley, Strevens, Constable 

Aug 11 Boreham Wood (H).W1-0 

Constable 

Aug 15 Lincoln (H).01-1 

Constable 

Aug 18 Welling (A).0 2-2 

Constable, Strevens 

Aug 22 Macclesfield (H).W1-0 

Lafayette 

Aug 29 Aldershot (A) .W2-1 

Constable, Cook 

Aug 31 Torquay (H) .W3-2 

Odubade, Cook, Payne 

Sept 5 Barrow (A) .L 0-1 

Sept 12 Gateshead .H 

Sept 15 Altrincham .A 

Sept 19 Chester .A 

Sept 22 Dover .H 

Sept 26 Wrexham . A 

Oct 3 Braintree .H 

Oct 10 Ttanmere..A 

Oct 13 Forest Green.H 

Oct 17 Cheltenham .A 

Oct 31 Halifax .H 

Nov 10 Dover .A 

Nov 14 Guiseley.A 

Nov 21 Grimsby .H 

Nov 28 Southport .H 

Dec 5 Macclesfield..A 

Dec 19 Kiddeiminster .H 

Dec 26 Bromley ..A 

Dec 28 Aldershot .H 

Jan 2 Bromley .H 

Jan 9 Kidderminster ..A 

Jan 23 Boreham Wood .A 

Jan 30 Wrexham .H 

Feb 6 Lincoln City .A 

Feb 13 Banow .H 

Feb 16 Gateshead ..A 

Feb 20 Forest Green..A 

Feb 27 Woking.H 

Mar 1 Cheltenham.H 

Mar 5 Braintree .A 

Mar 12 Chester .H 

Mar 19 Halifax .A 

Mar 26 Welling .H 

Mar 28 Torquay ..A 

Apr 2 Guiseley .H 

Apr 9 Grimsby ..A 

Apr 16 Altrincham .H 

Apr 23 Tranmere .H 

Apr 30 Woking..A 


WINCHESTER 2015/16 
Southern Lge Div 1 SW 

Aug 8 Bridgwater (H).W7-2 

BenUey 5, Glasspool, Fay 

Aug 11 Wimbome Town (A) ... .W 6-5 


Barron, Bentley 4, Short 

Aug 15 Yate Town (A).0 0-0 

Aug 19 Marlow (H).W6-1 

Glasspool 2, Flookes, Short, 

Tomassoll 2 

Aug 22 Evesham United (A).L 0-1 

Aug 29 Wincanton (FAC, H).W 5-1 

Dunn, Flooks, Glasspool, Bairon, BenUey 

Aug 31 AFC Totton (H).W3-1 

BenUey 2, Diaper 

Sept 5 Mangotsfield United (A) . .0 2-2 
Flooks, Barron 

Sept 19 Cinderford Town.H 

September 26 Didcot Town.H 

Sept 28 Burnham..A 

Oct 10 Swindon Supermarine..A 

Oct 17 Banbury United.H 

Oct 24 Bishops Cleeve.H 

Oct 28 North Leigh..A 

Nov 7 Larkhall Athletic ..A 

Nov 14 Shortwood United.H 

Nov 17 Marlow..A 

Nov 21 Tiverton Town.H 

Nov 28 Bridgwater Town ..A 

Dec 2 Wimbome Town .H 

Dec 5 Wantage Town.H 

Dec 12 Taunton Town..A 

Dec 19 Evesham United.H 

Dec 26 AFC Totton..A 

Jan 2 Bashley.H 

Jan 9 Slimbridge..A 

Jan 16 Mangotsfield United .H 

Jan 23 Cinderford Town..A 

Jan 30 Tiverton Town..A 

Feb 6 Yate Town . H 

Febl 3 Didcot Town ..A 

Feb 20 Burnham .H 

Feb 27 Banbury United ..A 

Mar 5 Swindon Supermarine.H 

Mar 12 Wantage Town ..A 

Mar 19 Taunton Town.H 

Mar 26 Slimbridge.H 

Mar 28 Bashley ..A 

April 2 North Leigh.H 

April 9 Bishops Cleeve..A 

April 16 Larkhall Athletic .H 

April 23 Shortwood United.A 


AFC TOTTON 2015/16 
Southern Lge Div 1 SW 


Aug 8 Taunton Town (A).L 2-3 

Watts, Gosney 

Aug 11 Wantage Town (H).0 2-2 

Watts, Gosney 

Aug 15 Shortwood United (H) .LO-2 

Aug 19 LarkhallAthlefic(A) .LO-2 

Aug22Didcot(H) .LI-3 

Sherborne 

Aug29Portchester(FAC,A) .LI-3 

Aug 31 Winchester City (A) .LI-3 

Simpson 

Sept 5 Yate Town (H).,W 2-1 

Feeney, Sherboume 

Sept 19 Bridgwater Town..A 

Sept 26 Cinderford Town ...A 

Sept 29 Bashley.H 

Oct 10 Tiverton Town .H 

Oct 17 Slimbridge..A 

Oct 24 Banbury United .H 

Oct 26 Burnham..A 

Nov 7 Swindon Supermarine..A 

Nov 14 Mangotsfield United.H 

Nov 17 Larkhall Athletic.H 

Nov 21 Evesham United . .A 

Nov 28 Taunton Town.H 

Dec 1 Wantage Town ..A 

Dec 5 North Leigh . .A 

Dec 12 Bishops Cleeve.H 

Dec 19 Didcot Town ...A 

Dec 26 Winchester City.H 

Jan 2 Wimbome Town ..A 

Jan 9 Marlow.H 

Jan 16 Yate Town. .A 

Jan 23 Bridgwater Town .H 

Jan 30 Evesham United .H 

Feb 6 Shortwood United. .A 

Fe 13 Cinderford Town.H 

Feb 20 Bashley ..A 

Feb 27 Slimbridge.H 

Mar 5 Tiverton Town.A 

Mar 12 North Leigh.H 

Marc 19 Bishops Cleeve..A 

Marc 26 Marlow ..A 

Marc 28 Wimbome Town.H 

April 2 Burnham.H 

April 9 Banbury United..A 

April 16 Swindon Supermarine.H 

April 23 Mangotsfield United.A 
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Free insurance 
with each new 
scooter 


chairs 
From £495 


^ EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


WARFARE 
THROUGH 
THE AGES 

ufifflUyEPTEMBER 


Coliseum 


023 8047 2377 

www.coliseumcoaches.co.uk 

Ml day excursions are subject to availability. 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


Quality coach trips 


Call NOW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


EXTRA -WIDE FITTING 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 


£20.00 

£32.00 

£20.00 

£36.00 

£21.00 

£19.00 

£32.00 

£21.00 

£40.00 

£51.00 


have arrived... 


Call today on 023 8047 2377 and quote 
DEI209 to request your free brochure. 

j GREAT DAYS OUT! 


15 SEP 
22 SEP 

24 SEP 

25 SEP 
04 OCT 
07 OCT 

10 OCT 

11 OCT 
18 OCT 
28 OCT 


Now £34.99 
Was £70.00 


Now £34.99 
Was £70.00 


STEPHAN SHOES 

184, Portswood Rd 

(next to Sainsburys Superstore) 

Southampton, S017 2NJ Now £29 99 

Tel: 02380 554437 Was £60.00 


Moreton in the Marsh & Bourton 
IOW Circular 

Clarks Village Outlet Shopping 
Malvern Autumn Show 
Sidmouth Donkey Sanctuary 
Wednesday Lunch Club 
Knitting and Stitching Show 
Camden Lock Market 
Bruges via Eurotunnel 

Shreks Adventure & Thames 
River Cruise 


Now £34.99 
Was £70.00 


‘Caring for you 5 


Now £29.99 


Was £60.00 


Now £39.99 
Was £60.00 


SALE NOW ON 


55 Was £65.00 


Now £29.99 


yyfe'Ml Cinfm jiu 

“L. Erapi.i^Vf.tai ’■ >.v rieker 

Van Dal 


Now £34.99 
Was £70.00 


reclining 


Home Choose Carpets 

jr . 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING * FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 
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World Cup 2015 
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Venue guide 


Your fill-in World Cup 
wallchart: pages 8-9 


France v Romania Sept 23 South Africa v USA Oct 7 


NZ v Namibia 

Sept 24 Bronze Final 

Oct 30 

Ireland v Italy 

Oct 4 



Italy v Canada Sept 26 

Scotland v USA_Sept 27 


9. Villa Park 

Birmingham 


capacity: 42,785 



. a* 

Vi, V # ' 



S Africa v Samoa 


Sept 26 


Australia v Uruguay 


Sept 27 


Tonga v Namibia 

Sept 29 

Namibia v Georgia 

Oct 7 

Italy v Romania 

Oct 11 


1. Twickenham 

London capacity: 81,605 


England v Fiji Sept 18 Quarter-final 1 Oct 17 


France v Italy Sept 19 Quarter-final 4 Oct 18 


England v Wales Sept 26 Semi-final 1 Oct 24 


England v Australia Oct 3 Semi-final 2 Oct 25 


Australia v Wales Oct 10 World Cup Final Oct 31 


2. Millennium Stadium 

Cardiff capacity: 74,154 


Ireland v Canada Sept 19 NZ v Georgia Oct 2 


Wales v Uruguay Sept 20 France v Ireland Oct 11 


Australia v Fiji Sept 23 Quarter-final 2 Oct 17 


Wales v Fiji Octl Quarter-final 3 Oct 18 


3. Wembley 

London capacity: 90,000 


New Zealand v Argentina 


Sept 20 


Ireland v Romania 


Sept 27 


4. Olympic Stadium 

London capacity: 54,000 


5. Etihad Stadium 

Manchester capacity: 47,800 


8. King Power Stadium 

Leicester capacity: 32,312 


South Africa v Scotland 
New Zealand v Tonga 
Samoa v Scotland 


lO. Kingsholm 

Gloucester capacity: 16,500 


Tonga v Georgia Sept 19 Argentina v Georgia Sept 25 


Scotland v Japan Sept 23 USA v Japan Oct 11 


11. Stadium mk 

Milton Keynes capacity: 30,717 


France v Canada 

Octl 

Samoa v Japan 

Oct 3 

Fiji v Uruguay 

Oct 6 


12. Amex Community Stadium 

Brighton capacity: 30,750 


South Africa v Japan Sept 19 

Samoa v USA Sept 20 


13. Sandy Park 

Exeter capacity: 12,300 


Argentina v Tonga 

Oct 4 

Canada v Romania 

Oct 6 

Argentina v Namibia 

Oct 11 


7. Elland Road 

Leeds capacity: 37,914 


England v Uruguay 


6. St James’ Park 

Newcastle capa 



ENGLAND 1/80 QFIJI 16/1 
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Preview 


► 


Team-by-team 
World Cup guide 



Richie McCaw has 
been a colossus 
for New Zealand, 
but can he lead 
them to another 
World Cup 
triumph? 


So who 
can stop 
this man? 


World Cup records 

142-0 

The biggest win in 
Rugby World Cup 
history, when Australia 
beat Namibia in 
Adelaide in 2003. 

37 

Most games won in the 
competition, by New 
Zealand. Japan are the 
team beaten most often, 
with 21 defeats. 

15 

The record number of 
World Cup tries scored, 
by Jonah Lomu (below) 
in 1995 and 1999. 



52 

The most tries scored in 
a single tournament, by 
New Zealand in 2003. 


When it comes to who will lift the World 
Cup at Twickenham on October 31 it is 
difficult to see it in the hands of anyone 
other than New Zealand’s Richie McCaw 


by Frank Malley 


AT 8pm on Friday, September 18 at 
Twickenham, following a ceremony 
expected to celebrate the day William 
Webb Ellis picked up a football and ran 
with it at Rugby School in 1823, 

England will line up against Fiji and the 
eighth Rugby World Cup will witness its 
opening act. 

The six weeks which follow might not 
produce an epic sub-plot to rival that of 
Nelson Mandela, Springbok captain 
Francois Pienaar and the birth of the 
Rainbow Nation 20 years ago, but they 
will provide a welcome alternative to 
the great god of Premier League football 
as well as answering some of rugby’s 
most intriguing questions. 

Can the northern hemisphere, in its 
own backyard, add to its solitary World 
Cup triumph, when England prevailed in 
Sydney 12 years ago? 

Can Ireland use their back-to-back 
Six Nations triumphs to provide 
inspirational forward Paul O’Connell, in 
almost certainly his last tournament, 
with a farewell fit for one of the greats 
of the game? 

Will Scotland, who seem at last to 
have remembered how to score tries 
under head coach Vem Cotter, be one of 
the tournament’s dangerous floaters? 

Which France will turn up, the one 
which lost embarrassingly to Tonga in 
the group phase four years ago or the 
one which lost undeservedly by a 
single point to New Zealand in the 
final? 

Most of all, can anyone depose 
reigning champions New Zealand, 
whose legendary black shirts with the 
silver fern have become a barometer of 
excellence sweeping all before them 


these past four years? But the first 
question has to be: Who will emerge 
from the so-called group of death? 

All major tournaments benefit when 
competition is keen from the opening 
gun. Pool A supplies just that, pitching 
England, Australia and Wales against 
each other, with the dangerous Fiji also 
in the mix while Uruguay provide the 
only ‘soft touch’. 

One of the big guns is bound to depart 
at the pool stage. 

The chances are that the ‘Twickenham 
factor’ will ensure it is not England. 
True, Stuart Lancaster’s men have 
displayed a worrying lack of discipline 
in their warm-up matches. At times they 
haemorrhage penalties while the 
set-piece at scrums and line-outs, the 
bedrock of their success, has proved to 
be fragile of late. 

But, just as in 1966 when Alf 
Ramsey’s team lifted the football World 
Cup at Wembley, they have home 
advantage. All England’s big games are 
at Twickenham, where a packed house 
will belt out Jerusalem and Swing Low 
Sweet Chariot, and the added value 
from such stirring emotion should not be 
under-estimated. 

England also have a prolific kicker in 
fly-half George Ford, a brilliant running 


full-back in Mike Brown and speedy 
three-quarters such as Anthony Watson 
with sublime finishing skills. The onus 
is on the pack to iron out recent 
problems and supply enough possession. 

It is difficult not to see Australia also 
progressing. They have flourished under 
coach Michael Cheika, and look a much 
more coherent squad since their series 
defeat by the Lions in 2013. 

A recent triumph against New 
Zealand in Sydney underlined their 
progress, especially up front, where they 
are bigger and beefier with the presence 
of players such as Scott Sio and Sekope 
Kepu, while Tongan-bom former rugby 
league player Israel Folau provides the 
back-line stardust. 

All of which is not good news for 
Wales. The Welsh are not easy to 
evaluate. They will certainly not lack 
fitness after heat training in Doha and 
copious jogs up the inclines of the Swiss 
Alps, but will sorely miss the 
devastating kicking of Leigh Halfpenny 
and silky skills of scrum-half Rhys 
Webb, who pulled out through injury. 

Fly-half Dan Biggar will have to 
control the ebb and flow of a match 
better than he has done to date. And 
George North must produce the 
consistent brilliance he displayed as a 


British and Irish Lion in Australia in 
2013. Too often for Wales, North has 
been on the periphery, rather than at the 
core of the action. 

But then World Cups have always 
demanded big players stand tall on the 
grandest stage. 

It is why Ireland will be looking to 
fly-half Jonathan Sexton, arguably the 
game’s most complete playmaker now 
that New Zealand No. 10 Dan Carter has 
shown signs of slipping ever so 
gradually over the hill. 

It is why France, with a pack more 
solid than at any time under Philippe 
Saint-Andre will hope veteran Frederic 
Michalak can display one more 
sustained cameo of brilliance to 
augment the finishing talents of Yoann 
Huget and the physical presence of 
Mathieu Bastareaud. 

Yet, following the completion of 48 
matches in 13 venues across England 
and Wales, when it comes to who will 
lift the World Cup at Twickenham on 
October 31 it is difficult to see it in the 
hands of anyone other than New 
Zealand’s Richie McCaw, the most 
capped Test rugby player of all-time. 

McCaw, the man who played the last 
World Cup final with a broken foot, is 
the epitome of the cerebral rugby player. 
A tough 17st flanker, McCaw is brilliant 
at the breakdown, but also astute in 
adapting to how a referee is interpreting 
the laws in any particular game. 

It is that marrying of the mental and 
the physical which makes McCaw, who 
has hinted at his intention to retire after 
the World Cup, arguably the best of all 
time. 

Few would argue that if New Zealand 
won a third World Cup it would be a 
fitting finale. 


22 

The most World Cup 
games played by any 
player without scoring a 
try, a record held by 
former England prop 
Jason Leonard. 

277 

Jonny Wilkinson’s 
record number of World 
Cup points. 

5 

The record number of 
drop-goals in a single 
match, kicked by South 
Africa’s Jannie de Beer 
(below) against England 
in 1999. 



6 

The record number of 
tries scored by one 
player in a single World 
Cup match, amassed by 
Marc Ellis in New 
Zealand’s 145-17 win 
over Japan in 1995. 



WHO WILL BE CROWNED CHAMPIONS? 

ARE 


NEW ZEALAND 


ujbjoe! lo fluctuation 
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Ford factfile 

Born: Oldham. Age: 22 
Height: 5ft 9in 
Weight: 13st 31b 
Position: Fly-half 
Club: Bath 
Club record: 

2009-12 Leicester 

41 games 

2012 Leeds 2 games 
2013- Bath 51 games 
National record: 

2008-10 Eng U18 14caps 
2011-12 Eng U20 Heaps 

2013 Eng A 2 caps 

2014 Eng Heaps 


Sexton factfile 

Born: Dublin. Age: 30 
Height: 6ft 2in 
Weight: 14st 71b 
Position: Fly-half 
Club: Leinster 
Club record: 

2006-13 Leinster 

HO games 

2013-15 Racing Metro 

40 games 
2015- Leinster 

0 games 
National record: 
2008-10 Ire Schools 

5 caps 

2011-12 Ire U20 lOcaps 

2013 Ire A Heaps 

2014 Ire 51caps 

2013 Lions 3caps 


Ford and Sexton 
crucial in the 
fight to be Nol 

by Frank Malley 


AS rugby educations go, 
George Ford’s comfortably 
falls into the elite category. 

It helps when dad Mike 
enjoyed legendary status as a 
rugby league scrum-half for 
Wigan, Oldham and Castleford, 
as well as Great Britain. 

It doesn’t hurt that, when 
Mike was Ireland rugby union 
defence coach from 2002 until 
2004, an impressionable 
nine-year-old George and his 
brother, Joe, used to kick balls 
with the Irish team at training 
sessions. 

They also found themselves 
in the Irish dressing-room after 
matches, drinking in the 
atmosphere, scenting the 
intensity and camaraderie of 
international rugby. 

George even remembers 
former Irish scrum-half Peter 



Stringer taking the Ford boys 
for ice creams in Dublin. 

Much of which explains why 
Ford has slid so effortlessly 
into the fly-half berth for 
England, displacing as first 
choice a man with a similar 
pedigree in Owen Farrell, 
whose dad, Andy, also enjoys 
legendary status in rugby 
league circles. 

If England are to harbour 
realistic hopes of winning the 
World Cup for a second time, 
then Ford must show that his 
education is complete. 

He must control the ebb and 
flow of the biggest matches by 
kicking well out of hand, as 
well as keeping the scoreboard 
ticking with penalties and 
conversions. 

Just as crucially, he must set 
England’s exciting three- 
quarters free to run at the 
opposition. 

Ford will do none of the 
above with ostentation. He is 
not a shouter. He does not 


scream orders, gesticulate 
theatrically or try to manipulate 
referees on a rugby field. 

The Bath fly-half is a silent 
executioner, one who gets in 
the opposition’s faces more by 
where he stands rather than 
how he snarls. 

Just ask Sir Clive Woodward, 
who knows a thing or two 
about World Cup-winning 
fly-halves, having worked 
closely with Jonny Wilkinson 
to engineer England’s triumph 
in Sydney in 2003. He is a 
committed Ford fan. “There is 
nobody better than Ford in 
world rugby at playing flat to 
the gainline and making a 
defensive-line second guess by 
drawing defenders towards him 
before offloading. He plays 
flatter than any other 
international fly-half,” said Sir 
Clive earlier this summer. 

“This engages rivals 
immediately, allowing others to 
play off him and test any 


defence.” Ford is special, no 
doubt about that. But the World 
Cup will be packed with 
talented fly-halves such as 
French veteran Frederic 
Michalak and New Zealand’s 
Dan Carter, a man who until 
recently was the undisputed 
maestro in the position. 

So who will be the number 
one No. 10 at the 2015 World 
Cup? 

Right now, with Carter just 
over the brow of the rugby hill, 
the smart money is on Ireland’s 
Jonathan Sexton, who gave 
Ford a master class in fly-half 
play in this year’s Six Nations 
when Ireland defeated England. 

Sexton might not stand as flat 
as Ford. His feet may not 
possess the same high-twitch 
twinkle. But when it comes to 
control, precision, variety and 
relentless consistency then 
Sexton is a guru of the genre. 

The 30-year-old from Dublin 
learned from the best in Ronan 


O’Gara and has an ability to 
carry out the coach’s tactics 
meticulously. He showed for 53 
minutes in that Six Nations 
triumph, before limping off 
with a hamstring injury, that 
accuracy in kicking for territory 
and kicking to chase is key to 
building pressure and scything 
open defensive holes. 

Sexton can run too, he can 
make breaks. He just chose in 
that match to use his influence 
in the right manner for the 
moment. That discipline comes 
with time on the job and there 
is nothing to suggest that 
22-year-old Ford will not be 
equally as adept when 
experience, too, is allied to his 
natural skills. 

Sexton’s match-winning 
talent has been obvious since 
he scored a winning drop goal 
to help St. Mary’s College win 
the Leinster Schools cup. His 
legend as a game-changer, 
however, was formed in the 


2011 Heineken Cup final for 
Leinster against Northampton. 

At half-time, Leinster, listless 
and lacklustre, were trailing 
22-6. They were sleepwalking 
to a humiliating defeat. At times 
like that sporting teams need a 
focal point to trigger belief. 

Sexton provided it, courtesy 
of a few well-chosen phrases. 
He urged his team-mates to 
remember what Liverpool had 
done in Istanbul in 2005. “I 
watch a lot of sport and that 
Liverpool game just stuck in 
my mind,” Sexton explained 
later. “I said that we see in 
sport that teams can come back 
like Liverpool did a few years 
ago. Stuff like this happens.” 

What happened next? 

Sexton scored two tries and 
kicked 18 points for a personal 
tally of 28 points as Leinster 
went on to lift the Cup with a 
33-22 victory which has gone 
down as one of the greatest 
comebacks in rugby history. 


ft 

If England are to 
harbour hopes 
of winning the 
World Cup, Ford 
must show his 
education is 
complete 


IE 
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3000/1 
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There’s a lot of youth in the 
squad, which brings excitement 



We’ve got enough talent 
to win it, says Robshaw 


by Duncan Bech 

CHRIS ROBSHAW is convinced 
England have assembled a squad 
capable of emulating their famed 
forebears of 2003 by lifting the 
World Cup. 

The hosts enter the most 
challenging pool in the 
tournament’s history with less 
experience than they would 
have hoped for, particularly 
in a backline that is full of 
promise, but short on 
proven international 
winners. 

A fearsome pack, 
however, gives 
England hope of 
progressing from a 
group that includes 
Australia, Wales and Fiji, 
with a first-place finish 
probably offering a 
kinder route to the final. 

Among the Red Rose 
stars are big-hitting lock 
Courtney Lawes, gifted 
playmaker George Ford 
and powerful rugby 
league convert Sam 
Burgess. Robshaw is 


. wvj 
1 


flooded with belief when he surveys 
his team-mates. 

“I believe this is a squad that can 
win the World Cup. There are enough 
guys who have played in big games in 
various competitions who have dealt 
with pressure,” said the England 
captain. 

‘There is also a lot of youth in 
there which brings excitement. 
The balance is very 
good. I look around 
and I’m confident 
in the players we 
have. 

“I’m very pleased 
looking at that 
squad with the 
guys you’re going 
to go into battle 
with over for what 
will hopefully be a long 
period of time.” 

As the figurehead of 
England’s challenge for New 
Zealand’s crown as world 
champions, Robshaw will be under 
scrutiny more than most. 

The 29-year-old openside has been 
an ever-present under Stuart Lancaster, 
leading the Red Rose in all but four of 
the Tests since the Cumbrian was 



w 


England squad 

Props: K Brookes (Northampton), D Cole 
(Leicester), J Marler (Harlequins), M Vunipola 
(Saracens), D Wilson (Bath). 

Hookers: J George (Saracens), R Webber 
(Bath), T Youngs (Leicester). 

Second rows: G Kruis (Saracens), 

J Launchbury (Wasps), C Lawes 
(Northampton), G Parling (Exeter). 

Back rows: J Haskell (Wasps), B Morgan 
(Gloucester), C Robshaw (Harlequins, capt), 

B Vunipola (Saracens), T Wood (Northampton). 

Scrum halves: D Care (Harlequins), 

R Wigglesworth (Saracens), B Youngs 
(Leicester Tigers). 

Fly halves: 0 Farrell (Saracens), G Ford 
(Bath). 

Centres: B Barritt (Saracens), S Burgess 
(Bath), J Joseph (Bath), H Slade (Exeter). 

Back three: M Brown (Harlequins), A Goode 
(Saracens), J May (Gloucester), J Nowell 
(Exeter), A Watson (Bath Rugby). 


Chris Robshaw has turned to 
some of England’s leading 
sports coaches to help his side 
prepare for the battles ahead 


appointed head coach in 2012, and has 
survived a few shaky moments to 
develop into an assured captain and 
leader of men. 

Knowing what lies ahead during the 
biggest six weeks of his career, 
Robshaw has been consulting others 
who occupy the spotlight in the hope 
of gleaning an insight into the 
temperament needed to prosper. 

“I try to speak to as many people as 
possible in the rugby forum and also 
outside of rugby, so sport in general, 
business, fashion, music,” Robshaw 
said. 

“It is useful to speak to anyone who 
undergoes that pressure situation, 
taking bits of information from them. 

“We have spoken to people like 
(former England cricket coach) Andy 
Flower and (England football coach) 
Roy Hodgson, who have been in big 
tournaments. 

“I sat next to Jimmy Anderson at 
Wimbledon this year just before the 
Ashes and Stuart Broad was at one of 
our games recently. 

“You pick up little things from guys 
like that who go into similar types of 
situations. 

“It’s about having that dedication 
and commitment to each other when 


you know there are going to be tough 
times ahead. You need to make sure 
that you are there for each other. 

“Being England captain is an 
extremely honoured position and you 
are always looking for ways to 
improve, as well and seeing how you 
can get the best out of your team 
mates.” 

Robshaw, who was a high-profile 
omission from the 2011 squad, has 
also learned a lesson from Martin 
Johnson’s class of 2003 on the 
importance of winning ugly. 

“It’s about learning how to win. I 
think everyone asks how do you want 
to play and how do you want to 
perform, but it’s about winning at the 
end of the day,” Robshaw said. 

“I have spoken to a number of the 
guys who won the World Cup for 
England and they said that they had 
times when they flew past people and 
times when they just about clawed 
their way through a game. 

“They could easily have lost those 
games. However, no-one really 
remembers those games unless you are 
a rugby fanatic. 

“It is about finding ways to win and 
doing what needs to be done in every 
situation.” 


£ 


ENGLAND TO WIN 
THE WORLD CUP 
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Third time 
lucky for 
Los Teros 



/ do feel I’m a better player now 
- I’ve got the balance right 


URUGUAY claimed the 20th 
and final place at the Rugby 
World Cup by overcoming a 
narrow first-leg deficit to beat 
Russia 57-49 on aggregate. 

That success, which saw the 
South American side roared 
on by a national record of 
more than 14,000 spectators 
at Montevideo’s Estadio 
Charrua in the second leg, 
means Los Teros will be 
gracing the finals for only the 
third time in their history. 

It also helped ease the pain 
of their agonising near-misses 
in qualification for the World 
Cup in 2007 and 2011, when 
they lost in the repechage 
play-off finals. 

Uruguay’s route to these 
finals was three years in the 
making. They beat Chile and 
Brazil to top the South 
American section and, after 
subsequently losing to the 
United States to once again 
find themselves involved in 
the repechage, Pablo 
Lemoine’s troops saw off 
Hong Kong in the 



Rodrigo Capo Ortega 

preliminary round. That set 
up the showdown with Russia 
and, after losing the first leg 
22-21 in Europe, Uruguay 
must have feared a third 
successive qualifying 
heartache. However, again 
aided by the boot of Felipe 
Berchesi, who converted 15 
of his 18 attempts in the two 
legs for a personal haul of 42 
points, plus three second-half 
tries, they turned things 
around in the second leg with 
a 36-27 victory. 

Coach Lemoine will rely on 
the experience of flanker 
Rodrigo Capo Ortega who 
returned to the national team 
in 2014 after a five-year exile. 

“From the day we board 
the plane to England to the 
moment our campaign ends, 
the whole tournament is 
going to be an incredible 
experience for us,” said 
Lemoine. “Playing big 
matches against big sides is 
an aspiration for our team.” 


by Nick Purewal 


MATT GITEAU stormed out 
of Australia’s World Cup camp 
angry, but justified in his 
decision to quit the Wallabies 
and sign for Toulon. 

Giteau parted on bad terms 
with coach Robbie Deans 
after being omitted from the 
2011 World Cup squad. 

The versatile playmaker 
jumped on the first plane out 
of Sydney, ending his Test 
career in the process. 

And up until April this 
year, that’s exactly how it 
stayed - no matter his peerless 
performances in claiming 
consecutive European 
club crowns. 

Giteau had long since made 
his peace with a final haul of 
92 caps and two World Cup 
campaigns, when new boss 
Michael Cheika - who took 
charge soon after Ewen 
McKenzie resigned in 2014 - 
reopened old wounds. 

For the first time, Australia 
could select overseas-based 
players - but only those with 
more than 60 caps. Giteau 
needed little convincing, 
despite the raw past. 

A third European title and 
that Wallabies return later, and 
the 32-year-old is once more a 



fixture among Australia’s 
myriad playmaking options. 

“When I left Australia I was 
no longer selected, so it was 
almost like the decision was 
made for me,” said Giteau. 

“I needed a change and a 
challenge, so I’d already 
decided to go to France before 
I’d been cut from the Wallabies. 

“So it almost reinforced the 
decision when I made it. 

“When I signed I knew the 
rules, I knew I could no longer 
be available for Australia. It 
wasn’t something I wasted time 
on, because they had the rule 
for a reason. 

“Michael Cheika’s a coach 
players want to play for. 

“He’s hard, but he’s fair with 
every single player: he doesn’t 
play favourites, he disciplines 
players if he feels that’s best for 
the programme, not because it 


appeases the media. He sticks 
with what he believes, and 
you’ve got to admire it. 

“He doesn’t separate himself 
from the team, and you can’t 
really argue with that. As a 
player that’s exactly the kind 
of coach you want to play for.” 

Giteau’s Test return after four 
years in the cold has left 
Christian Lealiifano surplus to 
World Cup requirements. 

Such is the Wallabies’ 
wealth of playmaking options 
that Will Genia and Quade 
Cooper could well offer 
significant dynamism from 
the bench. 

Nick Phipps and Bernard 
Foley were the starting 
half-backs before the shifts in 
selection eligibility - now 
coach Cheika must balance 
those talents around Matt 
Toomua’s strong claims for the 
12 shirt, and of course Giteau. 

Whether at 10 or 12, both 
Wales and England know 
full well the accomplished 
pivot could well prove their 
World Cup scourge. 

The ‘group of death’ line-up 
in Pool A means one big gun 
will miss out before expected 
time, and hosts England and 
Wales will be desperate not 
to fall by the wayside before 
the knockout stages. The 


Wallabies were disappointing 
in the 2014 Rugby 
Championship but, this time 
around, Giteau took the 12 shirt 
as Australia stunned New 
Zealand 27-19 in Sydney to 
claim the title with all the fire 
and flair in customary mix. 

As though that victory were 
not enough, the man himself 
admits moving to France has 
improved him as a player. 

Flanking Jonny Wilkinson in 
midfield laid a few ghosts to 
rest about the 2003 World Cup 
final, mostly because 
Giteau quickly realised the 
England fly-half’s extra-time 
drop-goal off his wrong foot 
was no fluke. 

Some of that famed work 
ethic has rubbed off, but so 
too has the Cote d’Azur 
lifestyle, and the French 
emphasis on family. 

“I do feel I’m a better player 
now,” said Giteau. 

“I’ve probably got the 
balance right with family life. 

“I’ve got a couple of kids 
now, that’s probably put rugby 
in the background a little, 
but it’s brought out the 
enjoyment. 

“Everything was driven 
around rugby for me before, 
but family life has certainly 
changed that.” 


Star player 


FROM the moment he 
made his debut against 
Scotland in 2012, it was 
clear Michael Hooper 
had a bright Test future. 

Injury resulted in the 
Waratahs flanker being 
given the Wallabies 
captaincy, and he 
announced his arrival as 
a world-class openside. 

A poacher in the 
classic Australian mould, 
Hooper’s strength over 
the ball and intuition for 
the timing of his steals 
set him apart. 

Despite often being 
the smallest forward 
on the pitch, he is a 
marauding ball-carrier 
who knows how to 
pick the right line. 





Giteau in 
mix after 
French 
lesson 




v 


Versatile playmaker Matt Giteau was omitted from the 2011 World 
Cup squad, but has bounced back after a spell playing in France 
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He is a player with the X-factor 
and one of the best in the world 


New Lomu' takes a 
me hype in his stride 



George North touches down to 
complete his brilliant try against 
Australia for the Lions, much like 
Jonah Lomu (inset) used to 


Star player 



SAM WARBURTON has 
proved inspirational 
since arriving on the 
rugby scene and is set 
to make a big impact at 
this World Cup. 

A seasoned veteran 
and yet still only 26, he 
is one of the most 
established captains in 
international rugby. 

He made his debut 
for Wales in 2010 and 
was appointed skipper 
a year later. His abilities 
quickly became noticed 
by the sport’s elite and, 
in 2012, he was handed 
captaincy of the British 
and Irish Lions for their 
memorable tour of 
Australia. 


by Frank Malley 


GEORGE NORTH has lived 
his entire professional rugby 
career with two words ringing 
in his ears: Jonah Lomu. 

Wherever he has turned, 
someone has been there to 
compare him with the 
legendary New Zealand wing 
who shook rugby and the World 
Cup to its foundations 20 years 
ago, when he redefined the 
boundaries of the sport and 
used England full-back Mike 
Catt as a doormat on the way to 
the try line for good measure. 

Former New Zealand star 
Frank Bunce was happy to tag 
North “the new Lomu” when 
he scored two tries on his 
World Cup debut four years 
ago. 

Wales legend Graham Price 
went further when he described 
North as better than 6ft 5in, 

19st, Lomu because 
“he is more skilful and can 
defend when the ball is put 
behind him”. 

There is no doubt about it, 
as he prepares for his second 
World Cup few players have 
been saddled with more 
pressure and expectation 
negotiating the early years of 
their chosen profession. Yet 



North, to his credit, has taken it 
all in his long and swift stride, 
lining up records one after the 
other like rugby players singing 
the national anthem. 

He was the youngest player 
to score a try on his debut for 
Wales at 18 years and 214 
days when he scored twice 
against South Africa in a 
29-25 defeat. 

He became the World Cup’s 
youngest try-scorer when he 
scored twice in Wales’ 81-7 
pool win over Namibia in 2011, 
aged 19 years and 166 days. 

In February he became the 
youngest player to gain 50 
international caps when he 
faced France at the age of 22. 

First. Youngest. Quickest. 
Best. North, now 23, is no 
stranger to superlatives, 
especially when he pulled on 


the Lions shirt in 2013 and 
scored a try which brought 
renewed comparison with that 
man Lomu. 

Receiving a kick deep in 
his own half in the first Test 
against Australia, North beat 
the first man, almost got 
ankle-tapped, then went round 
Berrick Barnes with ingenious 
sleight of foot before sliding 
in for the touchdown. 

Oh yes, he did also wag a 
finger at Australian scrum-half 
Will Genia, a gesture he 
instantly regretted. North is 
many things, but he is not 
arrogant, and was mortified 
that such a gesture might be 
perceived as such. 

The fact is he could be 
excused a little exuberance 
after scoring one of the greatest 
tries in Lions history, a try 
which Lomu would have been 
delighted to score and which 
former Lions coach Sir Ian 
McGeechan summed up as 
follows: “The way he scored 
it and the players he beat to 
score it makes it for me one 
of the Lions tries that you 
will always talk about.” 

That is the form Wales fans 
want to see in the World Cup, 
the type of finishing they might 
need if they are to progress 


out of Pool A, the so-called 
‘group of death’ which includes 
England and Australia. 

On the World Cup, North 
sees Wales v Australia in Pool 
A as a key match, but admits 
the squad have drawn belief 
from last autumn’s narrow 
33-28 defeat by Australia and 
their 12-6 victory against South 
Africa, Wales’ first victory 
against a southern hemisphere 
giant in 23 attempts. 

“It gives us confidence 
knowing that we can beat these 
teams,” said North. 

“On our day, we can beat 
any team.” 

North pushed his 6ft 4in, 

17st 21b frame through his 
August contact sessions with 
no problems, and looks in 
shape to be a rejuvenated force 
when the World Cup begins 
on September 18. 

Wales captain Sam 
Warburton said: “Physically he 
is a freak and I never thought 
he was going to miss the 
World Cup. He is one of our 
players with the X-factor and 
one of the best players in the 
world.” 

Twenty years ago they were 
saying much the same of Jonah 
Lomu. Those comparisons 
will not go away. 


McKee’s 
men must 
step up 

FIJI could cause an upset at 
the Rugby World Cup, but 
reaching the knockout phase 
is likely to be beyond them. 

They share a group with 
England, Wales and Australia 
and, for all their flamboyance, 
finesse and power, Fiji have 
never been able to replicate 
their Sevens success in 
15-a-side rugby. 

It is in the shorter format 
that the Flying Fijians have 
consistently left their mark 
on the world stage and, 
while two Rugby World 
Cup quarter-final finishes 
are not to be sniffed at, they 
should boast a better record 
in the traditional game. 

Fiji’s record appearance 
holder and points scorer 
Nicky Little believes that, 
given they are not expected to 
progress from their pool, Fiji 
should play without fear and 
try to entertain the spectators 
as well as the global audience. 

“This is the Pool of Death 
for the big boys,” he said. 

“We are not going there to 



Nemani Nadolo, right 


win it, so let’s go there to put 
bums on seats. 

“Let’s spread the message 
of Fiji rugby and Pacific 
Islands rugby.” 

While Little may no longer 
be on hand to galvanise the 
national team, there is a 
plethora of talent at John 
McKee’s disposal that, if 
harnessed in the right way, 
could achieve great things. 

Crusaders winger Nemani 
Nadolo finished the 2014 
Super Rugby season as 
joint-top try-scorer, and 
Asaeli Tikoirotuma helped 
the Chiefs to back-to-back 
Super Rugby titles in 2012 
and 2013 before joining 
national team captain 
Akapusi Qera in the northern 
hemisphere after agreeing a 
two-year deal at Harlequins. 

McKee will need this 
talented triumvirate to 
perform to the best of their 
considerable abilities if Fiji 
are to avoid an early exit. 
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World Cup 2015 wallchart 



The World Cup at 
Twickenham and, 
clockwise from 
above, England 
captain Chris 
Robshaw, Wales 
wing George North, 
Scotland full-back 
Stuart Hogg and 
Ireland captain 
Paul O’Connell 


YOUR AT-A-GLANCE 
DAY-BY-DAY GUIDE 

Pool 

A 

FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 

Fixture 

England v Fiji 

Kick-off 

8pm 

C 

D 

B 

D 

SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 

Tonga v Georgia 

Ireland v Canada 

South Africa v Japan 

France v Italy 

12noon 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

8pm 

B 

A 

C 

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 

Samoa v USA 

Wales v Uruguay 

New Zealand v Argentina 

12noon 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

B 

A 

D 

WEDNESDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 

Scotland v Japan 

Australia v Fiji 

France v Romania 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

8pm 

C 

THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 

New Zealand v Namibia 

8pm 

C 

FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

Argentina v Georgia 

4.45pm 

D 

B 

A 

SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 

Italy v Canada 

South Africa v Samoa 

England v Wales 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

8pm 

A 

B 

D 

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 

Australia v Uruguay 

Scotland v USA 

Ireland v Romania 

12noon 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

C 

TUESDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 

Tonga v Namibia 

4.45pm 

A 

D 

THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER 

Wales v Fiji 

France v Canada 

4.45pm 

8pm 

C 

FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER 

New Zealand v Georgia 

8pm 

B 

B 

A 

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER 

Samoa v Japan 

South Africa v Scotland 

England v Australia 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

8pm 

C 

D 

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER 

Argentina v Tonga 

Ireland v Italy 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

D 

A 

TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER 

Canada v Romania 

Fiji v Uruguay 

4.45pm 

8pm 

B 

C 

WEDNESDAY 7 OCTOBER 

South Africa v USA 

Namibia v Georgia 

4.45pm 

8pm 

C 

FRIDAY 9 OCTOBER 

New Zealand v Tonga 

8pm 

B 

A 

A 

SATURDAY 10 OCTOBER 

Samoa v Scotland 

Australia v Wales 

England v Uruguay 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

8pm 

C 

D 

D 

B 

SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER 

Argentina v Namibia 

Italy v Romania 

France v Ireland 

USA v Japan 

12noon 

2.30pm 

4.45pm 

8pm 


SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 

Quarter-final 1 

Quarter-final 2 

4pm 

8pm 


SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER 

Quarter-final 3 

Quarter-final 4 

1pm 

4pm 


SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 

Semi-final 1 

4pm 


SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER 

Semi-final 2 

4pm 


FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER 

Bronze final 

8pm 


SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 

Rugby World Cup final 

4pm 

TV COVERAGE: All matches on ITV or ITV4 



NAME THE FINAUSTS! 

AUSTRALIA V NEW ZEALAND 
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World Cup 2015 
18 September-51 October 
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POOL A 



18 Sept, 8pm, Twickenham, London 

HI England I Fiji ( 

20 Sept, 2.30pm, Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

"W Wales I Uruguay 

23 Sept, 4.45pm, Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

A Australia [ 


POOLS 


19 Sept, 4.45pm, Brighton Community Stadium 

^^S.Africa I I Japan 

20 Sept, 12 noon, Brighton Community Stadium 

t Samoa I I USA 

USA RUGBY 


POOLC 


19 Sept, 12 noon, Kingsholm, Gloucester 

Tonga I Georgia 4^ 

20 Sept, 4.45pm, Wembley Stadium, London 

New Zealand [ 


Argentina ' 


23 Sept, 2.30pm, Kingsholm, Gloucester 

i- 1 


Fiji 


vSlf Scotland I 


SCOTLAND 


I Japan 


24_Sept, 8pm, Olympic Stadium, London 

New Zealand [ 


Namibia 


26 Sept, 8pm, Twickenham, London 

^1 England I Wales 

27 Sept, 12 noon, Villa Park, Birmingham 

Australia [ 


Uruguay 


1 Oct, 4.45pm, Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

If wales 


Fiji 


26 Sept, 4,45pm, Villa Park, Birmingham 

^^S.Africa I I Samoa 

2^ept, 2.30pm, Elland Road, Leeds 

iSit Scotland I f USA 

SCOTLAND _ I 

3 Oct, 2.30pm, Stadiummk, Milton Keynes 

Samoa [ ' 


I Japan 


25 Sept, 4.45pm, Kingsholm, Gloucester 

IS? Argentina I Georgia 

29 Sept, 4.45pm, Sandy Park, Exeter 

Tonga L^l Namibia 

2 Opt, 8pm, Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

New Zealand L 



Georgia 


3 Oct, 8pm, Twickenham, London 

England I Australia 


3 Oct, 4.45pm, St James’ Park, Newcastle 

] Scotland 


S.Africa I 


6 Oct, 8pm, Stadiummk, Milton Keynes 

fit Fiji [ ' 


Uruguay 


7 Oct, 4.45pm, Olympic Stadium, London 

S .Africa [ 


I USA 


10 Oct, 4.45pm, Twickenham, London 

Australia [ 


USARUGBY 


4 Oct, 2.30pm, Leicester City Stadium 

S? Argentina I Tonga 

7 Oct, 8pm, Sandy Park, Exeter 

Namibia C 


Georgia 



19 Sept, 8pm, Twickenham, London 

France 

FFR 

23 Sept, 8pm, Olympic Stadium, London 

^ ^ France I 1 Romania ( 

FFR _ 1 

26 Sept, 2.30pm, Elland Road, Leeds 

s Italy I Canada * 

27 Sept, 4.45pm, Wembley Stadium, London 

Ireland I Romania 

Oct, 8pm, Stadiummk, Milton Keynes 

E|f France I Canada ^ 

4 Oct, 4.45pm, Olympic Stadium, London 

Ireland I I Italy 


a 


6 Oct, 4.45pm, Leicester City Stadium 

* Canada C 




Romania 


I Wales 


10 Oct, 2.30pm, St James’ Park, Newcastle 

Samoa L 


_ 


9 Oct, 8pm, St James’ Park, Newcastle 

Scotland M New Zealand I Tonga 

SCOTLAND / _ 


10 Oct, 8pm, Manchester City Stadium 

jrftf England I Uruguay 


POOL A TABLE 


W D L F A TF TA BP Pts 


11 Oct, 2.30pm, Sandy Park, Exeter 

Italy L 


Romania 


1 


11 Oct, 8pm, Kingsholm, Gloucester 

Ip 

USARUGBY 


USA I 


Japan 


11 Oct, 12 noon, Leicester City Stadium 

® Argentina I Namibia 


11 Oct, 4.45pm, Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 


France 


Ireland 


POOL B TABLE 
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POOL C TABLE 



POOL D TABLE 


W D L F A TF TA BP Pts 



FINAL TABLES 


Win.4 points 

Draw.2 points 

Loss.0 points 

4 or more tries.1 point 

Loss by 7 points or fewer.1 point 

If two teams finish level, the higher-ranked 
team will be decided by, in order: 

■ Winner of match between the two teams. 

■ Points difference in all pool matches. 

■ Tries difference in all pool matches. 

■ Most points scored. 

■ Most tries scored. 

■ Higher place in world rugby rankings on 
12 October, 2015. 


QUA TER-FINALS 


QF1:17 Oct, 4pm, Twickenham, London 

B1 I I A2 

QF2:17 Oct, 8pm, Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

Cl I I D2 

QF3:18 Oct, 1pm, Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

D1 I I C2 

QF4:18 Oct, 4pm, Twickenham, London 

A1 I B2 


SEMI-FINALS 


SF1: 24 Oct, 4pm, Twickenham, London 

Winner QF1 I Winner QF2 

SF2: 25 Oct, 4pm, Twickenham, London 

Winner QF3 I Winner QF4 


' CUP FINAL 


31 Oct, 4pm, Twickenham, London 

Winner SF1 I I Winner SF2 


30 Oct, 8pm, Olympic Stadium, London 

Loser SF1 I 



V. 

‘ tv * N, - 


1 


9 Australia ■ 2003 Eng 

lland ■ 

2007 South Africa ■ 2011 
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Pool B 



1/1/e will be carrying the hopes 
of a nation on our shoulders 




Fumiaki Tanaka 

Japan still 
a work in 
progress 

JAPAN boast more rugby 
clubs than any other nation 
in the world, but still have 
some way to go to join the 
sport’s elite. 

They conceded 21 tries in 
three matches to finish 
rock-bottom of their group at 
Rugby World Cup 1987. 

Comprehensive defeats to 
Scotland and Ireland in their 
first two pool matches 
suggested Japan were in for 
another wooden-spoon finish 
at Rugby World Cup 1991 
but, in their final round-robin 
match, the Cherry Blossoms 
got off the mark in fine style, 
running in nine tries in a 52-8 
victory against Zimbabwe to 
finish third in Pool Two. 

All Blacks great John 
Kirwan was appointed as 
Japan’s head coach in 2006 
and guided them to their first 
positive Rugby World Cup 
result in 16 years when a 
last-minute conversion from 
Shotaro Onishi earned them 
a 12-12 draw with Canada. 

Japan went into Rugby 
World Cup 2011 in confident 
mood having scooped their 
first ever Pacific Nations Cup 
title a few months earlier and 
risen to 13th in the World 
Rugby Rankings. Their 
disappointment at drawing 
with Canada and narrowly 
losing to Tonga illustrated the 
progress they had made 
under Kirwan in his five 
years in charge, while further 
losses to New Zealand and 
France were to be expected. 

The Japanese RFU turned 
to Eddie Jones when Kirwan 
chose not to renew his 
contract at the end of 2011. 

Jones has proved to be an 
inspired choice after leading 
Japan to 10 straight victories 
since taking over in April 
2012, including wins against 
Wales and Italy. 

Japan may no longer be 
able to call on international 
rugby’s all-time leading 
try-scorer, Daisuke Ohata, 
but scrum-half Fumiaki 
Tanaka is a tricky customer. 


Meyer backs experienced Springboks to complete a 
World Cup hat-trick - but predicts a close-run battle 


Star player 


BRYAN HABANA, South Africa’s highest try-scoring 
wing, remains one of the world’s most potent finishers. 

This is the man who once raced a cheetah as a 
publicity stunt, but the notion of any contest in a foot 
race underscores his status as one of the game’s 
quickest. His eight tries in South Africa’s triumphant 
World Cup 2007 campaign equalled the existing 
tournament record. 

In statistics alone, Habana’s record bears 
comparison with any of the all-time greats, and to 
sustain such speed, footwork and finishing power over 
a decade and more of Test rugby is a feat in the 
increasingly-mean modern era. 




«** & 


by Andrew Baldock 


SOUTH AFRICA coach Heyneke Meyer has 
predicted that the closest World Cup in rugby 
union history is potentially about to unfold. 

The Springboks were world champions in 
1995 and 2007, and they will be among the 
favourites to become rugby’s first three-time 
tournament winners over the coming weeks. 

Meyer’s men experienced a disappointing 
Rugby Championship campaign recently, which 
was highlighted by their shock home defeat 
against Argentina, but they are unlikely to be 
found wanting when the chips are down. 

“We are going to England with the hopes of a 
nation on our shoulders, and we would really like 
to make our country proud, but we are under no 
illusions about how tough it will be,” said Meyer. 

“The gap between all the nations playing in the 
tournament has shrunk over the 
years, and this will probably be 
the closest World Cup yet. 

“But the players have really 
worked hard over the last two 
months, and by time we get to 
Brighton for our first match, we 
will hopefully be firing on all 
cylinders.” 

South Africa are clear 
favourites to top a group that 
also includes Scotland, Samoa, 

Japan and the United States, 
although things could get a 
whole lot tougher after that. 

If they win the group or qualify as runners-up, 
then their quarter-final opponents look set to be 
England, Wales or Australia. 

“The Boks have generally done very well at 
previous tournaments, and our aim will be to 
build on that,” added Meyer. 

“A lot of our players featured in 2007 and 2011 
and will know what it takes to succeed. There is 
a lot of talk about the permutations for the 
quarter-finals, but our aim is only on the first 
game, against Japan.” 

Meyer’s squad includes three cap centurions 
- skipper Jean de Villiers, wing Bryan Habana 
and lock Victor Matfield - while Matfield and 
flanker Schalk Burger join a select group of 
players to feature in four different World Cups. 

But 16 members of Meyer’s 31-man group are 
World Cup debutants, and there is one uncapped 


player in the form of scrum-half Rudy Paige. 
“Every single player in our wider group worked 
incredibly hard, and to cut the squad to 31 was 
probably the most difficult selection I’ve faced in 
my coaching career,” said Meyer. 

“In the end, the selectors decided the 31 
players named were the best we have at the 
moment, but that is not to say any of the others 
won’t have a role to play, with injuries a reality 
in our game. 

“Because of the size of the squad, we also had 
to give more consideration to utility players who 
can move around between positions, such as 
Schalk Brits and Pieter-Steph du Toit, both of 
whom can play in the back row, as well as 
Coenie Oosthuizen, who can pack down on both 
sides of the front-row. 

“A number of our backs, such as JP Pietersen, 
Ruan Pienaar, Pat Lambie, Handre Pollard, 

Damian de Allende, Jesse Kriel, 
Lwazi Mvovo and Zane 
Kirchner, are all comfortable to 
play in more than one position. 

“I think the squad has a great 
balance between youth and 
experience, while keeping 
together the core of the team 
that did the country proud in the 
last few years. We also have a 
number of players who know 
what it takes to win a World 
Cup, and their knowledge will 
be very valuable.” 

Although players like De 
Villiers (fractured jaw), Duane Vermeulen (neck), 
Jannie du Plessis (knee), Fourie du Preez (knee), 
Willie le Roux (ankle), Francois Louw (shoulder) 
and Oosthuizen (neck) are all recovering 
from various injuries, Meyer has no doubt all 
will be fit by the time South Africa line up 
against Japan. 

“The best medical scenarios were taken into 
consideration with the selection process. Our 
medical team have worked incredibly hard with 
these players and we’re confident they will be 
ready to be considered to play Japan,” Meyer 
added. 

“Although they have not been able to train 
fully with the rest of the squad at times, they 
have really worked hard on their fitness and all of 
them are incredibly fit, some of them in the best 
shape of their lives.” 


South Africa 


ummm 


eve got the 
vnack to win 
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Denton: the man F 
mountain who 
would be king r 


Denton really is related to 
the author Rudyard Kipling 




Flanker Joe Tekori is a key member of the Samoa squad 

Samoa put faith 
in talented loane 


David Denton shows his strength against Ireland 


by Frank Malley 


DAVID DENTON is the sort of 
man who lives by the maxim 
that no rugby player should 
ever take a backward step. 

It is why he has no problem 
in declaring that Scotland can 
win the World Cup, despite 
having lost all five matches in 
this year’s Six Nations 
championship. 

Already the all-action 
Scotland No.8 has weighed up 
the possibilities of lining up in 
Pool B alongside South Africa, 
Samoa, Japan and the United 
States. He said: “Our first goal 
is to get out of the pool and 
then give ourselves every 
chance of winning the World 
Cup. We are in this sport to 
win. There is no doubt about 
that. 

“We have tough games, 
particularly against South 
Africa and Samoa, that we need 
to make sure we perform well 
in. It’s a pool I think we can do 
well in and then, if we get a 
favourable quarter-final, we 
move on from there.” 

Where does the optimism, 
some might say romanticism, 
come from? 

A clue is in the name. David 
Kipling Denton. 

Denton really is related to 
Rudyard Kipling, the short- 
story writer, poet and novelist 
chiefly renowned for his tales 
and poems of British soldiers in 
India and his imaginative 
stories for children. 

It is not exactly the closest of 
relationships, but it is on his 
father’s side and Denton has 
described it as “his grandfather’s 
great uncle once removed”. 

No matter, the famous genes 
are in there somewhere and 
Denton, who was born in 
Marondera, Zimbabwe, and 
educated in South Africa, was 
brought up on a diet of The 
Jungle Book, If and The Man 
Who Would Be King. 

Stirring tales are in his DNA 
and with Scotland - who lost 
narrowly to Ireland in their 
warm-up match in August - 
showing signs of significant 
improvement, there is hope that 
the saltires might be fluttering 
jauntily when the team start 
their campaign against Japan at 


Gloucester on September 23. 
There is much to suggest this is 
Denton’s time. 

In 2011 he was disappointed, 
missing out on the World Cup 
squad after coming off the 
bench and impressing in a 10-6 
win over Ireland in a warm-up 
match. In retrospect at 22 he 
was too green, although his 
6ft 5ins frame, 17st 71bs frame 
marked him out as one for the 
future. 

As Scotland failed to reach 
the knockout stage for the first 
time in their history in that 
World Cup perhaps fate was 
looking after the man whose 
bone-crunching tackles, 


scavenging at the breakdown 
and rampaging running in the 
loose have been one of the 
bright lights in what has been 
a dark period in Scotland rugby. 

One particularly luminous 
cameo has been played time 
after time on YouTube, a 
stirring big-hit by Denton 
which dumped legendary 
flanker and All Blacks captain 
Richie McCaw on his backside 
during an autumn international 
in 2012, albeit one which 
Scotland lost 51-22. 

When asked about Denton’s 
strengths, former Scotland 
coach Andy Robinson paused 
for a second before saying: “He 



gets the crowd going.” It was a 
simple summarisation, an 
accurate one too if you consider 
the murmur of anticipation 
which courses through Scottish 
supporters when he is integral 
to a move. 

There is rich Scottish blood 
in the Denton veins, despite his 
formative years being spent in 
Africa. 

He qualifies for Scotland 
courtesy of his Scottish mother, 
who was bom in Glasgow. His 
uncle, Johnnie Cole-Hamilton, 
is an executive director of the 
R&A and his grandfather was 
head of the Clydesdale Bank. 

On top of that he also 
reminds everyone of John 
Jeffrey, the former Scotland 
flanker who was described as 
“one of the most galvanising 
sights in rugby” throughout the 
1980s and early 1990s. 

Jeffrey was also famous for 
being banned for six months by 
the Scottish Rugby Union in 
1988 after playing football with 
the Calcutta Cup in Edinburgh, 
together with England’s Dean 
Richards. 

The trophy was severely 
dented and cost hundreds of 
pounds to repair. 

Denton, mature beyond his 
25 years, is unlikely to emulate 
such high jinks. Professional 
times are more muted but just 
as Jeffrey’s blond hair ensured 
he stood out from the rest, 
Denton’s flaxen locks make 
him unmistakeable when he is 
first to the breakdown point, 
first with the tackle, first with 
an inspired counter. 

They are admirable qualities. 
However, whatever Denton 
says, they will not be enough 
for Scotland to win this World 
Cup. But don’t mle out the odd 
shock. 


TJ IOANE’S inclusion in 
coach Stephen Betham’s 
squad last year for Tests 
against Italy, Canada and 
England was one call-up to 
get Samoa fans excited. 

The powerhouse loose 
forward was in terrorising 
form during the 2014 Super 
Rugby season as the 
Highlanders reached the 
knockout stages. 

Ioane’s lung-busting 
displays around the 
breakdown had seen him 
tipped by many to force his 
way into the All Blacks 
reckoning but, given he is 
25, he has opted for the 
country of birth, and Steve 
Hansen’s loss is Betham’s 
gain. 

Samoa go into the World 
Cup with high hopes of 


THE United States can count 
its total number of Rugby 
World Cup wins on one hand, 
but it has never been short of 
optimism or confidence. 

It is a little-known fact that 
the United States are the 
defending Olympic 
champions in rugby, although 
the sport hasn’t featured at 
the Games since 1924. 

An increasing number of 
the squad playing 
professionally in Europe 
means this is the most 
intriguing United States team 
in living memory. 

The side has plenty of 
experience thanks to the likes 
of Eric Fry (Newcastle), Scott 
Lavalla (Stade Francais), 
Blaine Scully (Leicester), 
Hayden Smith (Saracens) and 


making the quarter-finals for 
the first time since 1995. 

That’s a distinct possibility 
given Samoa ended 2014 only 
two places behind Scotland in 
10th in the World rugby 
rankings and boast seasoned 
Premiership, Super Rugby 
and Top 14 players in the 
form of George Pisi, Joe 
Tekori, James Johnston, 
Daniel Leo and Sakaria 
Taulafo. 

The clash with Scotland in 
Newcastle on October 10 will 
likely determine who finishes 
Pool B runner-up. 

Samoa will be hoping it’s 
a different outcome to the 
quarter-final play-off round 
in 1999 when Scotland ended 
their interest as Kenny Logan 
inspired them to a 35-20 win 
at Murrayfield. 


Cam Dolan (Northampton). 

Of the squad which played in 
their qualifying matches 
against Uruguay, 14 of the 26 
were playing professionally 
overseas, including 10 of them 
in England. 

The United States have 
been putting their increased 
experience to good use, 
recording victories over 
Georgia, Romania and Russia 
in the build-up to Rugby 
World Cup 2015, creeping 
back up the rankings in the 
process. 

With the draw putting 
them up against South Africa, 
Scotland, Samoa and Japan, 
there is hope that this can be 
the year they record multiple 
wins at a Rugby World Cup 
for the first time. 


Europe influence 
can help US shine 


l£a 


SCOTLAND TO WIN POOL B 


HP twitter.com/stanjames 

14/1 f fa c ebook .com/stan ja mesbet 


AppStore 


ns apply See WWW SI 


StanJames.com 

who are you with? 

Worries com tor further deUrts www gomoieowore co ufc 



































28 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, September 12,2015 


Pool C 



it's one thing to win the 
Cup, another to hold on 


World 
to it 


Georgia 
out to 
impress 

RUGBY has been a hugely 
popular sport in Georgia 
since a domestic league was 
founded in 1961. 

The majority of its first 
three decades were played in 
the shadow of the USSR, but 
following independence in 
1991, Georgia became 
members of World Rugby 
and narrowly failed to qualify 
for the 1999 World Cup after 
losing a two-legged play-off 
against Tonga. 

Georgian rugby signalled 
its arrival on the 
international stage at the 
2007 World Cup when 
Giorgi Shkinin intercepted a 
stray pass from Ireland’s 
Peter Stringer and stormed 
70 yards to touch down at 
the Stade Chaban-Delmas 
in Bordeaux. 

Ireland eventually battled 
to a 14-10 victory, but the 
way Georgia pushed their 
opponents to the limit ended 
any notion of them being 
there merely to make up 
the numbers. 

Georgia have continued to 
build steadily on that success, 



Giorgi Shkinin 


winning six of the last seven 
European Nations Cup 
tournaments, effectively the 
continent’s second-tier 
international competition 
behind the Six Nations, which 
qualified them for this year’s 
World Cup as of right. 

In 2013, they managed 
another breakthrough when 
they held on for 16-15 win 
over Samoa, arguably 
eclipsing their showing 
against Ireland as the most 
notable performance in the 
nation’s rugby history. 

Georgia Rugby Union 
president Giorgi Nizharadze 
said then: “I have never seen 
such creative play from us.” 

But with success comes 
expectation. Georgia will 
expect to see off both Tonga 
and Namibia, avoid an 
embarrassment against the 
mighty All Blacks, while the 
clash with Argentina could 
prove decisive. 



Case for defence 


by Matt McGeehan 


NEW ZEALAND have been breaking 
the mould since the days of Jonah 
Lomu. 

Now the All Blacks will bid to do 
what no team has done before and 
successfully defend the World Cup title. 

“It’s one thing winning it, it’s another 
thing defending it,” said Lomu, who left 
an indelible mark on the game with his 
performances in the 1995 and 1999 
tournaments, despite never winning 
the trophy. 

“No one’s ever done it. New Zealand 
are hoping to do it. They’re the ones that 
hold the trophy. 

“Until they’re knocked off the perch 
they’re still the team to beat. 

“But a World Cup is a funny thing. It 
doesn’t matter how good you are prior 
to it, it could all change.” 

In many senses it could be easier for 
Steve Hansen’s side than it was four 
years ago when, on home soil and after 
24 years of trying, New Zealand finally 


History-chasing 
All Blacks still team 
to beat, says Lomu 

regained the Webb Ellis Trophy. 

The burden laid heavy on the All 
Blacks, whose fourth-choice fly-half 
Stephen Donald was called up from his 
fishing break to kick the decisive 
penalty in Auckland. 

Only in the inaugural 1987 
tournament had a New Zealand team 
won before. 

Despite the All Blacks often being the 
world’s best consistently and building 
up a formidable record since their 
success in 2011, they floundered in the 
big tournaments. 

And they finally overcame nemeses 
Erance, who beat them in the 1999 and 
2007 tournaments when they were 
favourites. 

They had to think of all the great 
names who pulled on the famous black 


jersey before them and fell short of 
glory, a list led by Lomu. 

The 6ft 5in, 18-and-a-half stone Lomu 
astounded everyone with his pace, 
power and try-scoring at the 1995 
tournament. 

Lour of his World Cup record haul of 
15 tries came in the semi-final with 
England in Cape Town. 

Then hosts South Africa, in a 
stunning show of post-Apartheid unity, 
won the tournament, having managed 
to subdue Lomu in the final. 

“It’s not a regret in any way. You can’t 
win them all,” Lomu said. 

“I’ve been blessed to be able to play 
in two World Cups. That’s two more 
than most people. 

“Ninety-five was the closest I got to 
the World Cup. We had one hand on it, 
the other hand couldn’t quite get 
there. 

“We went down in history in that 
tournament itself in terms of what it 
did. It was more than just a game. 

“A way of showcasing South Africa 


and showing things had changed, 
especially with Nelson Mandela. 

“In 1999 we were beaten by a better 
Lrench side on the day” 

Lew players, if any, have had an 
impact comparable to Lomu’s. 

There are plenty of bigger backs and 
wings on display - Wales’ George North 
to name one - now. 

But Lomu remains the original and 
the one against whom comparisons 
are made. 

“The hardest part for a lot of them is 
if they’re big and tall and quick they 
get compared to me,” Lomu said. 

“That’s quite humbling to be 
thought of in that way That’s what 
happens if you’re first. 

“But I was heavier than any of the 
wingers playing now. I played at 
18-and-a-half stone. There still isn’t a 
winger that heavy” 

It may not be possible to match 
Lomu, but New Zealand can make 
history by claiming a third title by 
October 31. 


FRANCE 30 AUSTRALIA 24 (1987 semi-final) 

FRANCE’S knack of pulling off incredible 
World Cup fightbacks began at the first 
tournament when they came from behind 
three times to beat favourites Australia in 
Sydney. With the scores level at 24-24, 
extra-time appeared inevitable until France 
scored arguably the finest try in World Cup 
history. Starting deep within their half, they ran 
the ball through the hands of 11 players before 
Serge Blanco powered over in the corner. 


3 of the best World Cup matches 

FRANCE 43 NEW ZEALAND 31 (1999 semi-final) 

THE greatest World Cup game and one of the 
best rugby matches of all time. Even now, it 
almost defies belief how France managed to 
come back from 24-10 down against a New 
Zealand side that had swept all before them. 
Victory was inspired by fly-half Christophe 
Lamaison, only in the side due to an injury to 
Thomas Castaignede. 


ENGLAND 20 AUSTRALIA 17 (2003 final) 

DESPITE a number of great games down the 
years, the World Cup had failed to provide a 
fitting final, with matches either too one-sided 
or simply insipid affairs. England and Australia 
changed all that 12 years ago in a thrilling 
encounter at Sydney’s Telstra Dome. The 
heart-stopping Jonny Wilkinson drop goal just 
26 seconds from time was merely the icing on 
the cake after Elton Flatley slotted a last-gasp 
effort to take the game to extra-time. 
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If we continue to work hard, 
things will go well for us 


Creevy the dreamer 
plots a big u 




Agustin Creevy is relishing the opportunity to lead Argentina, who will face New Zealand in their opening game 


by Cindy Garcia-Bennett 


AGUSTIN CREEVY has 
already achieved one milestone 
in his career by being named 
the captain of Argentina. 

And he is relishing the 
chance to lead Los Pumas at 
the World Cup. 

The 30-year-old has other, 
more important aims. “The 
dream is to be champion,” he 
said. “World champion.” 

Los Pumas will make their 
debut in this year’s tournament 
against New Zealand at 
Wembley on September 20. 

The South Americans will 
take on Georgia in Gloucester 
five days later before meeting 
Tonga at the King Power 
Stadium in Leicester on 
October 4. 

Argentina take on Namibia, 
also in Leicester, in their last 
Pool C match. 

The tournament represents a 
huge opportunity for La 
Plata-born Creevy, who has 
played for Worcester Warriors 
in the Championship since 
2013, when he joined from 
Montpellier. 

He played in every game in 
his first World Cup in 2011. 

Now he has the additional 
responsibility as captain. 

“Lor me it is very important 



to be captain at this World 
Cup,” he said. “It’s one of the 
most important things that has 
happened in my sporting life. 

“I’m going to enjoy it and 
wear with honour the captain’s 
armband and hope to continue 
to guide the players. I will try 
to contribute by taking the team 
to go as far as possible.” 

Creevy made his Test debut 
for Argentina in 2005 and has 
gone on to earn 40 caps. He 
appreciates every opportunity 
to wear the national team shirt. 

“There are many players that 
didn’t make the team and we 
are sad for them,” he said. 

“We are capable of playing an 
historic World Cup. 

“We have a difficult pool and 
we have to demand the best 
from ourselves in order to have 
a chance. If we continue to 
work hard, with humility in 


training, things will go well for 
us.” 

If overcoming the All Blacks 
or winning the World Cup is a 
far-fetched notion to the wider 
rugby world, it is worth 
remembering that Argentina 
made it to the semi-finals in 
2007 and ended up third after 
beating hosts Trance in the 
opening match of the 
tournament in Paris. 

Their excellent result in 2007 
was rewarded with a place in 
the Rugby Championship from 
2012 but it was only in the 
2014 tournament, in their final 
match against Australia, that 
Argentina managed to record 
a victory. 

Their displays at World Cup 
2011 were also tinged with 
disappointment as the team 
qualified for the last eight 
behind England, but were 
convincingly beaten by the All 
Blacks in Auckland. 

The country’s traditional 
approach of defensive solidity 
built on a sturdy pack has 
needed adapting in recent years, 
but there has been enough in 
recent performances to suggest 
Daniel Hourcade’s side are 
starting to make the transition. 

History suggests the Pumas 
will be more than up for the 
fight. 


Star player 



NICOLAS SANCHEZ 
was handed his Test 
debut in May 2010 and 
has long since 
cemented himself as 
the Pumas’ most 
reliable performer. 

The small but fearless 
fly-half’s tenacious style 
of play embodies the 
Argentine spirit, but he 
is also his side’s 
creative fulcrum - 
shown by his place as 
top tackier in the 2013 
Rugby Championship 
and highest points 
scorer in the 2014 
tournament. Sanchez’s 
fitness and form will be 
crucial if Argentina are 
to trouble the latter 
stages in England. 


Tonga ready to 
cause a shock 


TONGA will be hoping that 
they can advance to the latter 
stages of the World Cup for 
the first time. 

The Pacific Islanders 
have climbed to 13th in the 
World rugby rankings - 
leapfrogging Italy in the 
process - on the back of a 
string of fine performances at 
the 2011 World Cup. 

Tonga provided one of the 
biggest shocks of the 
tournament when they 
stunned eventual finalists 
France 19-14 in Wellington to 
announce they are a side that 
are not to be taken lightly. 

But for a surprise 25-20 
defeat by Canada and a bit of 
luck, Tonga would have 
replaced the off-colour 
Europeans in the quarter¬ 
finals. 

The statement of intent fell 
short though, as the victory 
over France came in their 
final group match and that, 
along with a resounding 31-18 
win against Japan, was not 
enough to progress after they 
had already recorded a defeat 
against New Zealand. 

The 2003 World Cup can 
be considered as Tonga’s 
lowest point in the history of 
the tournament as they 
slumped to four defeats. 

Arguably, this lowest ebb 
provided a catalyst for 
change and by 2007, Tonga 
had assembled their strongest 
line-up to date with lock 



Kisi Pulu 


Viliami Vaki, No.8 Finau 
Maka and flanker Nili Latu 
in the squad - genuine 
world-class competitors who 
gave Tonga an edge. 

Tonga began with a 25-15 
win over the United States 
before beating Samoa 19-15. 

With the knockout stages 
still within their sights, Tonga 
went into their next game 
against South Africa knowing 
that victory would be 
enough to see them over 
the line. 

An epic match ensued, with 
Tonga taking a 10-7 lead 
early in the second half when 
prop Kisi Pulu was driven 
over. Nerves were jangling for 
the Springboks, but they hit 
back to overhaul the Sea 
Eagles and record a hard- 
fought 30-25 victory. 

It meant Tonga had to win 
their last group game against 
England, but the boot of 
Jonny Wilkinson saw 
England triumph 36-20. 


Tough tests await 
underdogs Namibia 


NAMIBIA looked set to miss 
out on qualification for the 
World Cup before clinching 
their place in dramatic 
fashion. 

They went into their last 
game against Madagascar 
needing a substantial 53-point 
winning margin to pip 
Zimbabwe, but they need not 
have worried as they ran in 
13 tries in total to win 89-10. 

Renaldo Bothma bagged 
four of them as Namibia 
outclassed the Madagascans 
to become the second African 
side at the tournament. 

One man who will be key 
for Danie Vermeulen’s side is 
back-row forward Tinus du 
Plessis, who played at the 
2011 World Cup. 

Namibia face the toughest 
possible start to their 2015 
campaign as they take on 
New Zealand at the Olympic 
Stadium on September 24. 



Tinus du Plessis 


Over the course of Namibia’s 
15 previous World Cup 
matches they have shipped a 
total of 974 points, with 60 
per cent of their opponents 
racking up a score of at 
least 50. 

There is no hiding that 
those statistics make for grim 
reading, but the Welwitschias 
will be hoping to break their 
World Cup hoodoo with a 
first win. 
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/ don't think I’m a new man. I’m 
leaving the fame to others now 


Romania 
focus on 
progress 


ROMANIA have the chance 
to prove they are once again 
ready to become a force on 
the international stage. 

They have struggled to 
re-establish themselves as a 
threat to the tier-one sides 
after their period of strength 
ended in the late 1980s. 

The Romanian Revolution 
in 1989 changed the face of 
rugby in the country 
completely, leaving the 
national side at rock bottom 
and needing to rebuild from 
the ground up. 

Before that time, the 
state-funded top club sides 
CSA Steaua Bucuresti and 
Dinamo Bucharest, with the 
teams predominantly made 
up of players serving in the 
police and army. 

It made for a strong 
national side, which defeated 
Wales, Scotland and France 
in the run-up to the first 
rugby World Cup in 1987. 

Despite the upheaval, in 
1990 Romania defeated 
France for the first time on 



Bernard Charreyre 


French soil and went on to 
beat Fiji 17-15 at the World 
Cup in 1991. 

In 2002, French coach 
Bernard Charreyre took the 
reins of the national side and 
reinvigorated them, leading 
The Oaks to European 
Nations Cup success and 
qualification for the 2003 
rugby World Cup. 

However, despite an upturn 
in fortune, Romania were 
brushed aside in Australia 
and again won only one 
group game, a 37-7 victory 
over Namibia after their exit 
from the competition had 
already been sealed. 
Charreyre paid with his job. 

Avoiding an eighth early 
exit looks another tough ask 
over the coming weeks when 
Romania will line up against 
France, Ireland, Italy and 
Canada, but securing two 
wins and automatic entry to 
the next World Cup looks a 
more realistic ambition. 


Northern powerhouse 



Yoann Huget 
scores against 
England in the 
recent friendly 
match in Paris 
and celebrates, 
inset 


Michalak backs superfit Euro elite 


by Duncan Bech 


FRANCE’S reborn fly-half 
Frederic Michalak questions 
whether the southern 
hemisphere giants will struggle 
physically against the European 
nations in the early stages of 
the World Cup. 

New Zealand, Australia, 
South Africa and Argentina 
have prepared for England 
2015 by playing in a truncated 
Rugby Championship - 
consisting of only three rounds 
- that was won by the 
Wallabies. 

While Michalak (inset) 
believes any of the tier one 
teams are capable of lifting the 
trophy, he suspects the long 
summer training camps and 
warm-up fixtures that have 
formed the build-up for Six 
Nations sides will prove better 
preparation. 

“I think the New Zealanders, 
Australians and South Africans 
will have had less preparation 
than us,” he said. 

“They have played high-level 
games and physically they will 
have a little trouble with the 
northern hemisphere nations, 



which have had physical 
preparation of high quality. 

“But all teams will challenge 
for the World Cup and can 
claim the title.” 

If France are to make an 
impression, they will need a 
level of consistency from 
Michalak that the mercurial 
32-year-old has been unable to 
demonstrate during a Test 
career spanning 14 years and 
72 caps. 

One of two fly-halves 
selected in Philippe Saint- 
Andre’s 31-man squad, 
Michalak is duelling with Remi 
Tales for the role of playmaker 
and appears to have the edge on 
his rival from Castres. 

France speak of their 


recently-crowned highest 
points scorer - Michalak 
passed the mark of 380 set by 
Christophe Lamaison in the 
25-20 victory over England in 
August - as a smarter and more 
structured player than the 
outrageously talented but flaky 
19-year-old, who made his 
debut in 2001. 

Overlooked for the 2011 
World Cup and a central, if 
disappointing, figure in 
2003 and 2007, 

Michalak credits the 
wisdom that 
accompanies his 
advancing 
years 
for his 
return to 
favour. 

“I’m more 
mature than I was 
10 years ago. 

There are certain 
positions on a 
rugby field like 
mine where 
you need 
years of 
experience 
- and, like 
wine, I’m 


getting better as years go by,” 
he said. 

“But I’m not thinking about 
it. It comes naturally without 
noticing it. I don’t think I’m a 
new man. I’m leaving the fame 
to others now. I also 





know that it 
can change 
very quickly. 
Everything is 
great today 
but, if I don’t 
perform well, 
the media will 
be there to 
remind me 
about it. 

“That’s what 
professional sport is 
about. You need to 
stay at the top for a 
long time. Where 
I’ve changed is that I 
accepted I can’t be at my best 
all the time.” 


Star player 



IVORY COAST-BORN 
Thierry Dusautoir was a 
latecomer to rugby, 
taking up the sport 
aged 16 after his 
parents moved to 
France. He made his 
club debut for 
Bordeaux in 2001 
before moving to 
Biarritz in 2004, and 
scored a try on his 
France debut in 2006. 
A move to Toulouse 
followed and Dusautoir 
shone against New 
Zealand at the 2007 
World Cup. He was 
named captain of Les 
Bleus in 2009 and led 
them to a Six Nations 
Grand Slam the 
following year. 
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We still know all that will count 
is what happens on the pitch 


Mauro wants to 
go out on a high 



by Nick Purewal 


WHEN Ireland complete their 
last-minute preparations before 
opening their World Cup bid 
against Canada in Cardiff, 
Siobhan Kearney will light a 
candle. 

Ireland full-back Rob 
Kearney will clear his mind, 
focus on the biggest stage of 
all - and leave the rituals to 
his mum. 

The British and Irish Lions 
star draws strength from his 
mother’s support, but is just too 
steely-eyed to let superstition 
creep into his own routine. 

No lucky pants for the 
29-year-old means no fretting 
about remembering what to 
pack - and no match-day panic. 

“I look at guys with 
superstitions, and some guys 
say ‘I only wear these jocks for 
every game’,” said Kearney. 

“But I’ve seen guys leave 
those lucky jocks back in 
Dublin, then worry about what 
to do next. 

“Being forced into a comer 
or a situation like that, it’s not 
something I really want. 

“Thankfully I’m not too 
superstitious and I don’t intend 
on being so anytime soon. 

“The support of my family is 
different obviously, their 
backing is huge. 

“To know that they are 
thinking about you, and 
supporting you, that always 
gives you a lift. 

“Family plays a huge role in 
you fulfilling your potential. 



The happier you are, the more 
comfortable you are: the more 
you can do your thing when it 
comes to game-time.” 

Ireland’s tmsted last line of 
defence is also an astute 
attacking tactician and a master 
of the aerial assault so pivotal 
in head coach Joe Schmidt’s 
preferred gameplan. 

The Leinster stalwart has an 
MBA in the bag and a part 
share in The Bridge, a thriving 
Ballsbridge bar, a joint venture 
with brother Dave, Jamie 
Heaslip and Sean O’Brien. 

Relentless Kiwi coach 
Schmidt is famed for his 
intense training camps, often 
stopping players in the Carton 
House corridors for a pop-quiz. 

The former Clermont and 
Leinster coach has no off 
switch when it comes to mgby, 
and demands the same of his 
charges. 

Schmidt does appreciate the 
art of balance, however, and 
has introduced meditation 
sessions into the mayhem of 
Test match preparation. 

Wimbledon champion Novak 


Djokovic is among the many 
sporting devotees of 
‘mindfulness’, and Kearney - 
one part sceptic and two parts 
cynic - admits himself a 
convert, too. 

Times were when rugby 
players would have volunteered 
themselves for committal on 
feeling the need for a lie-down 
in a darkened room. 

But in a world where 
Leicester hardman Richard 
Cockerill can relish Bikram 
yoga, all bets are off. 

“It’s 15 to 20 minutes twice a 
week, I suppose it gives guys a 
chance to chill out, be reflective 
of what’s gone on that day, the 
previous few days, and how 
you’re going to attack the rest 
of the week,” said Kearney. 

“Some guys enjoy it, some 
guys don’t, but again if it helps 
you improve yourself by even 
half a per cent you’re adding 
value to the team and that’s the 
ultimate goal. 

“There’s a little bit of music, 
not pop or hip-hop or anything, 
but it’s guys lying down and 
having a few moments to 
themselves. There’s not a huge 
amount to it, it’s very easy to 
do and it’s very easy to 
practise, but it has shown a few 
little results for us. 

“Joe’s style, his approach and 
the results we’ve had so far 
with him, it’s all very 
reassuring. We’ve got a group 
of players, a culture, a staff and 
a set of players where everyone 
and everything is driven 
towards being the best for each 


other. We recognise this, we’ve 
fully committed to it and 
hopefully that will pay off. 

“All told though, we still 
know all that will count is what 
happens on the pitch.” 

Test rugby stars are natural 
high-achievers, driven by the 
pursuit of continual 
improvement: Kearney 
conceded hitting pause on the 
treadmill takes some getting 
used to. 

“We speak to ourselves more 
than we do to anyone else in 
the world, your thoughts that 
you have with yourself, there’s 
something like 20,000 or 
50,000 thoughts a day,” said 
Kearney. 

“So it is difficult, they try to 
get you to switch off and focus 
on your breathing and all those 
sorts of things. 

“It can be tough not to think 
about the game at the weekend, 
training that day, or the 
conversation you had with your 
mate the night before. 

“I can’t pinpoint one 
different thing that I think 
about during that time, it’s 
generally just repeating the 
same thoughts you have 
throughout the day. 

“You can organise your 
thoughts, just be a little bit 
reflective, and strategise how 
you’re going to go about what’s 
ahead.” 

The rest of the field will do 
well to be mindful of the fact 
Ireland approach this global 
battle ranked second in the 
world. 


by Cindy Garcia-Bennett 


MAURO BERGAMASCO is 
about to make a piece of 
rugby history. 

The 36-year-old flanker, 
Italy’s longest serving player, 
a rugby icon who made his 
senior national team debut in 
1998 and has scored 75 points 
and earned 103 caps, is in 
Jacques Brunei’s 31-man 
squad for the Rugby World 
Cup in England and Wales. 

He is equalling the record 
of Samoan Brian Lima by 
playing in his fifth World 
Cup. His first was in 1999. 

“There will not be a sixth 
one, I can guarantee that,” he 
said. “But I’m very satisfied.” 

Bergamasco is not willing 
to settle for a place in the 
squad. He wants to be a vital 
contributor to what he hopes 
will be a successful 
tournament for his country. 

Bergamasco is keeping his 
fingers crossed that come 
September 19, he will be in 
the starting XV when the 
Azzurri launch their 
campaign at Twickenham. 

“Now my aim is to be 
included in the starting XV 
for the first game against 
France,” he said. “I had this 
aim in my mind when I 
signed for Aironi after the 
World Cup in 2011. 

“When I was given that 
opportunity, I set myself the 
objective of playing in 


CANADA have World Cup 
pedigree, but more for their 
attendance than being the life 
and soul of the party. 

In 25 matches, spanning all 
seven editions of the World 
Cup so far, Canada have 
recorded seven wins and have 
regularly been plucky losers, 
trying to upset the elite with 
little success. 

The first victory came in 
1987 in New Zealand against 
Tonga and the most recent 
was a 25-20 success against 
the South Sea Islanders at 
World Cup 2011 in the same 
country when bearded 
flanker Adam Kleeberger 
made a big impression in 
more ways than one. 

Another draw with Japan 
was sandwiched between 
heavy defeats to France and 
New Zealand. 

Since the last tournament, 
Canada have gone close to 


A. 


Mauro Bergamasco 

England 2015 and I’ve given 
everything to achieve this.” 

Bergamasco, best known in 
club rugby for his time with 
Stade Francais, where he won 
two French championships 
alongside younger brother 
Mirco, ended his contract 
with Parma-based Zebre at 
the end of the Italian season 
in May. 

His desire is to help Italy 
reach the the last eight of a 
World Cup for the first time 
in eight attempts. 

The tournament will mark 
the end of his time as a rugby 
player. 

“I will call it a day in 
mid-October, perhaps a few 
days later, if Italy goes 
through,” he said. “I think 
the time has come. For me 
rugby has been first a hobby 
and then a job. But it has 
always been a passion. 

“I’ve already given 
everything and it’s the turn of 
others to do so.” 



Adam Kleeberger 


beating established nations, 
most notably against Scotland 
in Toronto in June 2014, 
when a late Greig Laidlaw 
penalty secured victory for 
the visitors. 

France, Ireland, Italy and 
Romania await in Pool D and 
it is not beyond Canada to 
sneak through to the 
knockout stages for a second 
time - but they will need to be 
at the top of their game. 


Canada not here to 
make up numbers 
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Home comforts 
for 5-1 England 


Finishing top of the group must be the 
target to avoid a tough quarter-final 


Tough group, but path is then clear for home nation 


by Luke Thornhill 

NEW ZEALAND start in their 
usual position as favourites, but 
the mighty All Blacks have 
never won the tournament 
when they have not been hosts. 

So look beyond the 11-10 on 
offer for them bucking the 
trend. The big question is 
whether home advantage will 
help 5-1 shots England, who 
have reached the final in two of 
the three times the tournament 
has been held this side of the 
equator (though, famously, 
won it in Australia). 

A lot could decide on how 
they cope with their position in 
the tournament’s inevitable 
“group of death”, Pool A. 

They are up against Wales 
and Australia, both sides who 
will also feel they can reach the 
final. With only two nations 


going through, there is going to 
be a tough fall from grace for 
one of the giants of the game. 

Chris Robshaw’s England at 
least have what should be a 
straightforward opener against 
Fiji, before taking on Wales and 
then the Aussies at Twickenham. 

Home advantage should be 
enough to see Stuart 
Lancaster’s men through, but 
they must be at their best from 
the off to ensure no needless 
energy is wasted or injuries 
picked up. 

England were poor in their 
loss to France in Paris, but the 
best players were left on the 
bench and their arrival into the 
fray brought respectability to 
the scoreline. They should be in 
from the start when it matters. 

The worst-case scenario in 
the quarter-finals is a meeting 
with South Africa, so finishing 


top of the group should be the 
aim as it would likely set up a 
clash with Scotland (5-6 to 
qualify). England would expect 
to progress with home 
advantage, then anything can 
happen in the semis. 

Wales (4-5 to get out of their 
group) would be fancied to 
do well were they not reliant 
on beating Australia or England 
at Twickenham. 

France (12-1) are perhaps a 
dark horse after improving 
throughout their warm-up 
games. If they win Pool D 
(which will hinge on their final 
group game against Ireland), 
they should crucially avoid the 
All Blacks in the quarter-finals. 

Ireland (1-50 to get out their 
pool) would be the most likely 
opponents for New Zealand, 
which is why hopes are not 
high for Joe Schmidt’s men. 


Stan James odds 

TO WIN WORLD CUP 


New Zealand 

11-10 

South Africa 

13-2 

Australia 7-1 

England 5-1 

Ireland 10-1 

France 12-1 

Wales 

20-1 

Argentina 

50-1 

Scotland 

200-1 

Samoa 

300-1 

Fiji 1500-1 

Tonga 

2000-1 

USA 

2000-1 

Italy 

2500-1 

Japan 

2500-1 

Canada 

2500-1 

Georgia 

2500-1 

Romania 

5000-1 

Namibia 

5000-1 

Uruguay 

10000-1 



England’s Chris Robshaw 


Quiz 

1 Who won the first 
World Cup in 1987? 

2 Name the three 
teams who have won 
it more than once. 

3 And which side has 
reached the final three 
times, but never won it? 

4 Who was captain of 
the England team which 
were famously crowned 
champions in 2003? 

5 Only one player has 
scored points in two 
World Cup finals - who? 

6 The great Jonah Lomu 
has scored more World 
Cup tries than anyone 
else - how many? 

7 Jonny Wilkinson has 
scored more World Cup 
points than anyone else 
- how many? 

ANSWERS 
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Year 5 and 6 
Open Evening 


Monday 21st September 

Award-Winning Oasis Academy Mayfield! ® P ^ ® P ^ 

2014-2015 has been an exceptional year for Mayfield. We broke all records for 
GCS E exam performance and became an over subscribed school - come and 
see why we are record breakers! 

We warmly invite you to meet staff and students, take a tour of our excellent 
facilities and learning environment. Experi ence our curriculum offer and fi nd 
out about life at Mayfield. 

There will be a Principal's address at 7.30pm 


Oasis Academy Mayfie,dAsh.e, Crescent Sau.hantp.an S019 SNA 
t: 023 8032 8128 e: info@oasismayrield.org 

www.oasisacademymayfield.org 


We look forward to welcoming you to our Acodemyduringthi^^^^^^ 


Worried about a gynaecological problem? 


As part of our Women's Health Week, 21 st -25 th September, our Consultant Gynaecologists and nurses are offering free information and advice on a wide 
range of women's health issues. Come along to our information evenings at Nuffield Health Wessex Hospital in Chandlers Ford. Booking is essential. 


Endometriosis • Incontinence • Heavy periods • HRT • Menopause • Prolapse • Weak pelvic floor 

Call our advice line on 02380 988778. Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm. Nuffield Health 

J r FOR THE LOVE OF LIFE® 
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Cherries to hold fundraiser for player’s cancer battle 


A HOST of former AFC Bournemouth 
stars will rally round for a fundraising 
match for non-League footballer Steve 
Moore who was recently diagnosed with 
cancer. 

Steve, 31, pictured left in a red top, 
was released by the Cherries as an 
18-year-old and went on to play for Wim- 
borne, Bournemouth Poppies, Verwood, 
Christchurch and Dorchester. 

A Steve Moore XI will take on a Wim- 
borne XI at Cuthbury on Sunday, Sep¬ 
tember 20 with all proceeds going to 


Steve and his family. 

His team is set to include family friend 
Joe Parkinson, the former Cherries and 
Everton midfielder, while Steve Fletch¬ 
er, James Hayter, Brian Stock, Russell 
Beardsmore, Matty Holmes and Shaun 
Brooks could also feature. 

Steve, who lives in Sturminster New¬ 
ton with wife Paula and two-year-old 
son Teddy, told the Pink’s sister paper 
the Bournemouth Daily Echo : “I have 
been overwhelmed with the support I 
have had since I was diagnosed. 


“It has been amazing and I am really 
chuffed the lads want to get together to 
have a fundraising day for me.” 

Steve, who is hoping to play some part 
in the match, added: “I had been ill since 
January but they couldn’t find what was 
wrong with me. 

“I had a CT scan in June and they 
found cancer in my pancreas which had 
spread to the liver. Unfortunately they 
can’t do anything for me. I am having 
chemo at the moment and they are just 
trying to control it.” 


No grudge for Sholing boss 
over his son’s Stags switch 



Byron Mason, manager Dave Diaper and Marc Diaper pose with the FA Vase at Wembley. 


Dave Diaper glad 
to see Marc 
enjoying Totton 

SHOLING manager Dave 
Diaper says it’s refreshing to 
see son Marc playing without 
pressure in AFC Totton blue. 

Although the experienced left-back 
was an integral part of the greatest 
day in Sholing’s history when they 
lifted the FA Vase at Wembley in May 
last year, he always carried that ex¬ 
tra burden of being the boss’s son, 
writes Wendy Gee. 

So when he spoke to his father in the 
summer about crossing the South¬ 
ampton divide to AFC Totton, Diaper 
Snr gave the move his full blessing. 

Marc, 36, hung up his boots after 
that memorable Vase triumph, seem¬ 
ingly intent on ending his career on 
a high. 

His dad had also intended to take a 
step back from management and con¬ 
centrate on his then role as Sholing 
chairman. 

But, after giving up the reins briefly 
last season, Diaper Snr took charge 
of team affairs again and he under¬ 
stands exactly why his son revived 
his playing career away from the Sil- 
verlake Arena. 

He said: “It wasn’t a surprise to 
me that Marc joined Totton, I was 
pleased for him. 

“He got lot of stick over the years 
playing for Sholing and had to try 
and give an eight or nine out of 10 
performance every game to stop the 
undue criticism sent his way. 

“I think he wanted to end his ca¬ 
reer at Wembley, but then he saw me 
go back into management and, like 
I said to him, you’re a long time re¬ 
tired. 


“I felt that if he had the urge to play 
again, it would do him good to go to a 
different club. 

“It’s refreshing for him particu¬ 
larly as he already knew the Totton 
management and a few of the players 
there.” 

While relations between Sholing 
and Totton have been occasionally 
frosty over the years, Diaper insists 
there is no bad blood. 

“There’s no hatred between the 
clubs, just rivalry,” he said. 

“I go to watch Totton when I can 


now that Marc’s there and it’s good 
to see him enjoying it and playing 
with no pressure, although it did 
seem strange at first to see him in 
blue! 

“He went the highest he could 
[winning the Vase] with one club and 
now he’s moving on with another. 

“Marc works in London and Ste¬ 
ve [Hollick, Totton boss] has been 
sympathetic and flexible about 
that.” 

Diaper was pleased for his son and 
pleased for Hollick that Totton final¬ 


ly clinched their first win at home 
to Yate Town in the Southern One 
South & West last Saturday 

“They’ve lost key players through 
injury and that’s difficult enough in 
the Wessex League when you’re try¬ 
ing to rebuild, let alone in the South¬ 
ern League,” he said. 

“The worst thing they’d been do¬ 
ing was conceding in the first 15 
minutes of games but, from what 
I’ve seen, there’s a bit of spirit about 
them. 

“Let’s hope they go on from here.” 


It’s tough 
to Copp it 

JASON Matthews admitted 
the reaction to bringing 
off Jordan Copp during 
Weymouth’s 1-0 Southern 
Premier home win over 
Histon last Saturday had 
been “tough to take.” 

Ex-Eastleigh goalkeeper 
Matthews, the Terras boss, 
replaced wideman Copp with 
Adam Kelly with around 20 
minutes to go - a switch that 
a small band of home fans 
voiced their frustrations 
about. 

Kelly did, however, help 
bring about the deciding 
goal. The former Winchester 
City and Salisbury midfielder 
ignited the breakaway from 
which Chris Shephard picked 
out Stewart Yetton, whose 
shot deflected in off defender 
Elkanan Sibanda in the dying 
minutes. 

Matthews said: “I felt 
Coppy had a very good game, 
but I needed to win it. We 
brought Adam Kelly on who 
was player-of-the-month last 
month. 

“For that to be booed is 
tough to take because what 
way do you go? You can’t play 
four wingers and six 
forwards, that’s a fact!” 

AFC STONEHAM’S promotion 
to Sydenhams Division 
One has seen a changing 
of the guard with the Puma 
Engineering Hampshire 
League Representative XI. 

With Stoneham boss Adam 
Pullinger forced to relinquish 
the reins, Richard Bessey of 
Liss Athletic and Peter Oliver 
of Liphook United will share 
the managerial duties, 
assisted by Stockbridge’s 
Dean Hutchings. 

The league’s next game in 
the FA Inter-League Cup is 
away to the Southern 
Amateur League at Corinthian 
Casuals FC on September 19. 

The squad will be 
assembled from teams who 
do not have a league game 
that day. 



Jason Matthews 


: world class 5-a-side Leagues • 3G rubber crumb turf 

- TEAM’S WANTED 


0 1ST GAME FREE 
0 £60 WORTH OF BAR VOUCHERS 
03 FREE WEEKEND PITCHES 


Millbrook Point Road, 
Millbrook, Southampton 
Call 02380 510666 
or visit goalsfootball.co.uk 
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Former Eastleigh stalwart Southam leaves Sutton 


EASTLEIGH’S Conference South-win- 
ning captain Glen Southam has parted 
company with Sutton. 

The experienced 35-year-old midfield¬ 
er - pictured with Eastleigh chairman 
Stewart Donald - joined the Us last 
season from Chelmsford City but work 
commitments mean he is unable to con¬ 
tinue at Gander Green Lane. 

Sutton’s ex-Eastleigh boss Paul 
Doswell explained: “Glen has been of¬ 
fered a great opportunity within his 
business and it’s a situation that, whilst 


hugely disappointing for us at the club, 
will benefit Glen and his family. 

“He was an integral part of the team 
and someone who, as my captain, will be 
missed. He still has an unbelievable de¬ 
sire to play football and I’m sure he will 
play for two or three years to come, but 
now he can combine his business inter¬ 
ests with his football.” 

Two other ex-Spitfires, Craig McAllis¬ 
ter and Dan Spence, were on target for 
mid-table Sutton in last Saturday’s 2-2 
home draw against Concord Rangers. 


And there were two more familiar 
Eastleigh names - Jamie Slabber and 
Chris Flood - on the scoresheet at 
Hemel Hempstead, where Slabber’s Tu¬ 
dors drew 2-2 with Flood’s Basingstoke. 

Havant’s (Matt Paterson, Brian Stock) 
clash at Chelmsford also ended 2-2, 
while Gosport maintained their unbeat¬ 
en start to the campaign with a 0-0 home 
stalemate against Maidstone United - 
their fifth clean sheet of the season. 

Borough’s ex-Sholing midfielder Mike 
Carter hit the bar late on. 


New Verwood boss excited 
to make managerial step up 



Enthusiastic Lay 
joins from side 
two tiers below 

ALAN Lay is excited by the 
challenge of stepping up two 
divisions to manage Verwood 
Town in the Sydenhams Pre¬ 
mier Division. 

Lay last weekend quit as boss of 
Dorset Premier League outfit Swa- 
nage Town & Herston to fill the va¬ 
cancy left by Carl Poore at Potterne 
Park. 

Introducing Lay to Potters’ fans, a 
club statement said: “Alan was previ¬ 
ously manager of Swanage Town & 
Herston for over two seasons and is 
also currently manager of the Dorset 
under-16 team.” 

Popular coach 

“He will be joined by Gavin Reeves, 
who is already a very popular coach 
at the club, together with Brian 
Churchill and Ben Sullivan, both of 
whom he has worked with success¬ 
fully at Swanage. 

“Alan is very ambitious and ex¬ 
tremely enthusiastic about joining 
us. 

“We would like to thank Matt 
Groves for helping the club as care¬ 
taker manager for the last four games 
and are hopeful he will stay with the 
club in a playing capacity.” 

While Lay’s last game at the Swa¬ 
nage helm ended in a 4-0 defeat by 
Dorset Premier League leaders Balti 
Sports, Verwood were busy booking 
their ticket to New Milton Town in 
the FA Vase second qualifying round 
on October 3. 

Wiped out 

They progressed 3-2 at the expense 
of Sydenhams Premier rivals Fare- 
ham Town thanks an extra-time 
winner from two-goal hero Tyler 
Rutten. 

Rutten had opened the scoring 
only to see that lead wiped out by 


Town’s Simon Woods and Bradey 
Norton towards the end of the first 
half. 

Joseph Wood’s 55th-minute header 
levelled matters and Rutten - voted 
man-of-the-match - struck midway 
through extra time. 

For Fareham it was their second 


knockout exit in the space of five 
miserable days, having been dumped 
out the Hampshire FA Senior Cup 1-0 
at Folland Sports - a match that saw 
midfielder Adam Fisher break his 
leg. 

Rutten was back in the goals on 
Wednesday evening, netting twice to 


give the Potters an early advantage 
over Hamworthy United in Lay’s 
first game in charge. 

But Verwood fell 3-2 into arrears as 
Jack Satterley, Matt Kemble and an 
own goal retaliated for the Hammers 
before Joe Wood secured an enter¬ 
taining 3-3 draw. 



Rams fall 
to 2-1 loss 


FORMER Winchester 
City goal-getter Alek 
Przespolewski found the 
target for Petersfield Town 
last Saturday in the Evo-Stik 
Division One Central. 

But two goals in the 
opening half-hour had already 
put the Rams on the road to a 
2-1 defeat at Chalfont St 
Peter, writes Wendy Gee. 

Przespolewski - a key 
member of Winchester’s 
Sydenhams Premier-winning 
squad of 2011/12 - produced 
a bit of magic in the 32nd 
minute to halve the deficit. 

Modest 

“The ball was rolled into 
Przes and somehow he got 
round his defender and rolled 
the ball past the goalkeeper,” 
said Petersfield boss Ian 
Saunders, whose newly- 
promoted Wessex champions 
have started the season with 
a modest six points from six 
Southern League games. 

“The way we are playing 
shows we have come to terms 
with life in this league, but it’s 
fine margins,” reflected 
Saunders. 

“We have to become more 
ruthless in both penalty areas 
and be more than just a team 
known for its good football.” 

Petersfield have confirmed 
Danny Thompson as their first 
player-coach. 

The former Gosport 
Borough and Folland Sports 
midfielder will still play a 
major role on the field this 
term, but the Love Lane club 
feel he has much more to 
offer. 


Invaluable 


“His experience will be 
invaluable for the rest of this 
season and beyond,” said a 
Rams statement. 

“Danny has plied his trade 
with a number of top clubs at 
Step 3 and 4 levels, as well as 
having two Wessex League 
winners’ medals. 

“He is still fit enough to be 
on the playing staff and has 
lost none of his undeniable 
talent. 

“The club are happy to 
enhance our coaching staff 
by appointing Danny to the 
management staff.” 



Alek Przespolewski 
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John Pyatt 


Family affair as another Kenna brother signs up 


JOHN Pyatt now has not one, but two 
Kennas, working by his side at Lyming- 
ton Town. 

Player/assistant Warren Kenna has 
been joined at Southampton Road by 
brother Stuart who is adding his expe¬ 
rience and coaching expertise to the 
Sydenhams Premier set-up. 

The pair are part of a sporting dynas¬ 
ty of brothers, also including ex-Saints, 
Blackburn and Republic of Ireland full¬ 
back Jeff and heavyweight boxer Colin. 

“Stuart has come in to assist and he’s 


great,” said Pyatt. 

“He’s my sort of person. He’s straight- 
talking, no-nonsense and he knows his 
football.” 

Kenna’s input proved invaluable on 
Tuesday as Lymington responded from 
a second-best first half at home to Black- 
field & Langley to beat the Watersiders 
2 - 0 . 

Pyatt said: “Blackfield are a good side, 
but we gave them too much respect in 
the first half, sat back and defended too 
deep. 


“Blackfield were by far the better side 
first half, no question about it, but we 
pushed the midfield up in the second 
half and put them under a lot of pres¬ 
sure. All the lads worked hard. 

“Stuart was very vocal and he got the 
boys organised in defence.” 

Kenna helps fill the void left by Pyatt’s 
former right-hand man and goalkeeper 
Nick Jones. “Nick joined the Marines, 
came out again and signed for us as cov¬ 
er, but he’s helping out at Bashley at the 
moment,” said the boss. 


Youngster Cross cements 
place in Lymo’s first team 



Warren Kenna, left - see story at top of the page. 


Boss Pyatt does 
not want to rush 
promising player 

ELLIOT Cross was brought 
in as “one for the future” by 
Lymington Town boss John 
Pyatt. 

But, having been promoted to the 
first team due to player unavailabil¬ 
ity, the former Eastleigh youth mid¬ 
fielder is doing a pretty good job in 
the here and now. 

Pyatt explained: “Nathan Hurst 
has got a new job at St Mary’s where 
he’s part of the filming crew and the 
games he can play for us depend on 
his work rota. 

“He’s missed a few, so Elliot has 
stepped in and he’s played so well 
that I haven’t been able to leave him 
out. 

“Elliot is out of the Eastleigh youth 
set-up and he played a few games for 
our reserves last year. 

“He’s one for the future and I don’t 
want to rush him, but he’s improved 
with every game he’s played. 

“He’s a local boy who lives in Lym¬ 
ington so that’s all good. 

“We’ve got a nice squad and we can 
move things around a bit when we’ve 
got players out.” 

That squad flexibility has already 
come in handy with Will Tickle sit¬ 
ting out three games suspended and 
Jack Odam missing the start of the 
season while in America. 

Goalkeeper-wise Town haven’t 
helped themselves with both Stuart 
Williamson and Rob Vine getting 
themselves sent off. 

Williamson got his marching 
orders against Whitchurch and 
then Vine saw red in last week’s 
remarkable 3-2 victory at Money- 
fields. 

“[Moneys striker] Steve Hutchings 
landed on Rob and he reacted and got 
himself sent off,” said Pyatt. 

“Moneys are a tough side and 
you’ve just got to deal with it and that 
was a cracking result for us consider¬ 
ing we had the ‘keeper sent off after 
55 minutes.” 


Buoyed by that result, Lymington 
slammed nine past East Cowes Vies 
last Saturday in the FA Vase first 
qualifying round at Beatrice Avenue. 

Young Cross was one of three 
Lymo players to bag a brace 
along with Dave Marden and Zac 
Mouland. 

Tickle, Ben Sullivan and sub Nick 
Magee rounded things off. 


“It was a bit of a mismatch,” Pyatt 
admitted. “Vies battled hard, but we 
were far too strong for them. 

A trip to Bristol-based Oldlands Ab- 
botonians now awaits Lymo on Octo¬ 
ber 3. 

Town pulled off another eye-catch¬ 
ing league result on Tuesday, beat¬ 
ing title hopefuls Blackfield & Lang¬ 
ley 2-0 in their first game back at 


Southampton Road. 

Lymington were distinctly second 
best in a goalless first half against 
August’s Sydenhams Premier club- 
of-the-month. 

But goals by Pearce Farren and 
Darren Ritchie set them on course 
for victory before Blackfield’s even¬ 
ing imploded when they had Ekow 
Elliott sent off. 


Islanders 

victorious 

PORTLAND United beat AFC 
Stoneham in the battle of the 
Sydenhams One new boys to 
go top of the table. 

The Dorset outfit overcame 
Adam Pullinger’s Eastleigh- 
based visitors 3-2. 

The contest marked a 
historic occasion for the 
Islanders with it being their 
first Wessex League fixture at 
Grove Corner for nearly 10 
years. 

United were made to work 
hard for victory with 
Stoneham wiping out the 
hosts’ two-goal advantage 
before Ed Bastick’s 
73rd-minute winner. 

Portland boss Gary Bailey 
praised his side for staying 
focused despite some 
“worrying moments”. 

“On chances created we 
probably deserved to win” he 
said. “We didn’t think they 
were going to cause us too 
many problems other than 
set-pieces, which was the 
case.” 

Bastick had struck after 
only two minutes to give the 
Islanders the lead and Carl 
McClements doubled it 
around the half-hour mark. 

But Stoneham were far 
from finished and, when Tom 
King bagged a second-half 
brace, they looked set to 
return to Hampshire with a 
point. 

Bastick, though, found the 
bottom corner for his second 
of the game. 

“A lot of teams would 
buckle after throwing away a 
2-0 lead, so that’s testament 
to our character, 
determination and quality to 
find that bit extra when we 
needed it,” said Bailey. 

Despite the loss, 
Stoneham’s young boss 
Pullinger was delighted with 
his team’s performance 
especially as they had nine 
players unavailable. 

“When you’re 2-0 down you 
know you’re still in with a 
chance,” he said. 

“From where we were and 
where we came from, we’re a 
bit disappointed not to get a 
point.” 

Stoneham, promoted from 
the Hampshire Premier 
League, have had a steady 
start to Wessex life, with five 
points from as many games. 



Gary Bailey 
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Hamworthy’s Davis happy with FA replay decision 


CHAIRMAN Mike Davis praised the 
Football Association after Sydenhams 
Wessex League outfit Hamworthy Unit¬ 
ed were handed an FA Cup reprieve. 

Hammers’ preliminary round victory 
over Andover Town two weeks ago was 
investigated by the FA after it emerged 
they had fielded an ineligible player. 

In what Davis described as an “hon¬ 
est mistake”, Kane Daysh, pictured left, 
lined up for the Hammers in the 4-1 win 
while he was suspended over a matter 
involving his Sunday league club Elec¬ 


tric. 

Hammers could have been thrown out 
due to the administrative error, but suc¬ 
cessfully pleaded their case to the FA 
who have ordered the tie to be replayed 
at the County Ground today 


Lock horns 

The Wessex Premier rivals were due 
to again lock horns for the £1,925 prize 


money and a trip to Southern League 
Bideford in the first qualifying round on 
Tuesday. 

“We think it is a very sensible out¬ 
come from our governing body,” said 
Davis after the FA had delivered their 
verdict. “If they had put us through, An¬ 
dover would have been upset and vice- 
versa. Now, we have both got a chance to 
go through.” 

Former Blackfield & Langley and 
Bournemouth Poppies man Daysh could 
not feature in the replay. 


Herbert taking the positives 
after tough draw in FA Vase 



Follandsto play 
Salisbury City in 
cup second round 

DAVE Herbert is looking on 
the bright side of Folland 
Sports’ FA Vase draw. 

With the competition still in its re¬ 
gional stage, local ties don’t get much 
tougher than a trip to Steve Clar- 
idge’s Salisbury on October 3, writes 
Wendy Gee. 

While Follands received a bye 
through to the second qualifying 
round, Salisbury announced their ar¬ 
rival in the competition last Saturday 
with an 8-1 walloping of Wincanton 
Town, watched by yet another size¬ 
able Ray Mac crowd of 625. 

Skipper Kane O’Keefe weighed in 
with a hat-trick for the Whites, who 
soon recovered from going an early 
goal down. 

Ashley Jarvis, the excellent Clau¬ 
dio Herbert, Jack Maloney, Tom 
Whelan and Sam Wilson completed 
the rout for free-scoring Salisbury 
who will start as hot favourites to 
progress at the expense of Herbert’s 
Planemakers next month. 

“We could have done with getting 
one or two rounds under our belts 
before going to Salisbury,” admitted 
Follands’ recently appointed boss. 

“But it’s good in one way because 
we’ll get half the gate and that’s re¬ 
ally important to us. 

“It’s a nice stadium to go to and I’m 
sure the players will thrive on it.” 

Salisbury got off to a slow start 
against Wincanton and Claridge de¬ 
clared afterwards: “What a strange 
afternoon. 

“We could have been two or three 
goals down and, in the end, I thought 
we played quite well. 

“We are starting to hit a bit of form. 
It was a good win and it’s a competi¬ 
tion we are going to take very, very 
seriously.” 

A delighted O’Keefe added: “Time 
will tell, but we’ve got a good chance 
(of winning the competition). 

“There are some good teams in it. 
I’ve got to the quarters and that was 
tough, but I think we’ve got a good 


Claudio Herbert 

team to get there, so fingers crossed.” 

Salisbury’s neighbours Bemerton 
Heath Harlequins also advanced to 
the second qualifying round, edging 
a five-goal thriller 3-2 at Sherborne 
Town. 

Heath wiped out a two-goal defi¬ 
cit through Jack Lovell and skipper 


Jack Slade before Graham Mankin 
nodded home a late settler. 

Match-winner and vice-captain 
Mankin revealed: “At half-time Kem- 
py (manager Graham Kemp) and Jim 
(Totczyk, coach) gave us a right rol¬ 
licking. 

“But, credit to the lads, we turned it 


round. Who knows, this might be the 
game we look back on when we’re sat 
at Wembley in the final.” 

Bemerton will now host Andover 
Town who floored Fawley AFC 7-2 
through Bobby Swayne (2), Gunner 
Yates (2), Matt Scott, Sam Pekun and 
17-year-old Connor Cocklin. 


Mixed day 
for Glass 

FORMER AFC Bournemouth 
star Jimmy Glass was both 
goal hero and injury casualty 
during an eventful debut 
for Lytchett and Upton Red 
Triangle. 

Glass, who played more 
than 100 times for the 
Cherries between 1996 and 
1998, netted twice in their 3-0 
win over Dorset League 
Division Five rivals Corfe 
Castle reserves. 

Memorable 

But the goalkeeper-turned- 
striker was also in the wars 
and sustained a sprained 
wrist when he ran into a 
changing room wall. 

Glass, who lives in Lytchett 
Matravers, hit the headlines 
in 1999 when he scored a 
memorable last-minute goal 
to help keep Carlisle in the 
Football League. 

The 42-year-old said: “The 
changing room wall is about 
five metres from the touchline 
at one end at Upton Rec. 

“I was trying to keep the 
ball in play but just couldn’t 
stop myself and ran straight 
into it. 

“I was a little bruised but 
managed to carry on!” 

A MATCH played in memory 
of Newport loW stalwart 
Chris Cheverton raised more 
than £450 for the Stroke 
Association. 

Chris, who played for 
Newport and fulfilled many 
roles off the pitch, died in 
July, aged 69. 

His family attended the 
match between Newport 
‘Islanders’ and Newport 
‘Mainlanders’ which ended in 
a 4-4 draw. 

Newport ‘Islanders’: John 
Simpkins, Kevin Winchcombe, 
Steve Coyle, Justin Hughes, 
Ashley Wright, Chris Bridges, 
Ian Buckman, John Holmes, 
Pete Wheeler, Marc Isaacson, 
Simon Pilcher, Andy Rayner, 
Andy Butler, Bunny Warrick, 
Paul O’Connor, Adam 
Barsdell, Mark Fletcher, 
Jordan Whittle. 

Newport ‘Mainlanders’: Joe 
McCormack, Leigh Cole, Ian 
Rew, Steve Leigh, John Price, 
Darren Robson, Danny 
Husbands, Danny Gibbens, 
Ashkan Karimzadeh, Karl 
Liss, Steve Riley, Graeme 
Gee, Neil Hards, Chris 
Collins, Matt Sherry. 



Jimmy Glass 
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Chris Flood 


Partridge makes a swift return to Football League 


MATT Partridge’s return to National 
League South outfit Basingstoke Town 
turned out to be a short one. 

The 21-year-old only recently re¬ 
signed for the north Hampshire club 
having been released by League Two 
side Dagenham & Redbridge. 

But the ex-Reading man has made 
a swift return to the Football League, 
signing a deal with Newport County un¬ 
til the end of the season. 

Whilst on Reading’s books Partridge 
had loan spells with Bognor and Basing¬ 


stoke, spending two stints at the Cam- 
rose during 2013/14. 

The versatile defender played in both 
of Basingstoke’s August Bank Holiday 
weekend defeats before County made 
their move. 

Basingstoke’s wait for a first win con¬ 
tinued last Saturday - but they passed a 
test of character in a 2-2 draw at Hemel 
Hempstead. 

The game looked set to end 1-1 after 
ex-Eastleigh and Winchester forward 
Chris Flood had cancelled out Matty 


Harriott’s early strike for the Tudors. 

But with just five minutes to go, Town 
midfielder James Harper was harshly 
adjudged to have brought down Willy 
Gnahore in the area and another ex- 
Eastleigh man, Jamie Slabber, sent Aar¬ 
on Howe the wrong way from the spot. 

It was harsh on Basingstoke, but they 
too were awarded a debatable penalty 
to level things up - Liam Enver-Marum 
converting from 12 yards after Hemel’s 
Terrell Forbes had been penalised for 
wrapping his arms around Jay Gasson. 


Tornadoes flying high after 
winning start to new season 



The Testwood Tornadoes squad 


TESTWOOD Tornadoes could 
be forgiven for blinking with 
astonishment when they 
looked at this week’s City of 
Southampton Sunday Foot¬ 
ball League Junior Six table. 

There they were sitting proudly at 
the top with a maximum six out of 
six points. 

Nothing particularly remarkable 
about that you might say - until you 
realise the Tornadoes have spent 
three torrid years super-glued to bot¬ 
tom spot. 

To put it in context, wins over Ban¬ 
nister Park and Bishops Waltham 
Dynamos have doubled their points 
tally from the last two seasons put 
together! 

It’s been a long, occasionally de¬ 
pressing road, for team boss Luke 
Smith and player/assistant manager 
Zach Bligh who have been with the 
Dynamos ever since they started up 
in the Totton area three seasons ago. 


Testwood are top 
of the league with 
maximum points 

“For those first three seasons we 
barely kicked a ball and we have been 
rooted to the bottom of the table,” 
said Smith. 

“This caused many people to leave, 
including our manager, and I have 
taken over. 

“With my love for the game, I saw 
this as an opportunity to restart and 
refresh and I went on a recruitment 
drive using social media, attract¬ 
ing many new players from all over 
Southampton including some from 
Poland, Romania and Northern Ire¬ 
land.” 

Player recruitment began in April, 
giving Smith the potentially tough 


job of keeping players interested 
over the summer. 

But he organised a marathon pre¬ 
season, playing pretty much every 
week throughout June, July and Au¬ 
gust. 

“Optimism was high but, deep 
down, I was secretly worried we were 
going to be the same old flat Torna¬ 
does,” he confessed. 

He needn’t have fretted. 

The Tornadoes made a whirlwind 
start against Bannister Park, scoring 
inside five minutes and going on to 
triumph 3-2 courtesy of Danny Patek, 
Hama Infredi and Rob Skzalajko. 

“I couldn’t believe we were finally 
leading in a competitive game! I felt 
very proud after all the hard work of 
finding a new squad and organising 
pre-season,” said Smith. 

“After that one game we had 
matched our points tally from the 
last two seasons.” 

Next up were Bishops Waltham and 
the challenge for Testwood was to 


reach the Junior Six summit. 

They rode their luck in the first 20 
minutes with Dynamos twice hitting 
the woodwork before leading 1-0, but 
Testwood levelled on the stroke of 
half-time. 

They re-emerged for the second 
half hungry for victory and tri¬ 
umphed 4-2 thanks to Patek (2) and 
Skzalajko (2). 

“The whole team was elated,” 
smiled Smith. “I’m a realistic man 
and aiming for mid-table by the end 
of the season, but the progress we 
have made is unbelievable. I am very 
proud of my players and of myself.” 

Testwood Tornadoes squad: Zach 
Bligh, John Bennet, Joe Smith, Har¬ 
ry Chalk, Danny Patek, Rob Skzala¬ 
jko, Marek Skzalajko, Simon Dan¬ 
iel, Vio Daniel, Damien Keily, Tom 
Mac, Stephen Angus, Steve Jerrim, 
Hama Infredi, Andy Phillips, Pat¬ 
rick Staruch, Sam Edwards, James 
Butler, Liam Gibbs, James Hartley, 
Ashley Hickman. 


Hill scores 
free kick 

RYAN Hill made an instant 
impression on his return to 
Bashley last weekend. 

The former AFC Totton full¬ 
back put his renowned set- 
piece skills to good use, 
firing the Foresters ahead 
with a cracking 13th-minute 
free-kick at home to Bishops 
Cleeve. 

But even though Cleeve 
were reduced to ten men 
midway through the first half 
when Dan Sherry received 
one yellow for a late 
challenge and another for 
reacting to the Bash players, 
the visitors managed to hit 
back for a 2-1 win, writes 
Wendy Gee. 

It left Bashley still rooted to 
the foot of the Evo-Stik 
Southern One South & West 
without a point from their 
opening seven league games. 

The Foresters’ former 
Totton boss Steve Riley, who 
had little time to rebuild the 
squad following his late 
summer appointment, said: “I 
thought our first-half 
performance and the way the 
team applied themselves to 
our game plan was very 
positive. 

“We were solid and 
compact in an effort to stop 
leaking goals, which has 
been an Achilles heel. 

“Ryan Hill made a 
difference on his return to the 
club, as did (fellow signing) 
Lee Phibbs. 

“We deserved to go in front 
and felt comfortable going 
into half-time 1-0 up from a 
trademark Ryan Hill free kick. 

“But the second half was a 
frustrating 45 minutes. Credit 
to Bishops Cleeve who took 
the game to us having ended 
the first half with ten men.” 

Additional players are 
coming into consideration 
after a whirlwind first month 
for Riley. 

“On reflection the group of 
players we have need 
direction and leadership on 
the pitch and experience that 
will help them to develop,” 
said the boss. 

“I will try and resolve this 
by recruiting experienced 
players who the young 
players can learn from. 

“We all learn from our 
mistakes and we now move 
onto the next game.” 



Ryan Hill 
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Magpies forge youth academy links with Cherries 


DORCHESTER Town have linked up 
with Premier League new boys AFC 
Bournemouth hoping to unearth the 
best football talent from across Dorset 
and beyond. 

The Dorchester Town ID Centre will 
form a vital pathway for youngsters 
from grassroots level into the full AFC 
Bournemouth academy 

The centre is also designed to give 
Cherries’ coaches and staff the opportu¬ 
nity to assess players over an extended 
period and develop the technical, tacti¬ 


cal and physical aspects of their game. 

Scott Symes, Dorchester Town FC 
Academy manager, explained: “AFC 
Bournemouth’s academy has long been 
one of the best in the country and we are 
ever so pleased to be working together 
with them. 

“The development centres have un¬ 
earthed and developed talent includ¬ 
ing the likes of Adam Lallana, left, and 
Danny Ings and they are the perfect way 
to ensure children are nurtured by our 
top quality coaches from a young age, 


giving them the best opportunity to pro¬ 
gress into the AFC Bournemouth acad¬ 
emy, which is our overall aim.” 

Players will benefit from sessions de¬ 
livered by UEFA licensed coaches that 
follow the academy syllabus, fixtures 
during the school holidays and regular 
assessments by academy staff. 

For more details, contact Carl Robson, 
head of academy recruitment at AFC 
Bournemouth, via carl.robson@afcb. 
co.uk or Symes via scottsymes@hot- 
mail.co.uk or on 07826 924769. 



Hill reflects on three years 
of ‘unbelievable’ progress 



‘Peaks came on 
and scored... it 
was the night we 
won the league’ 

NOT so long ago one of East¬ 
leigh’s starstruck supporters 
told manager Richard Hill 
that he had to “pinch him¬ 
self” to believe the calibre 
of player now turning out for 
the club. 

And that pretty much encapsulates 
the boss’s feelings about every aspect 
of the Stoneham Lane club since he 
was first unveiled on September 12, 
2012, writes Wendy Gee. 

Hill, who was hoping to be celebrat¬ 
ing his third anniversary with a 
home win over Gateshead this after¬ 
noon, said: “It’s unbelievable what’s 
happened here. We’ve had a lot fun 
these last three years.” 

As Hill’s standout memories go, 
they don’t come much better than 
April 16 last year when Lee Peacock 
came out of playing retirement to 
score one of the most important 
goals in club history 

Celebrated 

The 37-year-old was concentrating 
on a new coaching career at the Sil- 
verlake when he agreed to don his 
boots again to help Eastleigh out of 
a hole. 

His bundled close-range finish 
earned them a crucial victory over 
Dover which took the pressure off 
for the visit of Basingstoke - the day 
they finally celebrated the Confer¬ 
ence South title. 

“I’d signed Peaks as cover just be¬ 
fore the deadline and never even con¬ 
sidered I’d use him,” said Hill. 

“But I’ll never forget when he came 
on and scored. Basically it was the 
night we won the league. 

“Going into the Basingstoke game 
knowing we needed one point as op¬ 
posed to three made a big psychologi- 


Eastleigh manager Richard Hill. 

cal difference.” 

When Hill was appointed successor 
to ex-Saint Ian Baird, Eastleigh were 
labouring seventh from bottom of the 
Conference South with seven points 
from as many games. 

By early 2013 he had stamped his 
hallmark on the side, lifting them 


into the play-offs and then winning 
the league in his first full season at 
the helm. 

“We’ve had so many firsts,” said 
Hill. “We reached the play-offs in 
the first season, won the league and 
reached the FA Trophy quarter-finals 
in the second and that was the first 


time we’d played opposition - Gates¬ 
head - higher than ourselves.” 

With pedigree players like Andy 
Drury, Lee Cook and James Consta¬ 
ble now plying their trade for East¬ 
leigh in non-League’s top tier, Hill is 
not surprised supporters can scarce¬ 
ly believe their eyes when they study 
the team sheet. 

“We’ve only got two players left 
- Michael Green and Jai Reason - 
from when I first took over,” said the 
boss. 

Personality 

“When you get a bit of success you 
have to maintain it and players come 
and go. But let’s not forget lads like 
Mark Hughes and Tom Jordan who 
are no longer at the club but were 
there at the beginning. 

“Then there was Dean Beckwith, 
Stuart Fleetwood, Craig McAllis¬ 
ter, Dan Spence etc. who helped us 
win the league - plus Jamie Collins 
who played a big part not just on the 
pitch, but with his personality off it. 

“There have been some low points, 
but over three years the highs have 
outweighed them. 

“I had fans telling me at the start 
of last season that all we needed in 
our first year in the Conference was 
to stay up by a point. 

“But we played Nuneaton in our 
first game, won 3-0 away and ended 
up finishing fourth above some for¬ 
mer established Football League 
clubs. 

“We made the play-offs and came 
up against a very good Grimsby side. 

“Four times we played them last 
season and four times they were the 
better team, I’ve no qualms about 
that.” 

Magnitude 

Going forward, Hill says it’s es¬ 
sential Eastleigh don’t rest on their 
laurels. 

“I don’t think some people realise 
the magnitude of what’s happened 
here, but that doesn’t mean we can 
settle for that,” he said. “Eastleigh 
have to strive to become better. 

“It doesn’t matter who the manag¬ 
er is, what matters is that in the near 
future this club gets Football League 
status.” 



No blame 
for Miller 
in leveller 

DEFENDER Dan Miller was 
exonerated of any blame for 
the goal that denied Sholing 
a possible Sydenhams 
Premier victory at Cowes 
Sports last Saturday. 

Leading by a 35th-minute 
Barry Mason strike, the 
Boatmen were pegged back 
to 1-1 in controversial 
circumstances. 

Miller was running side by 
side with Cowes attacker 
Charlie Smeeton - a former 
Sholing player - and, despite 
seemingly having his shirt 
pulled, still had the strength 
to nod the ball back to 
’keeper Ryan Gosney. 

But, to everyone’s surprise, 
Southampton referee Steve 
Currie pointed to the spot, 
Sholing’s protests were 
waved away and Smeeton 
netted the penalty. 

Crazy 

“It was crazy,” said boss 
Dave Diaper. “It was a routine 
back-to-front ball which 
bounced and Dan managed to 
get a header back to the 
keeper. 

“Charlie’s streetwise and 
went down and, for some 
unknown reason, the ref gave 
it. 

“I do berate my players for 
giving away free-kicks in the 
final third and I tell them not 
to take players out in penalty 
area, but there’s criticism of 
Dan. 

“It was an error by the ref 
and quite a costly one for us. 
But these decisions go 
against you sometimes, it’s 
one of those things. 

Bewildered 

“I always shake the ref’s 
hand at the end of a game, 
but I didn’t this time. I’m too 
experienced to get involved 
in verbals. 

“Everyone was bewildered 
with it but, if I’m honest, we 
didn’t deserve to come away 
with three points. 

“A draw was a fair result. 

“But, at the end of the day, 
we could have ground out a 
1-0 win. It was quite an 
important decision that went 
against us.” 



Dan Miller 
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Brockenhurst College 
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2015/16 Courses 
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Whether you want to learn new 
skills for your career or for personal 
enjoyment, Brockenhurst College 
offers a range of vocational training 
courses and a variety of leisure 
courses across the New Forest 
and surrounding areas. 

Our two new brochures list 
over 400 courses, from pottery 
to plumbing, birdwatching 
to bookkeeping, tai chi to 
transportation - get your copy 
now and learn something new. 

New course directories 
now available - visit 

www.brock.ac.uk/coursedirectory 
to download your copy now. 


T: 01590 625500 E: enquiries@brock.ac.uk 
www.brock.ac.uk 


r Brockenhurst College 2015/16 

Skills,Training 
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FREE GIFT 

When you buy your 

Daily Echo 

FROM OUR ROADSHOW TEAM 

At Sainsbury’s 
Hedge End 

From 10.00am 

MONDAY 

AND MEET THE EDITOR FROM 
12 noon - 2pm 

While stocks last 

Your Community, Your News... 

Your Newspaper 


DRIVE A 65 


FROM ONLY £199 DEPOSIT 
+ £199 PER MONTH! 



D0NT MISS OUT! CALL US TODAY: 02380 986 970 


Richmond Hyundai 02380 986 970 


EXCESS^MILEAGE CHARGeJa^PLY^T’S 00 ^ ^ ^ 


GOSPORT WAR MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 


Invitation to 
contact the 


The Gosport Independent Panel has been set up by Parliament to 
investigate historic concerns raised about the care and subsequent 
deaths of older people at Gosport War Memorial Hospital from the 1980s 
through to the early 2000s. The Panel will review documentary evidence 
held by a range of organisations and individuals. 


Gosport 

Independent 

Panel 


As Chair of the Panel, I would like to invite anyone who wishes to raise 
any concerns about the treatment of patients at Gosport War Memorial 
Hospital during this period to contact the Panel. Many families have 
concerns about the way their relatives were treated and how their 
complaints have been handled. I want to make sure families’ views are 
taken into account and fully considered by the Panel. 

You can contact the Panel in confidence by completing the contact form 
at https://qosportpanel.independent.qov.uk/contact/ or by emailing 
enauiries@qosportpanel.independent.qov.uk or by calling 0207 972 
4212 during normal office hours. 


BISHOP JAMES JONES 

Chair of the Gosport Independent Panel 
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Do you need additional storage or work space??? 


PENTauver 


PENTALVER .•! 


Pentalver is the UK's leading provider of ISO 
containers and Bespoke container conversions. 
Our dedicated workshop teams have converted 
containers into offices, stables, workshops and 
for numerous other Bespoke applications. 

To find out how our container solutions could 
work for you, get in touch today 


www.pentalvercontainersales.co.uk 


WE ARE 
MACMILLAN. 

CANCER SUPPORT 




World s Biggest Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 16th September 10.30am 

You and a friend are cordially invited to join us in our Owners’ Lounge, 
for some coffee and treats. The money we raise will help 
Macmillan Cancer Support make sure no-one has to face cancer alone. 
It’s your chance to see for yourself the advantages 

of Churchill Retirement Living. Located in the centre 
of Romsey, Abbey Lodge is a delightful collection 
of 29 one and two bedroom retirement apartments. 

We look forward to meeting you! 


HOME IS AT THE HEART OF YOUR RETIREMENT 


Lodge Manager 
Owners' Lounge 
Guest suite for friends 
and family 

Landscaped gardens 


24-hour support 
CCTV security entrance 
system 
Parking 

Lift to all floors 


Church ill 

Retirement Living^ 


FOR EVERY VISITOR 
THAT ATTENDS OUR 
COFFEE MORNING, 
WE WILL DONATE £5!* 


RSVP to Hannah or Lara on 01794 725381 
visit churchillretirement.co.uk 


ABBEY LODGE, Bridge Road, Romsey, Hampshire S051 8U 


PENTALVER .sf 

INNOVATIVE CONTAINER SOLUTIONS 


TyGlobal Freight 


To obtain a quotation or simply to discuss your requirements with our friendly sales team, 

call us now on 02380 338100 or email sou.sales@pentalver.com 


SOUTHAMPTON 

BOAT SHOW 

11-20 ^7 

SEPTEMBER YY 

2015 
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Jimmy Adams in LV County Championship action against Middlesex earlier this season (pic by Neil Marshall) 

Vital draw for Hampshire 



Jimmy Adams last raised his bat after making 50 against Middlesex in May 


JIMMY Adams spoke of his 
relief after his first LV County 
Championship century of the 
season helped Hampshire to 
a crucial draw against rel¬ 
egation rivals Somerset at 
Taunton. 

Adams ended a torrid run of form 
(43 runs from his previous eight in¬ 
nings) with 136 as Hampshire, 390 be¬ 
hind after the first innings, reached 
411-4 before hands were shaken on 
Saturday afternoon, writes Simon 
Walter. 

The result means Somerset have ex¬ 
tended the gap between second-from- 
bottom Hampshire and the nearest 
safety position to 11 points after tak¬ 
ing maximum bonus points. 

But Hampshire showed their bat¬ 
tling qualities in saving the game 
to ensured Somerset did not extend 
their lead by another 16. 

It means Hampshire’s season is still 
alive as they prepare to host champi¬ 
ons Yorkshire from Monday before 
taking on Nottinghamshire at Trent 
Bridge in the final round of games. 

Somerset’ are now level on points 
with Sussex - who they play at Hove 
from Monday 

So with Adams back in form, there 
is still hope of another Great Escape. 

Adams, who was replaced by James 
Vince as Hampshire’s four-day cap¬ 
tain earlier this season, told Radio 
Solent: “It’s been a tough old sea¬ 
son, certainly in four-day cricket it’s 
been one of those where sometimes I 
haven’t really known where the next 
run is coming from. 


“It’s been a pretty wretched few 
months. I have to thank the guys for 
sticking with me because there were 
times I was doubting myself. 

“But if there’s anywhere you want 
to bat when you’re out of nick it’s 
Taunton - it was certainly trickier at 
the Riverside [against Durham] last 
week! 


“It’s been a really torrid few months 
so it was nice to come here where you 
trust the wicket a bit more. I got a bit 
of luck early and managed to carry 
on so I was delighted.” 

Well though Adams played, he was 
fortunate to be dropped at first slip 
by Jim Allenby on 94. 

“It was probably one of the easier 


ones he’s had this year - I said I’d 
buy him a beer,” smiled Adams. “You 
need slices of luck at times and it 
was nice to make it count.” 

Adams reached three figures from 
199 balls, with 14 fours. 

“It was a relief,” he admitted. “It’s 
been a very tough year at times so a 
big thing to be able to do that. In a 
way Somerset bowled better [than on 
the first day], but that’s the strange 
thing about cricket, you get your re¬ 
wards some days and not on others. 

“Jamie Overton bowled beautifully, 
he hardly bowled a bad ball and was 
exceptional to the left handers. But 
if the bowlers didn’t quite get it right 
there were runs on a fast outfield.” 

Hampshire began the final day on 
258-1. Somerset took the new ball 
straight away and Adams, who was 
on 117 overnight, lost Vince (77) in 
the sixth over after a second-wicket 
stand of 128 when Craig Overton had 
Hampshire’s captain caught at gully 
looking to cut. 

Two overs later, rain caused a 
45-minute delay and the loss of 12 
overs, after which Adams and Will 
Smith saw Hampshire to lunch on 
309-2 

Adams was caught behind push¬ 
ing forward to Peter Trego’s medium 
pace for a 313-ball 136 (19 fours) in 
the third over after lunch. 

Will Smith (50) and Liam Dawson 
(44 not out) responded with a fourth- 
wicket partnership of 72 in 35 overs. 
Smith drove occasional off-spinner 
Tom Cooper to mid-on in the seventh 
over after tea before Sean Ervine (13 
not out) helped Hampshire erase the 
deficit. 


Yorkshire 
to arrive 
after loss 

YORKSHIRE will arrive at The 
Ageas Bowl on Monday on 
the back of only their fourth 
LV= County Championship 
defeat in 62 matches under 
Jason Gillespie. 

After securing their second 
title in as many years at 
Lord’s earlier this week, 
Middlesex took a 
stranglehold on second place 
by inflicting a first defeat of 
the season on the champions. 

Yorkshire’s hopes of going 
the season unbeaten were 
dashed as, set 381 to win in a 
minimum of 96 overs after the 
hosts’ overnight declaration 
on 573 for eight, they slipped 
to 134 all out in 58 overs. 

New-ball seamer Toby 
Roland-Jones continued his 
memorable match with five 
wickets, including two in an 
over after lunch and, overall, 
four in three overs from the 
Pavilion End. 

On day three, the 27-year- 
old scored a maiden century- 
an unbeaten 103 - before 
finishing with season-best 
figures of 5-27 from 21 overs. 

James Harris had earlier set 
Middlesex on their way to a 
246-run victory when he 
removed England Test duo 
Adam Lyth and Gary Ballance. 



Middlesex celebrate 


Finals Day 
switch-off 

T20 Finals Day attracted 
its lowest-ever television 
audience this year. 

Hampshire’s sixth 
appearance in as many years 
saw them lose their fourth 
Edgbaston semi-final and 
their second in as many years 
to Lancashire, who went one 
better by winning their first 
T20 title. 

But the day attracted a 
disappointing average 
audience of 388,000 on Sky 
Sports, according to figures 
released by the Broadcasters 
Audience Research Board. 

The one-sided semi-finals 
were watched by 159,000 and 
229,000 tuned in to the final, 
which saw Lancashire beat 
Northants by 13 runs after 
only conceding ten off the 
final over. 

According to cricinfo.com 
the figure is ten per cent 
down on the previous lowest 
Finals Day in 2013. 
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Members of Hampshire’s County Championship-winning team of 1961. (left to right) Colin Ingleby MacKenzie, Leo Harrison, Danny Livingstone, Derek 
Shackleton, Alan Wassell, Mike Barnard, ‘Butch’ White. 

Why downgrade the 
County Championship? 



Yorkshire celebrate a wicket during this week’s title-clinching win at Lord’s 


WHETHER they stay up or 
go down, Hampshire are 
likely to be playing in a de¬ 
valued County Champion¬ 
ship next season. 

The England and Wales Cricket 
Board’s proposed changes, which 
are expected to be given the go- 
ahead by its management board 
later this month, would see Hamp¬ 
shire play some counties once and 
others twice, writes Simon Wal¬ 
ter. 

By 2017 there could even be eight 
teams playing in the first division, 
to at least ensure a symmetrical top 
flight, and ten in the second. 

Nonsensical. To my mind, if it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

There has been nothing wrong 
with the Championship since it was 
split into two divisions 15 years ago. 

But the ECB is seemingly intent 
on demeaning the competition that 
produces England’s Test stars of 
the future. 

It is one thing to make the T20 
Blast asymmetrical (for the last two 
seasons Hampshire have played 
Surrey once and every other side 
twice in the nine-county South 
Group). 

But to make the Championship 


structure so lop-sided would treat 
with contempt a much-loved com¬ 
petition that began way back in 
1890. 

Hampshire’s Championship tri¬ 
umphs of 1961 and 1973 rank as the 
biggest achievements in the club’s 
history, while Yorkshire’s retain¬ 
ing of the title at Lord’s this week 


trumped Lancashire’s T20 Blast 
triumph. 

But most county chairmen are un¬ 
derstood to have agreed to the pro¬ 
posed changes, to make more room 
for the limited-overs competitions. 

With England due to host the 
2019 World Cup, the ECB is seem¬ 
ingly desperate to prioritise 50-over 


cricket as well as restructure the 
T20 Blast, despite its success as a 
Friday night competition. 

T20 attendances have been up 
across the country in the last two 
years but the intention is to return 
to a more intense T20 schedule in 
mid-summer. Maybe that will be 
the prelude to the eagerly awaited 
city-based franchise competition... 

But if we must change the Cham¬ 
pionship there are ways to do it 
without riding roughshod over 
county cricket’s most established 
competition. 

Imagine Saints beginning a Pre¬ 
mier League season knowing they 
would play every side twice, ex¬ 
cept Manchester United, who they 
would only play at Old Trafford. 

Surely a better solution would 
be to introduce three pools of six, 
with play-off matches to decide 
promotion and relegation and per¬ 
haps the overall title itself. 

Australia’s Sheffield Shield is 
made up of only six states so if ten 
games a season is enough for the 
world champions why can that not 
be an option? 

Quality is more important than 
quantity so better to retain the 
competition’s credibility than the 
half-baked solution on the table. 


Records are 
broken by 
Somerset duo 

MARCUS Trescothick and Tom Abell 
batted themselves and Somerset into 
the record books as they dominated 
the crucial LV County Championship 
match against Hampshire. 

Trescothick’s 57th first-class 
hundred, a 261-ball 153, and Abell’s 
first, a 203-ball 131, ensured the 
master and the apprentice shared the 
highest opening stand against 
Hampshire for nine years. 

Their 272-run alliance was also only 
one run shy of the county’s all-time 
biggest opening partnership against 
Hampshire. 

Tom Cooper then made 118 (130 
balls) as three Somerset players 
scored centuries in one innings 
against Hampshire since 1900. 

Between them they scored the bulk 
of Somerset’s 630-9 declared, which is 
the highest Championship total 
against Hampshire for six years but 
only the third highest by Somerset 
against Hampshire at Taunton since 
the turn of the century. 

The one positive for Hampshire was 
Liam Dawson’s 5-139 - the slow left- 
armer’s second first-class five-fer and 
his first in division one. 

BIGGEST TOTALS AGAINST 
HAMPSHIRE IN A TWO-DIVISION 
COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
705-9 (Somerset, Taunton, 2003). 



STAR OF THE FUTURE: Tom Abell 


654-6 (Somerset, Taunton, 2008). 

631-6 (Sussex, Hove, 2002). 

630-8 (Warwickshire, Edgbaston, 
2009). 

630-9 (Somerset, Taunton, 2015). 

612 (Notts, Trent Bridge, 2004) 

BIGGEST OPENING PARTNERSHIPS 
AGAINST HAMPSHIRE IN THE COUNTY 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

379 (Bobby Abel/Bill Brockwell), 
Surrey, The Oval, 1897. 

347 (Percy Holmes/Herbert 
Sutcliffe), Yorkshire, Portsmouth, 

1920. 

315 (Herbert Sutcliffe/ Len Hutton), 
Yorkshire, Sheffield, 1939 

288 (Herbert Bainbridge/Willie 
Quaife), Warwickshire, Southampton, 
1897 

287 (CB Fry/Joseph Vine), Sussex, 
Hove, 1904. 

281* (David Fulton/Rob Key) Kent, 
Canterbury, 2006 

279 (Chris Broad/Dean Hodgson), 
Gloucestershire, Bristol, 1993 

273* (Nigel Felton/Peter Roebuck), 
Somerset, Taunton, 1986 

272 (Marcus Trescothick/Tom Abell), 
Somerset, Taunton, 2015 
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April 

12-15 Sussex (h) Championship: Sussex 
444 (D Briggs 4-74) & 164 (J Tomlinson 4-37, 
D Briggs 3-27), Hampshire 231 (S Ervine 66 
no, C Wood 48) & 285 (M Carberry 79). 

Hampshire lost by 79 runs. 

19-22 Warwickshire (a) Championship: 

Hampshire 319 (A Wheater 74, J Adams 53) 
&339 (S Ervine 102, M Carberry 81), 

Warwicks 280 (J Tomlinson 3-53) & 244-5. 

Match drawn. 

26-29 Nottinghamshire (h) Championship: 

Nottinghamshire 371 (G Berg 3-88, A Adams 

3- 93) & 296-4, Hampshire 276 (J Adams 61) 
&29-0. Match drawn. 

May 

10-13 Yorkshire (Headingley) 
Championship: Yorkshire 370 (J Tomlinson 

4- 86) & 304-4, Hampshire 227 (M Carberry, 
97) & 143 (W Smith 64no). Hampshire lost 
by 305 runs. 

15 Essex (h) T20: Hampshire 173-4 (J 
Adams 55no) Essex 156 (Yasir Arafat 3-27). 

Hampshire won by 17 runs. 

17-20 Middlesex (h) Championship: 

Hampshire 413 (W Smith 93, M Carberry 67, 

J Adams 61, G Berg 50) & 185-5 (M Carberry 
57), Middlesex 382 (F Edwards 4-100). 

Drawn 

22 Kent (h), T20: Hampshire 172-6 (J Vince 
66, Kent 178-5. Hampshire lost by 5 wick¬ 
ets. 

29 Glamorgan (Swalec). T20: Hampshire 
148-8 (S Ervine 49), Glamorgan 127 (C 
Wood 4-16). Hampshire won by 21 runs. 

31-3 Worcestershire (h) Championship: 

Hampshire 222 (J Adams 48) & 245-6 (W 
Smith 64no, A Wheather 52, J Adams 47), 
Worcestershire 403-5. Drawn. 

June 

4 Middlesex (h) T20: Hampshire 172-3 (O 
Shah 58no, M Carberry 57), Middlesex 153-6, 

Hampshire won by 19 runs. 

5 Somerset (Tauton) T20: Hampshire 167-3 
(J Vince 64no), Somerset 173-2. Hampshire 
lost by 8 wickets. 

7-10 Sussex (Hove) Championship: Sussex 
251 (G Berg 4-67) & 266 (F Edwards 5-58), 
Hampshire 392 (A Wheater 111, G Berg 99) & 
126-4 (S Terry 62no). Hampshire won by 6 
wickets. 

12 Kent (Canterbury) T20: Kent 183-5, 
Hampshire 187-4 (J Vince 99no) Hampshire 
won by 6 wickets. 

18 Middlesex (Lords) T20: Hampshire 199-5 
(M Carberry 72, O Shah 64), Middlesex 178, 

Hampshire won by 21 runs. 

19 Sussex (h) T20: Hampshire 157-6 (J Vince 
41), Sussex 158-3. Hampshire lost by seven 
wickets. 

21 Somerset (h) Championship: Somerset 
346 (G Berg 4-64) & 64-1, Hampshire 147 & 
262 (G Berg 86). Hampshire lost by 9 wick¬ 
ets. 

26 Essex (Chelmsford) T20: Essex 212-5, 
Hampshire 134. Hampshire lost by 78 runs. 

28-1 Middlesex (Lord’s) Championship: 

Hampshire 176 (J Gatting 64) & 227 (S Terry 
52, A Wheater 50) Middlesex 330 (B Wheat 
4-10) 7 77-1. Hampshire lost by 9 wickets. 

July 

3 Glamorgan (h) T20: Glamorgan 181-7 
(Berg 3-34), Hampshire 158-6 (M Carberry 
70). Hampshire lost by 23 runs. 

6-9 Worcestershire (New Road) 
Championship: Worcestershire 478 (J Bird 
4-164, Hampshire 183 (J Vince56, W Smith 
51 no) & 262 (J Gatting 59), Hants lost by an 
innings and 33 runs, 
cont on facing page 



Local Cricket Spotlight 


OSCA awards 
at Ageas Bowl 


THE Hampshire Cricket Board 
has recognised a host of volun¬ 
teers - the people who ‘simply 
make cricket happen’ - at its 
annual OSCA presentation cer¬ 
emony at the Ageas Bowl. 

A significant gathering of folk - 
people deep in the ‘grass roots’ of the 
game - took a bow for their devoted 
efforts in a variety of roles, be it 
coaching, preparing the grounds, 
scoring, umpiring or simply organ¬ 
ising. 

Two of the OSCAs went to octoge¬ 
narians - 82-year old Bashley 
(Rydal) scorer Mollie Currie, and 
Tony Brown, the Fareham & 
Crofton stalwart and Hampshire 
Cricket League vice-chairman, two 
years her younger at a still very 
active 80. 

They were all praised by HCB offi¬ 
cial John Cook for “sowing the seeds 
at grass roots level, nurturing a pas¬ 
sion and enthusiasm for the game 
and ultimately providing a cricket¬ 
ing future for everyone.” 

Cook provided citations for the fol¬ 
lowing seven award winners, all of 
whom will attend a special celebra¬ 
tory lunch at Lord’s next month - 

Heartbeat of the Club: Dave 
Marshall, Sway ... Dave Marshall 
encapsulates every aspect of Sway 
life in the New Forest. A Level 2 
coach, he manages the club’s thriv¬ 
ing junior section, compiles the web¬ 
site, is a lead player in ClubMark 
and is leading the project team to 
fund, design and build a new pavil¬ 
ion. 

That’s on top of playing some 240 
odd outdoor matches since 2006 and 
scoring nearly 4,000 runs, taking 
over 200 wickets and snapping up 96 
catches. 

Lifetime Achiever: Colin 

Justice., has been the backbone and 
driving force behind youth cricket 
in North Hampshire since the 
NHCDA was formed 20 years ago 
and at Yateley for over 30 years. 

As NH chairman, Colin devoted 
countless hours organising, admin¬ 
istrating, directing and advising on 
all aspects of the Association’s activ¬ 
ities and remit. And as head coach of 
the district he has inspired numer¬ 
ous talented players to realise their 
potential, 35 county age group play¬ 
ers emerging from club. 

‘Get the Game on’ - Andy 
Oliphant has been the Sarisbury 
Athletic has been the Groundsman 
at Allotment Road for the past few 
years and no matter what the condi¬ 
tions, he will probably be there 
working. 

Now with a full complement of 



Dave Marshall, right, recevies his OSCA at The Ageas Bowl 




Andy Oliphant, above, and Mollie Currie, below 


equipment, he keeps two grounds - 
the other being the historic 
Sarisbury Green - extremely well 
maintained and does all he can to 
keep the games playing. 

“His dedication is faultless,” said 
John Cook 

Leagues - Tony Brown, 
Hampshire League .. is arguably 
Fareham’s best known cricket per¬ 
sonality, having been involved at 
Bath Lane for over half a century, 
both as a player and, for the past 23 
years, groundsman until his retire¬ 
ment last summer. A off-spinning 
all-rounder in his playing days, both 
in the Royal Navy and at Fareham & 
Crofton, Tony was named as one of 



Joe Scutts 


the Borough of Fareham’s Citizen’s 
of the Year in May. 

His long stint at Fareham has coin¬ 
cided with long and unstinting ser¬ 
vice with the Hampshire League 
since 1995, where he is vice-chair¬ 
man and plays a major role in play¬ 
ing facilities, particularly grounds. 

Over the past 20 years, he has vis¬ 
ited the majority of the many 
grounds in the HCL at least once, 
involving a great deal of time and 
travel in the region, helping clubs 
overcome problems. 

Nat West Cricket Force - 
Gordon Scott, Oakley 

... has been instrumental in Oakley 
(based on the outskirts of 
Basingstoke) rejuvenating their 85- 
year old clubhouse over the winter 
of 2014/2015. 

The clubhouse dates back to the 
1930’s and has much need for care 
and attention. 

Gordon has rebuilt the players’ 
veranda, delivered the roof repair, 
making the pavilion look a centre 
piece of this 

idyllic village cricket ground. Not 
finishing with just the outside 
Gordon organised a squad of volun¬ 
teers to tackle the main area of the 
clubhouse updating the bar and 
lounge to be so much more inviting. 

Visiting teams also enjoy a much 
better changing room environment 
as a result of his efforts.. 

Officiating: Umpires and 

Scorers - Mollie Currie (Bashley 
Rydal) 

.. has been Bashley (Rydal) scorer 
for the past 30 years, meticulously 
compiling the match-by-match sta¬ 
tistics of the New Forest club’s 
Southern Electric Premier League 
games - games played at the highest 
level of recreational cricket and 
demanding great powers of concen¬ 
tration and accuracy - all in 
coloured inks and crafted by hand. 

Young Volunteer - Joe Scutts - 
Fair Oak ..is first team scorer with 
Hampshire League championship 
winning Fair Oak, where he is also 
junior fixture secretary. 

For the past three years Joe has 
been an ever present 1st XI scorer 
(even when he was studying in 
Sheffield) and has taken the role to 
new heights. 

The introduction of coloured pens 
preceded dual scoring on iPad and 
book and moved on to providing live 
updates via twitter and CricHQ so 
supporters around the world can 
track the progress of the Oaks. 

Joe is regularly centre of attention 
during the post-match beer as play¬ 
ers crowd around to check their 
wagon wheels and find out who was 
the MVP for the game. 


GOT A SPORTS STORY? EMAIL echospoit@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Local Cricket Spotlight 


Grammar School pull off a big shock 


from facing page 

10 Surrey (h) T20: Hampshire 186-5 
(AWheater 78), Surrey 157-9 (D 
Briggs 3-21). Hampshire win by 29 
runs. 

14 Gloucestershire (Cheltenham) 
T20: Hampshire 116, Gloucestershire 
117-5. Hampshire lost by 5 wickets. 



IT’S been some summer for regional 
Under-17 cricket, with Portsmouth 
Grammar, pictured, following up 
Hampshire's recent success in the ECB 
County Championship by winning the 
national schools' title. They pulled off a 


real shock by beating Sedbergh, one of 
the countries' top cricketing schools, by 
one wicket in a pulsating final in Oxford 
this week. 

They had their powerful Cumbrian 
opponents on the ropes at 60-6 and later 


98-7, but Lancashire prospect Tom Park- 
Johnson (58) hit a half-century to raise 
the total to 174-9 (Harry Wratten 3-51). 

The PGS reply ebbed a flowed, Ben 
Caldera (30) and Jadon Buckeridge (21) 
making an impact, but at 122-7 they 


looked probable losers. 

But Harry Hoolihan, with a match win¬ 
ning 26 not out, rallied the tail, adding a 
precious 30 with Wratten before PGS 
scrambled a one-wicket win off the 
penultimate ball of the 40-over match. 


Island lad Adam 
set for Somerset 
debut after 222 


VENTN0R raised Adam 
Hose is banging loudly on 
the door for a potential 
LV= County 

Championship debut for 
Somerset in the last two 
matches of the season. 

The 22-year old islander 
dropped a massive hint to 
Somerset Director of Cricket 
Matthew Maynard with a 
career-best double century 
against Gloucestershire sec¬ 
onds this week, writes Mike 
Vimpany. 

His best-yet 222 was his 
fourth treble figure score in 


Somerset's colours, having 
previous made 141 and 110 
against Surrey, and 117 in an 
earlier game with 
Gloucestershire. 

Hose, who played junior 
age group cricket for 
Hampshire, has already 
made eight Royal London 
Cup appearances for 
Somerset this season, hitting 
46 against Worcestershire 
and 41 v Durham. 

He made his Somerset 
debut in the twenty20 at the 
Ageas Bowl and last weekend 
helped High Wycombe, his 
adopted club side, win the 


ECB Home Counties Premier 
League title. 

Hose is hopeful of playing 
against either Sussex at Hove 
on Monday or in Somerset's 
final match against 
Warwickshire at Taunton 
the following week. 


Adam Hose could make 
his Somerset first class 
debut next week. 



FOLLOW LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 


17 Sussex (Hove) T20. Hampshire 
204-3 (J Vince 90, A Wheater 51), 
Sussex 200-6 (C Wood 3-40). 

Hampshire won by four runs. 

19 Durham (h). Championship. 

Durham 421 (L Dawson 3-70, J Bird 
3-105) & 190-4 (M Crane 4-72), 
Hampshire 307 (W Smith 85, M 
Carberry 73) & 179-7 (L McManus 
53no). Match drawn. 

23 Somerset (h). T20. Hampshire 
143-7 (M Carberry 57), Somerset 
137-8 (Yasir Arafat 4-37). Hampshire 
won by six runs. 

27 Sussex (h). Royal London Cup. 

Hampshire 343-6 (J Vince 103, L 
Dawson 73), Sussex 256 (L Dawson 
6-47). Hampshire won by 87 runs. 

30 Kent (Canterbury). Royal London 
Cup. Hampshire 233 (M Carberry 61), 
Kent 236-5 (F Edwards 3-47). 

Hampshire lost by five wickets. 

August 

1 Middlesex (h). Royal London Cup. 

Middlesex 117 (M Crane 4-30, F 
Edwards 3-32), Hampshire 121-0 (M 
Carberry 66no, J Adams 53no). 

Hampshire won by 10 wickets 

2 Glamorgan (Cardiff). Royal 
London Cup. Glamorgan 182 (L 
Dawson 3-21), Hampshire 26-0. 

Match abandoned. Hampshire won 
on disqualification. 

4 Essex (h) Royal London Cup. 

Hampshire 209 (L Dawson 85, W 
Smith 63), Essex 210-4. Hampshire 
won by six wickets. 

5 Warwickshire (Edgbaston). Royal 
London Cup. Hampshire 280 (L 
Dawson 67, W Smith 65), 
Warwickshire 184-9 (L Dawson 3-34). 

Hampshire won by 23 runs (D/L 
Method). 

7 Warwickshire (h). Championship. 

Hampshire 285 (A Wheater 57, G 
Berg 3-54) & 283-3 (J Vince 125no, M 
Carberry 91), Warwickshire 125 (F 
Edwards 5-32, M Crane 5-36) & 227 
(F edwards 4-55). Hampshire won by 
216 runs. 

14 Worcestershire (New Road). T20 
Q/F. Hampshire 196-4 (J Vince 107), 
Worcestershire 58-2. Hampshire 
won by 17 runs (D/L Method). 

17 Lancashire (h). Royal London 
Cup. Lancashire 301-4, Hampshire 
272 (A Wheater 111, J Adams 53, L 
Dawson 52). Hampshire lost by 29 
runs. 

19 Notts (Trent Bridge). Royal 
London Cup. Notts 256-3. Match 
abandoned. 

26 Gloucestershire (Bristol). Royal 
London Cup QF. Hampshire 217-7 (J 
Adams 97, W Smith 50), Gloucs 218- 
6 . Hampshire lost by 4 wkts. 

29 Lancashire (Edgbaston). 

NatWest t20 Blast semi-final 

Hampshire 115, Lancashire 119-4. 

Hampshire lost by 6 wkts. 


September 

1-4 Durham (Riverside) 
Championship. Durham 213 (R 
McLaren 4-60, F Edwards 3-57, G 
Berg 3-27) & 200 (F Edwards 4-43, R 
McLaren 3-54), Hampshire 251 & 
166-3 (J Vince 65no). Hampshire 
won by seven wickets. 
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Boutique 4* breaks in Guernsey at Fermain Valley / QUOTE - FLYWAY | 


TRAVEL OFFERS 


(§) ®j 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 


VISA 


For full terms and conditions, please visit our website 
*When you book your stay before the 30th September 2015 


WEDDING 

EXHIBITION 


02 GUILDHALL 

SOUTHAMPTON - CIVIC CENTRE 


27th SEPTEMBER 2015 


11am till 3pm 


40+ LOCAL WEDDING SPECIALISTS 

2 FASHION SHOWS AT 
12 NOON & 2PM 

ENTRY £2 OR FREE WITH THIS ADVERT 

DAILY ECHO 

www.weddingdaze.co.uk 


star flight inclusive tranquil breaks 


www.fermainvalley.com 


► 0800 316 0314 or email 

► book@fermainvalley.com 


HOTEL GUERNSEY 

★ A A A 


Enjoy a warm welcome and views that will take your 
breath away in Guernsey. 

Discover charming local traditions such as hedge veg 
and The Little Chapel, take a short boat ride to another 
island in the Bailiwick or simply sit and watch the 
world go by at one of the beautiful locations across the 
island. 


Choose the 4 star Fermain Valley Hotel for complete 
relaxation and stay on a luxurious 3, 5 or 7 night 
package available throughout the year. 

Book direct and receive £5o * dining credit to use during 
your stay, quote FLYAWAY. 


FREE SUPER-FAST WIFI 


FREE TRANSFER 


© 


The Mountbatten School 




Are you looking for a great 
education for your child both 
inside and outside the classroom? 

Open Mornings for prospective 
Year 7 for the September 2016 
Intake -Thursday 17 and Tuesday 
22 September 2015 at 9.15am. 

If your child does not attend one of our linked schools, 
please telephone the school on 01794 502502 to 
indicate which day you would prefer. 

We look forward to welcoming you to 
The Mountbatten School 


Whitenap Lane, Romsey, Hampshire, 5051 5SY 
website: www.mountbatten.hants.sch.uk e-mail: info@mountbatten.hants.sch.uk 
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OPEN 

TO TRADE & PUBLIC 


The Plumbing shop 

CALL SALES 023 80 382 840 



COMPLETE BATHROOM 
SUITES FROM ONLY— 
£250 ] 



Great Discount on a wide Range of Bathroom products 



ShowerBaths c/w panel 
Shower Screen £220.0 




4 Piece Bathroom Suite 
c/w soft close seat £70.00 


Mono Basin Mixer 
£11.99 



Plan Thermostatic Exposed 
Bar Mixer Shower £77.00 


i 


wer I Enclosures 
From £ 150700 



Free Local 
DELIVERY 


VISIT OUR SOUTHAMPTON SHOWROOM 
TODAY WITH OVER 70 BATHROOM DISPLAYS 






DRIVERS WHARF BUSINESS PARK NORTHAM ROAD SOUTHAMPTON SOM 0PF 
FREE PARKING EXPERT STAFF FRIENDLY SERVICE GREAT PRICES 


ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 


/ 


/ 


www.theplumbingshopltd.co.uk 




Prme*5St 
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Rollercoaster loss 


BROCKENHURST boss 
Pat McManus felt poor 
defending was chiefly to 
blame for Wednesday’s 
rollercoaster 4-3 defeat at 
Sholing in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division. 

But while McManus accepts that 
much of the damage was “self-in¬ 
flicted”, he felt two failed Brock pen¬ 
alty shouts impacted on the outcome. 

He said: “It was a good game for 
the neutrals, but not so nice to be 
involved in and it’s disappointing to 
have left with nothing. 

“Some of it was self-inflicted and 
we’re definitely going to have to 
tighten up at the back, but we also 
had two massive penalty shouts. 

“It wasn’t just me who thought they 
were penalties, I must have spoken to 
25 people around the ground, includ¬ 
ing Sholing people, who couldn’t be¬ 
lieve they weren’t given. 

“The referee actually apologised 
at half-time, but what good’s that? I’d 
rather he’d turned round and said he 
didn’t think it was a penalty than say 
sorry 

“The assistant was right there and 
gave nothing and then the next thing 
you know he’s turning around tell¬ 
ing their bench to sit down. 

Heading here 



“What’s more important in foot¬ 
ball these days - having more than 
two people standing in the technical 
area or what’s actually going on on 
the pitch?” 

Sholing’s razor-sharp marksman 
Daniel Mason helped himself to a 
hat-trick, hoisting his season’s tally 


up to 11, while Kev Brewster scored 
with a trademark free kick. 

“We knew what Kev was capable of 
and we had spoken beforehand about 
not giving free kicks away around 
the box. But then we went out and 
did everything we had spoken about 
not doing!” rued boss McManus. 


“Three times we were able to get 
back into it (through goals which 
were scored by Mark Barker, Matt 
Casey and Elliott Richards) and then 
we switched off three minutes from 
time.” 

Former Folland midfielder Casey 
has joined the Brock ranks. 


Sunday, September 13 

Premier League : Sunderland v 
Tottenham (1.30pm), Leicester v 
Aston Villa (4pm) 

Sky Bet Championship : Fulham v 
Blackburn 

FA CUP First qualifying round: 
Greenwich Borough v Slimbridge. 
VAN ARAM A NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTHChelmsford v Concord, St 
Albans v Basingstoke. 

CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON SUNDAY 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SDFA Senior Cup, first round: Bush 
Hill v Testlands. 

Premier Division: AFC West End v 
Titans, Ice House v Hamble roll Call, 
Sholing United v KRL. 

Senior Division: Bitterne RBL v 
Boyatt Wood Wanderers, Hedge End 
Athletic v RS Nomansland, Sky Blues 
v Cricketers Arms (Fair Oak), Yacht 
Tavern v Itchen Saints. 

Junior 1: Bishops v AFC Portswood, 
AFC Velmore v CDA, Lokomotiv 
Eastleigh v AFC Bishopstoke, Test 
Valley Spartans v Chamberlayne 
Athletic. 

Junior 2: AFC Dorchester v Abshot 
(GP), AFC Southbrook v Eastpoint, 
Curbridge v Marchwood Rangers, Ice 
Sports v Aldermoor United. 

Junior 3: Bitterne Ducks v Durley, 
King George v AFC Waterside, 
Portside v Mottisfont. 

Junior 4: Forest Home v Burridge 
AFC, Hunters In v Otter Sunday, 
Lyndhurst JFC v Sholing Monks. 
Junior 5: AFC Spitfire v Bridge 
Manor, JSC v St Minions, Sporting 
Compass v Itchen Hawks, Unity v 
Portswood United Res. 

Junior 6: Chamberlayne Athletic Res 
v AFC Carnival, FC Woolston v AFC 
Hedge End Town, Nursling v Bishops 
Waltham Dynamos, Riverside 
Rangers v Banister Park, Testwood 
Tornadoes v Winsor USC. 

GOSPORT, FAREHAM & SOLENT 
LEAGUE 

Combination Cup: Group 1: Clarence 
Tavern v Heathfiel Royals. 

Division 1: Bridgemary Eagles v 
CJ Glass, Crofton Saints v Green 
Dragon. 

Division 2: Delme Arms v Whiteley, 
Hoeford United v Down End, 
bridgemary Colts v Solent town, Lee 
CC v East Lodge. 

Division 3: AFC Seaway v Jolly 
Roger, Queens Head Raiders v 
Village Home Res, Daedalus v Castle 
in the Air, Crofton Saints Res v Elson 
Titans. 

Division 4: AFc Trades v SSC, Duke 
of Connaught v Forest United, 


AFC Middlecroft v Borough Town, 
Whiteley XI v AFC Onecom, Wispers 
v Bridgemary Colts XI. 

Division 5: Gosport Sp v AFc 
Whiteley Res, Testcombe v MM 
Sports, AFC Dynamo v Titchfield 
Common, White Hart v Gosham s, 
Wallington v Gipsy Queen. 
WINCHESTER & DISTRICT LEAGUE 
Premier: Owslebury v Halfway, 
Whitenap v FILO, FC Central v Mucky 
Duck. 

Division 1: Kings Worthy v AFC 
Gecko, Whalesmead Thistles v FC 
Railway, South Wonston Swifts v 
Worthys. 

Division 2: Sutton Scotney v Ropley, 
Trants FC v AFC Corinthians, FC 
Common v Hedge End Tigers. 

HAMPSHIRE YOUTH LEAGUE 
League Cup, first round: AFC Totton 
v Winchester Castle, Eastleigh v 
Sway, Clanfield v Sholing, Fareham 
T v Ringwood, AFC Portchester v 
Petersfield T, Portsmouth University 
v Colden Common, Totton & Eling v 
Christchurch, AFC Stoneham v US 
Portsmouth. 

Division 1: Gosport Falcons v 
Gosport FC, Moneyfields v Gosport 
Borough. 

Division 2: Winchester City v Havant 
& Waterlooville, PTJ v Andover. 
SOUTHAMPTON YOUTH LEAGUE 
Under 18 Division 1: AFC Stoneham 
v Sholing, Athletico Romsey v 
Raiders, Hythe & Dibden Rangers v 
Wellow, Star Soccer v Romsey Town 
Yellow. 

Division 2: Chamberlayne Athletic 
v Romsey Town Cougars, Hamble 
United Red v Winchester, Hedge End 
Rangers White v ice Sports. 

Division 3: Alresford Town v AFC 
Hiltingbury, Follands v Sky Blues, 
Itchen Bulldogs v Warsash Wasps, 
Oakwood v Sportstars, Sarisbury 
Sparks v Hythe & Dibden Hawks. 
Division 4: Bitterne v Botley Village, 
Marchwood Rangers v Wyvern 
Dragons, Michelmersh &Timsbury 
v Winsor Utd, S & D v Hedge End 
Rangers Red. 

Under 16 Division 1: Compton v 
AFC Totton, Eastleigh v Winchester 
City, Romsey Town Crusaders v Star 
Soccer, St Marys v Sholing. 

Division 2: AFC Hiltingbury Hawks v 
Oaklands Rangers, Botley V v Hedge 
End Rangers Blue, BTC (Soton) v 
Romsey Town Panthers, Fareham v 
Hythe & Dibden Vipers. 

Division 3: AFC Stoneham Royals 
v Littleton Juniors, Hythe & Dibden 
Turbos v Colden Common Rangers, 


Romsey Cougars v Oakwood, 
Sarisbury Saints v Southside AFC, 
Wellow v Vies. 

Division 4: AFC Hiltingbury Harriers 
v AFC Fawley, Baddesley park v 
Bitterne, Townhill Lingland v AFC 
hiltingbury Hurricanes, Winsor 
v Sarisbury Amber, Wyvern v 
Chamberlayne Athletic. 

HAMPSHIRE WOMENS LEAGUE 
Division 1: AFC Boscombe v AFC 
Stoneham, Warsash Wasps v 
BTC (Southampton), Widbrook v 
Rushmoor Community, Winchester 
Flyers Res v Alton United. 

Division 2: Basingstoke Res v 
AFC Bournemouth, Kingsclere v 
Gosport Borough, QK Southampton 
v Bursledon, Southampton Res v 
Horndean, Widbrook United Res v 
Bournemouth Sports. 

Division 3: Sholing v Fleet Town 
Res, Winchester fklyers A v AFC 
portchester, Winchester city v AFC 
Petersfield, AFC Bournemouth Res v 
Portsmouth. 

Monday, September 14 

Premier League: West Ham v 
Newcastle 

Tuesday, September 15 

CHAMPIONSHIP: Birmingham v 
Nottm Forest, Brighton V Rotherham, 
Burnley v MK Dons, Cardiff v Hull, 
Charlton v Huddersfield, Leeds v 
Ipswich, Middlesbrough v Brentford, 
Preston v Bristol City, Bolton v Sheff 
Wed, Reading v Derby 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Aldershot v Welling, Altrincham 
v Eastleigh, Barrow v Lincoln, 
Boreham W v Bromley, Cheltenham 
v Macclesfield, Chester v Grimsby, 
Dover v Braintree, Gateshead v 
Wrexham, Guiseley v FC Halifax, 
Kidderminster v Torquay, Southport v 
Tranmere, Woking v Forest Green. 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Eastbourne v Margate, Ebbsfleet v 
Sutton, Gosport Borough v Bath City, 
Havant & Waterlooville v Whitehawk, 
Hemel Hempstead v Hayes & 
Yeading, Maidenhead v Maidstone, 
Oxford City v Dartford, Weston-super- 
Mare v Truro. 

HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 
Second round: Blackfield v Newport 
loW, Fleet Town v Bashley, Horndean 
v Fleet Spurs, Romsey v Lymington 
Town, Totton & Eling v Andover Town, 
US Portsmouth v Moneyfields. 


Wednesday, September 16 

HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 
Second round: AFC Stoneham v AFC 
Totton, Brockenhurst v Eversley & 
California, Petersfield Town v Hythe 
& Dibden, Sholing v Ringwood, 
Winchester City v Folland Sports. 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUEPremier Division: 
Locks Heath v Fleetlands. 

Friday, September 18 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Grimsby v Tranmere (BT Sport, 7.45). 

Saturday, September 19 

Premier League: Aston Villa v West 
Bromwich Albion, Bournemouth 
v Sunderland, Chelsea v Arsenal, 
Manchester City v West Ham United, 
Newcastle United v Watford, Stoke 
City v Leicester City, Swansea City 
v Everton 

Championship: Blackburn Rovers 
v Charlton Athletic, Brentford v 
Preston North End, Bristol City v 
Reading. Huddersfield Town v Bolton 
Wanderers, Hull City v Queens Park 
Rangers, MK Dons v Leeds United, 
Nottingham Forest v Middlesbrough, 
Rotherham United v Cardiff City, 
Sheffield Wednesday v Fulham, 
Wolves v Brighton and Hove A 
League One: Blackpool v Barnsley, 
Bury v Port Vale, Colchester United 
v Gillingham, Coventry City v 
Chesterfield, Doncaster Rovers v 
Oldham Athletic, Millwall v Southend 
United, Peterborough United v 
Walsall, Rochdale v Scunthorpe 
United, Shrewsbury Town v Crewe 
Alexandra, Swindon Town v Burton 
Albion, Wigan Athletic v Fleetwood 
Town 

League Two: Accrington Stanley v 
Exeter City, AFC Wimbledon v Notts 
County, Barnet v Stevenage, Crawley 
Town v Yeovil Town, Dagenham and 
Redb’ge v Newport County AFC, 
Hartlepool United v Cambridge 
United, Leyton Orient v Wycombe 
Wanderers, Luton Town v Mansfield 
Town, Morecambe v Northampton 
Town, Oxford United v Portsmouth, 
Plymouth Argyle v Bristol Rovers, 

York City v Carlisle United 
VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUEAltrincham v Braintree, 
Barrow v Aldershot, Boreham Wood v 
Wrexham, Chester v Eastleigh, Dover 
v Guiseley, FC Halifax v Southport, 
Gateshead v Welling, Kidderminster 
v Lincoln, Macclesfield v Forest 
Green, Torquay v Bromley, Woking v 
Cheltenham. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 


SOUTH Basingstoke v Wealdstone, 
Concord v Whitehawk, Dartford v 
Truro, Gosport v Margate, Havant 
v Ebbsfleet, Hemel Hempstead v 
Bishops Stortford, Maidenhead v 
Chelmsford City, Maidstone v Bath, 
Oxford City v Eastbourne B, St 
Albans v Hayes & Y, Weston SM v 
Sutton, Ebbsfleet v Weston-super- 
Mare. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Biggleswade v 
Poole Town. 

Division One South & West: Banbury 
v Bashley, Bishops Cleeve v Tiverton, 
Bridgwater v AFC Totton, Didcot 
v Evesham, Marlow v Slimbridge, 
Shortwood v Mangotsfield, Swindon 
Supermarine v North Leigh, Taunton 
v Burnham, Wimborne v Larkhall, 
Winchester City v Cinderford, Yate v 
Wantage. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v 
Blackfield , Alresford v Brockenhurst, 
Andover Town v Newport loW, 

Cowes Sports v Hamworthy Utd, 
Folland Sports v Poppies, Horndean 
v Lymington Town, Moneyfields v 
Bemerton HH, Sholing v Salisbury, 
Team Solent v Fawley AFC, 
Whitchurch v Verwood. 

Division One: Amesbury v New 
Milton, Andover New Street v AFC 
Stoneham, East Cowes Vies v 
Alton, Fleet Spurs v Christchurch, 
Hythe & Dibden v Downton, 

Ringwood v Totton & Eling, Romsey 
v US Portsmouth, Tadley Calleva v 
Portland. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE Premier: Colden 
Common v Bush Hill, Headley v 
Infinity, Locks Heath v Clanfield, 
Overton v Paulsgrove. 

Division One: Andover Lions v AFC 
Petersfield, Broughton v Sway, Four 
Marks v Lyndhurst, Hayling Utd v 
Upham. 

Combination East: AFC Petersfield v 
Fleetland, Baffins Milton v Liphook, 
Clanfield v Headley Utd.Combination 
West: Infinity v Overton, QK Soton v 
Winchester Castle. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 
First round: Burridge AFC v 
Winchester City Res, Bush Hill Res 
v Hamble Club Res, Hamble Club v 
Bishopstoke, Hedge End Rangers 
v Michelmersh & Timsbury, Hedge 
End Rangers Res v AFC Totton 
Res, Nursling v Netley Central 
Sports, Otterbourne v Totton & Eling, 
Winchester Castle v Otterbourne Res. 
PORTSMOUTH SENIOR CUP 
First round: Liss v Hayling Utd. 


FA CUP (first round 
qualifying) 

Bristol Manor Farm 0 AFC 
Portchester 3, Brockenhurst 
3 Mangotsfield United 0, 
Cheltenham Saracens 1 
Blackfield & Langley 2, 
Dorchester 1 Cirencester 1, 
Hamworthy United 2 
Andover Town 1, Petersfield 
3 Weymouth 1, Poole Town 1 
Barnstaple Town 0, Swindon 
Supermarine 0 Winchester 
City 4, Wimborne 3 
Witheridge 2 
VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 

Eastleigh 1 Gateshead 2 
VANARAMA SOUTH 
Basingstoke Town 1 
Eastbourne Borough 5, 
Maidstone United 1 Havant 
& Waterlooville 0, Sutton 
United 1 Gosport Borough 0 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN 
LEAGUE 

Division One South & 

West: 

Bashley 1 Wantage Town 3 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX 
LEAGUE 

Premier: Fareham Town 0 
Sholing 2, Fawley 1 
Horndean 1, Lymington 
Town 1 Folland Sports 3, 
Moneyfields 2 Cowes 
Sports 3, Newport loW 6 
Whitchurch United 2, Team 
Solent 0 Bemerton HH 1 
Division One: AFC 
Stoneham pp East cowes 
Vies, Alton Town 4 
Ringwood Town 0, 
Christchurch 1 Amesbury 
Town 3, Downton 3 Tadley 
Calleva 2, New Milton Town 
2 Romsey Town 3, Pewsey 
Vale 2 Hythe & Dibden 3, 
Portland United 5 Andover 
New Street 1, US 
Portsmouth 5 Laverstock & 
Ford 2 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HANTS PREMIER LEAGUE 
League Cup, first round: 
AFC Petersfield 0 Headley 
United 6, Andover Lions 15 
Lyndhurst 1, Baffins Milton 
Rovers 3 Upham 1, Burridge 
AFC 7 Fleetland 3, Four 
Marks 3 Hayling United 1, 
Hamble Club 5 Sway 1, 
Hedge End Rangers 3 Bush 
Hill 5, Liphook United 2 
Netley Central Sports 1, 
Otterbourne 3 Locks Heath 
0, Paulsgrove 4 Colden 
Common 0, Stockbridge 1 
Overton United 4, 
Winchester Castle pp QK 
Southampton 
Combination East: 
Clanfield Res 1 Baffins 
Milton Rovers Res, Headley 
United Res pp AFC 
Petersfield Res 
Combination West: 
Overton United Res 0 
Hamble Club Res 1, QK 
Southampton Res 1 Hedge 
End Rangers Res 3 
DREW SMITH GROUP 
SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier: AFC Gulf Western 
1 Nursling 0, Bishopstoke 0 
Comrades 2, 
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